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We are writing on behalf of the Energy and Environment Research Initiative at the 

University of British Columbia. We want to keep you updated about our research on 

the environmental impacts from fugitive natural gas associated with oil and gas 

development in the Peace Region, and to answer questions and receive input about the 

project. 

 

We are investigating fugitive natural gas from several angles, one of which is focused 

on understanding the distribution of natural gas in groundwater in the Peace Region. 

To do this, we plan to install 25 to 30 groundwater monitoring wells in the Peace 

Region. This will help us determine where and how much natural gas is in the 

groundwater, where it comes from, and if it is related to oil and gas activities.  

 

We have installed 14 wells so far, shown in the map on the following page (Figure 1). 

Seven of these wells are so-called baseline wells, which we use to monitor baseline 

levels of natural gas in groundwater. These are located away from oil and gas well 

sites. Seven wells are ‘proximal’ wells, located in areas of high well-pad density and 

generally within 400 m of a well pad. We use a variety of factors to select well 

locations, including geology, hydrogeology, distance from oil and gas sites, 

distribution, access, population centers, and others. We plan to drill more ‘proximal’ 

wells in upcoming drilling campaigns. 

 

The next map (Figure 2) shows potential well locations that we are considering for 

our upcoming campaign in August. These locations are not yet confirmed, and we 

gratefully welcome your input. 

 

Please tell us if you have any questions or concerns. We would be happy to discuss 

this in person or on the phone. Thank you for your time and we very much look 

forward to engaging with you in the near future. 
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Figure 1: Map of current EERI monitoring well network (wells labeled “EERI”). 
 

 



 

 

 

 

       

 
 
 Figure 2. Map of candidate sites for the August 2019 drilling campaign. 


