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Evacuation Alerts, Evacuation Orders & Shelter in Place 
What is the Difference? 

Evacuation Alerts 
Evacuation alerts are issued to prepare you to evacuate your premises or property should it be found 
necessary. Residents will be given as much advance notice as possible prior to evacuation; however you may 
receive limited notice due to changing conditions. 

In this phase you should: 

 Locate all family members and designate a meeting area outside the evacuation area, should 

an Evacuation Order be called while separated. 

 Pack essential items such as government-issued ID, medications, eyeglasses, valuable papers (e.g. 

insurance, credit, and mortgage information), immediate care needs for dependents and, if time 

and space permits, keepsakes for quick departure.  

 Prepare to move disabled persons, children and/or neighbours, if assistance is needed. 

 Prepare to take pets with you and move livestock to a safe area (if possible). 

 Arrange transportation for all your household members. Fill the gas tanks of personal vehicles.  If 

transportation assistance is needed, call [contact number]. 

 Arrange accommodation for all members of the residence, if possible.  

 Wait for an Evacuation Order to be issued before evacuating.  Monitor news, social 

media and check websites for information on evacuation orders and location of 

Reception Centres. 

Evacuation Orders 
Evacuation orders are issued because there is an imminent risk to life safety.  Anyone under the age of 18 
MUST leave the area. Those over the age of 18 may shelter in place but may not leave their properties.   
Evacuation orders will be delivered door to door by RCMP and/or by other emergency responders. 

 Follow the travel route provided and register with Emergency Support Services.  

 If you need transportation assistance from the area, advise the person providing this notice or call 
the contact number that will be provided.

 Shut off all gas and electrical appliances, other than refrigerators and freezers.

 Close all windows and doors. Close gates (latch) but do not lock.

 Gather your family and, if you have room, take a neighbour or someone needing transportation.  Do 
not use more vehicles then you have to.

 Take critical items (medicine, purse, wallet, and keys) only if they are immediately available. Take 
pets in pet kennels or on leash.

 Do not use the telephone unless you need emergency services.



Shelter in Place 
Some emergencies may require you to stay right where you are. It may be that the particular 
circumstances make that safer for you and emergency personnel than evacuating you immediately 
to a different location.  Depending on the circumstances you may be required to stay inside your 
home (e.g., if there was a hazardous materials release), or you may need to stay within your 
community (e.g., due to an impassable road).   

What is the purpose of the EOC? 
There are 8 BC Emergency Management System response goals which guide decision makers in prioritizing 
response activities (in order of priority): 

Residents Responsibilities 
Is your family prepared to be self-sufficient for 7 days? For information on how to be prepared for 
emergencies visit Prepared BC at https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-
response-recovery/preparedbc.  

Stay Up-to-Date on Emergency Information 
It is your responsibility to stay up-to-date on emergency information being released and posted by 
responding agencies.  

Ministry of Transportation 
- Facebook https://www.facebook.com/TranBC/
- Twitter @TranBC 
- Drive BC https://www.drivebc.ca/

Dawson Road Maintenance 
- Facebook https://www.facebook.com/DawsonrmNP/
- Website https://www.dawsonroadmaintenance.ca/

Peace River Regional District 
- Website www.prrd.bc.ca
- Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/OfficialPRRD/

Sign-up for Northeast BC Emergency & 
Public Alerts to be informed directly 
via text, email &/or voice call.  Go to 
prrd.bc.ca and click on the picture to 

signup! 


