
From: PSSG WEBFEEDBACK PSSG:EX <PSSGWebFeedback@gov.bc.ca>  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 12:45 PM 
To: Davies.MLA, Dan LASS:EX <Dan.Davies.MLA@leg.bc.ca> 
Cc: Halls, Lori D EMBC:EX <Lori.D.Halls@gov.bc.ca>; Minister, EMPR EMPR:EX 
<EMPR.Minister@gov.bc.ca>; Writing Services, Transportation TRAN:EX 
<Transportation.WritingServices@gov.bc.ca>; Minister, FLNR FLNR:EX <FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca>; Lori 
Ackerman <LAckerman@fortstjohn.ca>; prrd dc <prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca> 
Subject: 556252 

 

 
Dan Davies, MLA 

Peace River North 

Email: dan.davies.mla@leg.bc.ca 

 

Dear Dan Davies:  

 

Thank you for your letter dated June 25, 2019, concerning questions relating to the Old Fort 

landslide.  

 

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MoTI) and Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural 

Resource Operations, and Rural Development (FLNRORD) landslide experts have provided 

information suggesting that it is unlikely for a dramatic slippage of the remaining hillside that 

might further impact homes to occur.  The data suggests that if movement was to recommence, it 

would be a slow-moving slide as had been experienced in the previous slide that initiated on 

September 30, 2018. 

 

Given the risk assessment of this slide, there is no current plan to monitor the entire 

hillside.  MoTI has established an operating protocol to appropriately respond to any level of 

movement affecting the Old Fort Road.  This protocol ensures that access is safely managed for 

workers and residents.  Strategies are in place to ensure that information is shared with both 

provincial and local governments in a timely manner.  It is noted that the sensors that are in place 

to monitor the access road provide additional warning of any landslide movement and that very 

minimal movement, as would be expected, has been detected since the initial slide. 

 

There are no current plans to reshape or revegetate the slope, as it is not dissimilar to other 

naturally occurring landslides in the area.  Given the level of risk that has been assessed to the 

community, landslide mitigation measures are not currently being considered. 

 

MoTI is committed to actively monitoring the condition of the road and will be looking to assess 

the performance of the rebuilt road over the next year prior to considering permanent 

improvements.  MoTI plans to install a culvert on the west approach this summer and to look at 

completing minor improvements to the approaches.  MoTI is also aware of the garbage and 

debris piles, and they are working on a solution. 

 

If there are immediate road maintenance concerns, MoTI recommends that residents reach out 

directly to the maintenance contractor for their area to ensure a timely response.  Dawson Road 
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Maintenance (DRM) can be contacted 24 hours a day at 1-800-842-4122.  For longer-term 

questions or concerns regarding the road, please contact Nikki Hogg, District Manager, MoTI, at 

250-787-3237. 

 

The landslide has changed the natural drainage in the area.  Changes in the drainage pattern can 

be expected following a landslide.  It will take some time to fully ascertain the changes that have 

occurred in the area and whether there are reasonable actions that may be taken.  MoTI has 

visited several properties and has provided as much advice as can be offered to address the 

concerns. 

 

It is our understanding that the Desan Industries gravel pit continues to operate under permit of 

the Ministry of Energy, Mines, and Petroleum Resources (EMPR).  Questions regarding the long 

term plan for that operation, with respect to permitting, have been redirected to EMPR for 

comment.   

 

While Peace River Regional District (PRRD) Chair Brad Sperling has indicated that “any 

investigation, monitoring, or mitigation efforts in response to emergency events on Crown land 

should not be the responsibility of local government”, Section 6 of the Emergency Program Act 

is very clear that “a local authority is at all times responsible for the direction and control of the 

local authority’s emergency response.  PRRD demonstrated exceptional capability in managing 

the 2018 landslide emergency.  Emergency Management BC is aware that the PRRD developed 

an emergency evacuation plan that was last revised on December 17, 2018.  Questions regarding 

this plan and the status of alerts in the area are best directed to the PRRD. 

 

I appreciate being made aware of your concerns. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Mike Farnworth 

Minister of Public Safety 

and Solicitor General 

 

pc:       The Honourable Claire Trevena 

The Honourable Doug Donaldson  

The Honourable Michelle Mungall 

Her Worship Lori Ackerman 

Peace River Regional District 

Lori Halls, Deputy Minister, Emergency Management BC 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
of BRITISH COLUMBIA rr 

June 25, 2019 

Hon. Mike Farnworth 
Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General 
RM 128, Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4 

Dear Minister, 

Dan Davies, MLA 
Peace River North 

I am writing on behalf of my constituents on the matter of the disaster that took place 
last fall at the Old Fort, a small community just outside of Fort St John. I would like to 
first thank you again for he work that you have done to date and restate the appreciation 
of you taking the time to visit the site last fall. 

Many concerns have arose since the landslide at the Old Fort. The question are: 

• What happens next? Is the government going to commit funds to help monitor 
the entire hillside, as it is all crown land? The residents are very concerned that 
the hill may continue to slide causing more problems for the homeowners. 

• What is the long-term plan for the road? There is a temporary road into the 
subdivision, but it is exactly that - temporary. If the road becomes permanent, 
when will it be paved and when will the bottleneck issue at either end be 
rectified? A culvert is needed to be added to the west side of the new alignment, 
when will this happen? 

• Alongside the road there are large piles of garbage and debris, when will that be 
cleaned up? 

• Because of the change in the landscape homeowners are now seeing issues 
with drainage. When will this be assessed and adressed? 

• When will the emergency alerts be removed? Several homes are still on alert. 
• What is the long term plan for the gravel pit at the top of the slide, owned by 

Desan Industries. 
• Will the hillside be grassed to help stabilize the hill? When will the hillside be 

smoothed out and sloped? 
• What is the action plan for the residents if the event that the hill sides again? 

Residents cannot rest without a concrete action plan in place. 
• Are there any slide mitigation measures put in place or is it being left to nature? 

These residents need answers to their questions and need the help of the government 
to ensure their safety. 
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I am asking for your help to make sure these residents are safe and that they are able 
to travel back and forth easily between the Old Fort and Fort St John. We need to put 
the funding in place and get to work on rectifying the damage done by this disastrous 
landslide. 

Sincerely, 

..-------

Dan Davies 
MLA — Peace River North 

cc: Peace River Regional District 
Fort St John Mayor and Council 
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