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vision

mission

goals

To:
To work cooperatively to:
Ÿ

provide a broad range of local and regional
services that reﬂect the interests, values and
goals of its citizens;

Ÿ

Ÿ

provide leadership, in a changing
environment, to meet the current and future
needs of its residents and businesses; and
speak with a uniﬁed voice on behalf of rural,
community and regional interests.

Ÿ

preserve and enhance the spirit,
traditions and unique character of the
Peace;

Ÿ

create sustainability through a diverse
economy, high-quality rural and
community life-styles and a healthy,
safe environment; and

Ÿ

unify and strengthen the Peace by
providing cooperative, innovative
leadership.

Peace River Regional District

To:
Ÿ

work together and support
one another;

Ÿ

be a uniﬁed voice - be a ‘player’;

Ÿ

be a leader in sustainability;

Ÿ

be ﬁscally responsible;

Ÿ

maintain a professional working
environment; and

Ÿ

provide quality service delivery.

Proﬁle
The Peace River Regional District (PRRD)
was incorporated by the Province of BC
in 1967 and included the area east of
the Rocky Mountains and north to the
Yukon border.
The name Peace River-Liard Regional District was used
until the region was divided into two regional districts in
1987. Today the PRRD is still the largest regional district
in British Columbia, extending from the Alberta border
west to the Rocky Mountain Divide and north to the
58th Parallel. The PRRD covers approximately 12 million
hectares (120,000 square kilometres), serves an
estimated population of 60,082 and includes seven
municipalities and four electoral areas.
Regional Districts were established in BC for three
primary purposes:
Ÿ to act as local government of the (unincorporated)
electoral areas;
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Ÿ

Ÿ

to provide the administrative and political frameworks
necessary for member municipalities and electoral
areas to collaborate in the provision of services like
solid waste management, regional parks, 911
emergency call answer service, etc., and
to be the service body responsible for providing local
services such as ﬁre protection, water and sewer
systems, emergency preparedness, etc.

regional
economy

oil & gas
industry

hydroeclectric &
wind power

agriculture

forestry

manufacturing

mining

Every four years local government elections are held to
elect representatives for electoral area representation and
to municipal council.
The PRRD Board of Directors is made up of eight
municipal-appointed directors and four elected, rural
electoral area directors. The board votes on resolutions
and bylaws governing the region on all matters delegated
to regional districts under provincial statutes. In 2014, the
board convened 23 regular board meetings.

tourism

diverse. vast. abundant.
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values

Integrity

Leadership

Credibility
Respect

Trust

Accountability

Cooperation
Fairness

Directors (Back row, left to right):
Mike Caisley, District of Tumbler Ridge
Arthur Hadland, Electoral Area ‘C’
Bruce Christensen, City of Fort St. John
Wayne Hiebert, Electoral Area ‘D’
Larry Fynn, Village of Pouce Coupe
Merlin Nichols, District of Chetwynd

Directors (Back row, left to right):
Dan Rose, Electoral Area ‘E’
Karen Goodings, Electoral Area ‘B’
Leonard Hiebert, Electoral Area ‘D’
Lori Ackerman-Mayor, Fort St. John
Rob Fraser-Mayor, District of Taylor
Gwen Johansson-Mayor,
District of Hudson’s Hope
Ÿ Brad Sperling, Electoral Area ‘C’.

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Directors (Front row, left to right):
Karen Anderson,
District of Hudson's Hope
Ÿ *Cheryl Shuman, City of Dawson Creek
Ÿ Karen Goodings, Electoral Area ‘B’
Ÿ **Betty Ponto, District of Taylor
Ÿ Jerrilyn Schembri, Electoral Area ‘E’
Ÿ

Board of Directors
January 1 - December 12 | 2014

Missing Directors:
Mike Bernier, City of Dawson Creek
Fred Jarvis, District of Taylor
Lori Ackerman, City of Fort St. John

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Alternate Directors:
Ÿ *Cheryl Shuman, City of Dawson Creek
Ÿ ** Betty Ponto, District of Taylor

Directors (Front row, left to right):
*Alec Brownlee, District of Chetwynd
Dale Bumstead - Mayor,
City of Dawson Creek
Ÿ William Plowright - Mayor ,
Village of Pouce Coupe
Ÿ Don McPherson - Mayor,
District of Tumbler Ridge
Ÿ
Ÿ

Board of Directors
December 12 - December 31 | 2014

Missing Directors:
Merlin Nichols - District of Chetwynd
Byron Stewart - City of Fort St. John

Ÿ
Ÿ

Alternate Director:
*Alec Brownlee, District of Chetwynd

Ÿ
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Message from the

Message from the

Chairperson

Chief Administrative
Ofﬁcer

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am
pleased to present this Annual Report for
the Peace River Regional District.

Lori Ackerman
Chairperson

“

Striving to build
sustainable communities
that support quality of life
and experience, while
supporting thoughtful and
responsible industry, is
integral to ensuring that
our children and
grandchildren
have a future here...

As you will see in this report, this past year has seen
the region move forward on many fronts. The one that
I would like to mention is the welcoming of a new
Chief Administrative Ofﬁcer, Chris Cvik. As our key
policy advisor, Mr. Cvik will work with the Board to
bring the balance to the region that will move us
forward in a thoughtful and conscientious manner
together.
Our agriculture, forestry and oil and gas industries are
some of the ﬁrst dollar industries in the province of BC
and those can never be taken for granted. Striving to
build sustainable communities that support quality of
life and experience, while supporting thoughtful and
responsible industry, is integral to ensuring that our
children and grandchildren have a future here as well.
With that in mind, we must be willing to move forward
with courage, “thinking outside the box” and in some
cases, creating new approaches.
I appreciate the efforts staff has made striving each
day to be efﬁcient and effective for the region despite
limited resources.
Most importantly, I am thankful for our residents, our
many volunteers, not-for-proﬁt agencies and our
businesses that call the “Peace” home.

Wow! Where did the last eight months
go? It has been a huge, but exciting
learning curve since starting with
the Peace River Regional District on
May 1,2014.

Chris Cvik
Chief Administrative Ofﬁcer

With a dedicated team of forty employees in our
Dawson Creek and Fort St. John ofﬁces, we were able
to successfully work with the Board to accomplish
several key initiatives in 2014 including:

Completion of the
$2.1 million dollar
North Peace
Regional Landﬁll
Gas Collection
System.

Commencement of
the 2-year
Groundwater
Research project to
establish baseline
data on water
sources.

Establishment of
the temporary
sewage receiving
facility at Charlie
Lake for Area B &
Area C residents.

Completion of the
local government
general election of
a new regional
district board and
Tate Creek
referendum.

Re-instatement of
“Building Bylaw No.
1189, 1999” as
“Building Bylaw No.
2131, 2014”.

Some projects, such as the proposed rural water and sewer function, did not move forward at this time and will be
looked at again in 2015. In addition, the province has indicated a desire to enter discussions to extend the
Memorandum of Understanding (known as Fair Share) to 2030. A key event is that a strategic planning session with
the Board will take place early in the new year to set the direction for the regional district for the next four years.
Administration is looking forward to working with the new board for what is shaping up to be a busy year.
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Deputy CAO

2 Planners
Charlie Lake
Fire Chief

Assistant
Fire Chief/
Training
Ofﬁcer

Manager of
Community Services

Community
Services
Coordinator

Peace River Regional District & Peace River Regional Hospital District

Board of Directors

Chief Administrative Ofﬁcer

General Manager of
Development Services

System
Technician

GIS
Technician

Assistant
Manager of
Development
Services

GIS
Coordinator

Development
Services
Coordinator

Bylaw
Enforcement

Executive Assistant

North Peace
Economic
Development
Ofﬁcer

2 Building
Inspector(s)

GIS
Technologist

Manager of
Invasive Plant
Program

Field Services
Working
Foreman

General Manager of
Environmental Services

Manager of Solid
Waster Services

Solid
Waste
Coordinator

Field
Staff

INTRODUCTION

Organizational Structure

Corporate
Ofﬁcer

Communication
Manager/
Commissions
Liaison

Legislative/
Information
Services
Secretary

Corporate
Services
Coordinator

Receptionists
Dawson Creek/
Fort St. John

Assistant
Treasurer

Chief Financial
Ofﬁcer

Finance
Clerks
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Supported Initiatives

Peace Foothills Signage Unveiled
Giving back to the community
2014 Grants
Grant-in-Aid ‘B’ $94,608
Grant-in-Aid ‘C’ $93,297
Grant-in-Aid ‘E’ $103,150
Sub-Regional Grant-in-Aid $150,084
Fair Share ‘B’ $97,515

Ground Water Baseline Project
The Project goals were to understand where
groundwater is present in the subsurface, and
how it moves in permeable soil layers
(aquifers) and in fractured bedrock.

Fair Share ‘C’ $963,017
Fair Share ‘D’ $55,744
Fair Share ‘E’ $157,240
BC Rail ‘B’ & ‘C’ $2,847
Gas Tax Grants $294,201
Grants to Community Organizations $522,602

Total = $2,534,305

Farmer’s
Advocate
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In the Fall of 2014, a new and improved
Peace Foothills signage was unveiled on
Highway 97 South of Chetwynd.

Tumbler Ridge
Global GeoPark
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Inter-Municipal Meeting
Directors met with their Alberta
counterparts in May 2014.
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Decision making bodies
that Board members
participated in during
2014 include:

MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT

Preparation and
management of
bylaws, agreements
and contracts

Arranging public
delegations to the
Board and other
meetings

Board,
Committee and
Commission
agendas and
minutes

Managing the
Board resolutions
and policies

Freedom of
Information and
Protection of
Privacy Act

Corporate
communications

Elections and
referendums

Corporate
records and
information

Central reception
and clerical
support services

Ÿ

Agriculture Advisory Committee

Ÿ

Chetwynd Civic Properties Commission

Ÿ

Electoral Area Directors' Committee

Ÿ

Emergency Management Committee

Ÿ

Executive Committee

Ÿ

Invasive Plant Committee

Ÿ

North Peace Airport Commission

Ÿ

North Peace Economic Development
Commission

Ÿ

North Peace Leisure Pool Commission

Ÿ

Rural Budgets Administration
Committee

Ÿ

Solid Waste Committee

Ÿ

South Peace Economic Development
Commission

Ÿ

Water Stewardship Committee

Photo: simonratcliffe.com
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Electoral Area ‘D’ By-election

Corporate & Legislative Services

Due to the retirement of the incumbent, a by-election was held in Electoral Area ‘D’ on February 22. Leonard Hiebert
was the successful candidate and took his Oath of Ofﬁce and joined the Board on March 5, 2014.

The Corporate and Legislative Services department may be accessed at both the
Regional District’s main ofﬁce in Dawson Creek or satellite ofﬁce in Fort St. John.
The department provides legislative and administrative services and support to the Board and its committees,
other Regional District departments, stakeholders and residents.

Regional District Board
SERVICES
OPERATIONS
10
Peace River
Regional
District
Annual Report 2014
During
2014, &
the
Regional District Board met on the second and fourth Thursday
of each
month
and| considered

the wide variety of topics arising as part of local governance. . A total of 35 delegations were received by the
Board during the year who spoke to the Board on topics such as: private property development, updates from
resource companies on their activities in the region, information on BC Assessment’s property tax process and
updates from local groups on their activities.
The Board is supported in its decision making by committees, commissions and other groups, many of which
include dedicated volunteers from the local community.

10
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Local Government Elections
On Saturday, November 15, qualiﬁed electors in Electoral Areas ‘C’ and ‘E’ of the Peace River Regional District went
to the polls to elect their new directors. No elections were held in Electoral Areas “B” and “D” as incumbents were
not challenged.
Those elected and those newly appointed to represent Electoral Areas ‘B’, ‘C’, ‘D’, and ‘E’, the City of Fort St. John,
District of Taylor, District of Hudson’s Hope, District of Chetwynd, District of Tumbler Ridge, City of Dawson Creek and
Village of Pouce Coupe took their Oaths of Ofﬁce at the Board’s inaugural meeting held on December 12.

Assent Voting (Referendum)
Qualiﬁed electors within the proposed Tate Creek Community Centre
Financial Contribution Service Area, in Electoral Area ‘D’, also had the
opportunity to vote on a referendum question during the November 15
election. Voters were asked if they agreed with the creation of a new
service to provide an annual ﬁnancial contribution to the Tomslake and
District Recreation Commission for the operations of the Tate Creek
Community Centre (previously the Tate Creek Elementary School) at a
maximum tax requisition limit that would raise $200,000 per year.

Peace River Regional District | Annual Report 2014

Results

NO: 110 votes
YES: 78 votes

SERVICES & OPERATIONS
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Corporate Communications
The Peace River Regional District communications strategy aims to communicate
effectively increasing overall public awareness of the Peace River Regional District and
its programs, services and activities through open effective engagement and
communications processes
A strategic approach to communications focuses on the message and its intended audience using a variety of tools
to get that message to the intended audience.
Strategic communication strives to be:
Planned and accomplished in purpose.

Targeted to a particular audience or audiences.

Designed and delivered to produce the desired outcomes which may be changes
in policy, practices or individual behavior.

23

DID YOU KNOW

Community
Conversations

?

The traditional methods, radio, TV,
Facebook, press releases, mail outs
and paid advertisements, were used
to communicate in 2014. Some not
so traditional ways that were
engaged last year included: posting
on the bins at the transfer stations,
sending posters out to community
gathering places and post ofﬁces
and sending emails to people who
signed up to be added to the “in the
community” email list.

Communication Campaigns

Find a Bench
Summer Parks
Campaign

12
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Website
Postings

EXTERNAL
COMMUNICATIONS

22

197

Board
Newsletters

1

Trade Show

A Peace River
Regional District
Update was
included in 2014
Tax Notices

Tate Creek
Referendum
Campaign

Peace River Regional
District Community
Links in the
Northeast NewsApril & October

Peace River Regional District | Annual Report 2014
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Social Media
Postings

Aimed at achieving results with the best possible use of time and resources.

2014 HIGHLIGHTS

220

615

Facebook
Likes

Building Bylaw
Update
Information
Campaign

Peace River Regional District | Annual Report 2014
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Press Releases

Peace River
Regional District
Promotional
Videos

Water and Sewer
Information
Campaign and
27 Outreach
Meetings

SERVICES & OPERATIONS
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Economic Development Commissions
North Peace Economic Development Commission

South Peace Economic Development Commission

It has been a busy year in the North Peace. Investment inquiries continued to steadily
grow over the course of the year. Inquiries regarding industrial, commercial and
residential investment opportunities have kept the ofﬁce very busy.

The South Peace Economic Development Commission is formally supported by the
municipalities of Pouce Coupe, Dawson Creek, Chetwynd and Tumbler Ridge, as well as
Area D and E of the Peace River Regional District (PRRD).

The North Peace is quickly becoming one of the most attractive investment regions in the province and the nation.
People are relocating to the north because the energy here is contagious.

The SPEDC works with member
municipalities and the PRRD in
serving stakeholders dedicated to
pursuing community, social and
economic development in the South
Peace.

The North Peace Economic Development Commission (NPEDC) is the regional economic development body that
provides resources and support to the District of Taylor, District of Hudson’s Hope, PRRD Electoral Area B and PRRD
Electoral Area C.

2014 Highlights
The ﬁrst annual SPARK WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE hosted by the NPEDC
was held in 2014. This professional development conference designed by women in the
Peace Region for women in the Peace Region was focused on increasing the capacity of
our communities through investment and support in the female segment. The event saw
speakers from across Canada visit the Energetic City to share their wisdom and expertise
with 150 local women looking to advance their careers through professional development.

150
ATTENDANTS
AT THE SPARK WOMEN’S
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

2014 saw the North Peace Economic Development Commission in partnership with
North Peace Regional Airport win an ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARD from the
BC Economic Development Association (BCEDA) for the “Take the Pledge to Fly
YXJ” Campaign.

2014 also saw the NORTH PEACE GRANT WRITING PROGRAM inch excitedly close to
the $5 million mark. The success of this program has an overwhelmingly positive effect
on the community organizations that are working tirelessly to build and improve the
quality of life in the Peace Region communities.

The SPEDC continues to work with
businesses and industry to promote
economic growth and sustainability
in the South Peace region.
The SPEDC supported the Dawson
Creek Seed Cleaning Cooperative in
ﬁnancing a business plan to assist in
infrastructure development to move
more grain and seed to new
markets. They are presently
working on putting together the
capital for this project to build rail
infrastructure that will allow the

cooperative to use rail to move
product.

Gas & Oil companies working in the
South Peace.

The SPEDC has also been working
with the Tumbler Ridge Museum
and the Tumbler Ridge Global
Geopark. This has been through
proposal development and assisting
in project development and
budgeting. This is a very exciting
venture for Tumbler Ridge; it will
attract economic growth through
the development of a tourism
destination that would complement
the Alaska Highway tourism
product.

With the constant changes and new
development happening in the
South Peace, the SPEDC has
produced a package that can be
used by business and local
government to attract new workers
and provide information for the
many queries that the commission
has been receiving.

The SPEDC supported the Coal
Forum that was held in Tumbler
Ridge this year as well as a Mayors’
Roundtable Discussion with Natural

In order to respond to economic
activity questions people are
referred to the South Peace
Economic Development
Commission website at
www.southpeacebc.ca and the
Northeast BC Investment Web
Portal at www.investnortheastbc.ca.

$5
MILLION MARK
IS FAST APPROACHING FOR
THE NORTH PEACE GRANT
WRITING PROGRAM

While working on the continued investment in the region’s transportation infrastructure, the NPEDC commissioned a
study to measure the value of the contributions from the Peace Region. The results were staggering. Skilled labour in
the Peace Region contributes over ﬁve times the provincial average to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). This builds
a stronger case for increased investment in the roads, rails and runways of the region.
Marketing is the single biggest piece of the work plan for the NPEDC. Telling the North Peace story to potential
investors, future families and young professionals is dispelling myths about the area and creating excitement of the
opportunities that exist here. The uniqueness of the North Peace, coupled with the people and the bountiful
prospects, makes the sales pitch an enjoyable task.

“

The Tumbler Ridge Museum will attract economic growth
through the development of a tourism destination that
would complement the Alaska Highway tourism product.

For more information on the NPEDC, please visit our website at www.npedc.ca

Photo: Northeast News
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Development Services
Development services consists of ﬁve main activities:

1
2
3
4
5

2014 Electoral Area Planning Files

Land Use Planning: including current and long range

120

Building Inspection

110

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

100

Computer Information Systems (IS)

90

Bylaw Enforcement

80

114

88
74

70

This function deals with the day-to-day activities including: assisting the public, responding to agency
inquiries, and processing development applications, such as:

Ÿ Ofﬁcial Community Plan & Zoning Bylaw

Ÿ Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR Applications)

Amendment (OCP/Rezone)

Ÿ Ministry of Transportation & Infrastructure Referrals

Ÿ Development Permits (DP)

Ÿ Participating in Environmental Impact Assessments

Ÿ Development Variance Permits (DVP)

(MOTI Referrals)

Ÿ Temporary Use Permits (TUP)

Ÿ Other Government Agency Referrals (Other Referrals)

Number of Files

Current Planning

60
ALR Applications

50

Other Referrels
MOTI Referrals

40

DP

28

30

DVP

20

TUP

10

Long Range Planning

Rezoning
OCP/Rezone

0
Undertakes research, policy development and implementation such as ofﬁcial community plans; zoning; agriculture
planning; energy planning; lakeshore development; fringe area development; inter-jurisdiction coordination.

DID YOU KNOW

?

In 2014, staff responded to
hundreds of inquiries and
processed 304 development ﬁles,
up by 31% since 2013. The
majority of ﬁles continue to be
ALR applications followed by
subdivision proposals referred from
the Ministry of Transportation &
Infrastructure. Compared to 2013,
activity has increased in Area ‘B’
by 62%, in Area ‘C’ by 46%, and
in Area ‘D’ by 15.6%. Area ‘E’ saw
a decrease in development ﬁle
activity by 22%.

16
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Enforcement

B

C

D

E

Electoral Area

2014 Current & Long Range Planning Highlights
2014 Planning Files
13 8

Total = 304

15
20

96

22

The Agriculture Advisory Committee received the draft REGIONAL AGRICULTURE PLAN and continues to
review and prepare for further public consultation.

ALR Applications
Other Referrals
MOTI Referrals
DP

23

Enforcement
DVP

33

73

TUP

City Spaces Ltd. was selected as the successful consultant through a ‘Request For Proposal’ process for the
preparation of a new NORTH PEACE FRINGE AREA OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN around the Fort St. John
area. Taking about two years to complete, the Plan will include extensive public consultation in order to
establish guiding principles for development for the next ten years.

Rezoning
OCP/Rezone

Peace River Regional District | Annual Report 2014
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Development Services |

Continued...

Building Inspection

2014 Building Inspection Highlights

Building inspection services during the course of construction conﬁrms that construction complies with the
BC Building Code in regard to residential, commercial, industrial and institutional construction. This helps in
maintaining conﬁdence in the quality of construction in the region and meeting the development industry need
for third party veriﬁcation.

DID YOU KNOW

?

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

In 2014 the requirement for building permits was voluntary. This resulted in a 74% decrease in the number of
permits, but only a 5% decrease in total permit value due to a few very large industrial development projects.

3

Responding to public concerns, a NEW BUILDING BYLAW NO. 2131, 2014 WAS ADOPTED IN 2014 changing
standards from a region wide requirement for building permits to a former system of selected mandatory and
voluntary areas for obtaining building permits.

3

50
2014 Building Permits

Have you visited our interactive web mapping page?
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) services maintains an essential database for house numbering that supports the
emergency 9-1-1 call service. Close to 10,000 addresses are maintained in the system. Annual updates are prepared
with mapping and digital information provided to emergency ﬁrst responders such as police, ambulance and ﬁre.
GIS also provides map information for the public, maintains a regional online web-map service and supports all other
corporate departments for their mapping requirements.

Total = 56
Institutional (0)
Industrial (3)
Commercial (3)

Our interactive web map is your one-stop resource if you are...
Ÿ

Looking to locate a 911 civic address;

Ÿ

Determining the zoning/Ofﬁcial Community
Plan of a property;

Ÿ

Determining if you are inside or outside
of a ﬁre protection;

Residential (50)

2014 Annual Construction Value

Ÿ

Total Value = $34,649,601

Ÿ

Searching for property information
(Legal Descriptions, PID, Roll Numbers);

Creating small maps.

$50,000,000

GIS Interactive Web Map

$45,000,000

Our Interactive Web Map is available on our website at www.prrd.bc.ca and is functional on most operating devices
including tablets and mobile devices.

$40,000,000

$ Value

$35,000,000

DID YOU KNOW

$30,000,000
$25,000,000

The emergency 9-1-1 call answering service is a sophisticated system starting with mapping the house number and
ﬁnishing with emergency responders getting quickly to where they need to be.

$20,000,000
$15,000,000

Institutional

$10,000,000

Commercial
Residential

$0

18

2014 Geographic Information Systems Highlights

Industrial

$5,000,000
Year

?

2010

SERVICES & OPERATIONS

2011

2011

2013

The PRRD WEB-MAP WAS UPDATED IN 2014 to provide faster more efﬁcient searches and enhanced tools for
searching, viewing and printing maps.

2014
Peace River Regional District | Annual Report 2014
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Development Services |

Peace River Regional District

Continued...

Environmental Services

Bylaw Enforcement
Bylaw Enforcement services provide an essential
service to educate the public and ensure that
expectations to abide by PRRD regulations are
upheld.

Charlie Lake Sanitary Sewer Upgrade Project
The Peace River Regional District (PRRD) owns and operates the Charlie Lake lagoon
system, which receives septic and holding tank efﬂuent from residences and commercial
properties in the Charlie Lake area.

?

A number of years ago it was identiﬁed that the sewer system was at capacity, which negated any opportunity for
growth in the area. As a result, starting in 2013, the PRRD initiated sewer upgrade work to provide capacity for
anticipated growth over the next twenty years. The work was divided into two phases:

Bylaw Enforcement is ﬁrst and foremost a helping
activity that responds to concerns raised by
residents. People may not know PRRD regulations
so the ﬁrst steps are always to provide information
and to educate. While progressive enforcement
tools are available, the goal in any situation is to
work cooperatively to obtain voluntary compliance
if a contravention exists.

1.9
PHASE 1

MILLION

4.5

Sewer main installation &
lift station upgrades

PHASE 1 was completed in 2014, which
included the installation of 2.8 km of
200 mm sewer main, and upgrades to
the existing main sewer lift station at a
cost of $1.9 million. An Electoral Area C
Fair Share Grant provided funding for
this phase of the work.

MILLION

PHASE 2

DID YOU KNOW

Utilities

Upgrades to waste water
treatment lagoons

PHASE 2 consists of an upgrade to the
existing wastewater treatment lagoons,
which includes the installation of
sewage mix tanks and aeration
equipment to improve overall sewage
treatment efﬁciency of the system. Final
design has been completed for the
project with tendering and construction
proceeding in 2015 at an estimated cost
of $4.5 million. The Federal Gas Tax
Fund and Electoral Area ‘C’ Fair Share
grants funded this phase of the work.

Truck Sewage Waste Receiving Facility
On December 31, 2014 the City of Fort St John ended operations of its public truck
sewage receiving facility, which provided sewage disposal for rural residents, and
businesses that required this service.
In response, the PRRD explored options in providing the service and the Board opted to proceed with the
construction of a PRRD owned and operated facility that will be tied to the existing Charlie Sewage treatment
plant. A detailed design has been completed with tendering and construction planned for 2015 at an
estimated cost of $3.5 million. The PRRD has also constructed a temporary receiving pond at the Charlie
Lake lagoon site that will satisfy rural sewage service needs in the interim until the permanent sewage facility
is operational early in 2016. All revenue required to construct the permanent and temporary sewage receiving
facilities was funded from Electoral Area Fair Share and Gas tax funds.
Photo: simonratcliffe.com
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DID YOU KNOW

Continued...

?

Solid Waste Management

Proper use of our rural sanitary sewer systems will help them to keep
ﬂowing and to be problem-free.

During 2014, Staff pursued tenures and land leases to secure sites for several remaining
waste transfer stations to be constructed during 2015-2016.

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS that must be disposed of in your garbage:
baby wipes
Ÿ diapers
Ÿ feminine products
Ÿ paper towels
Ÿ rags

Public meetings were held in Doig River and Lebell, while
the Regional Board selected Rolla to site a Tier 2 transfer
station in 2015 (see New Transfer Stations for further info).

Ÿ

The Regional District completed construction on a
Landﬁll Gas Capture System in 2014. The system is
estimated to capture and utilize up to 75% of the
landﬁll’s gas emissions that result from waste
decomposition. Prooﬁng and start-up of the system
occurred on December 5, 2014 with certiﬁcations to be
completed by January 2015 and an ofﬁcial

HAZARDOUS LIQUIDS that must be returned to your local drop-off:
Ÿ solvents
Ÿ paints/stains
Ÿ pesticides
Ÿ ﬂammable liquids
Ÿ antifreeze
Ÿ engine oil

DID YOU KNOW

The PRRD manages seven sanitary sewer collection and treatment
systems and ﬁve water distribution systems throughout the region. The
sewer systems are a combination of stand-alone treatment facilities
and tie-ins into neighbouring municipal infrastructures. The water
systems are predominantly stand-alone tank-loading facilities, with one
community that is tied into a municipal supply network.

A total of 54,933 TONNES OF WASTE WAS BURIED IN LANDFILLS IN 2014 compared with 52,080 tonnes in 2013
resulting in a ﬁve percent increase. The largest contributing factor to the increased in tonnage overall is heightened
construction work in Dawson Creek and Fort St John. The landﬁll sites continue to receive waste materials, of which
some materials are recycled, and a signiﬁcant component of incoming material is soil, which is used as landﬁll cover.
Additionally, the North Peace Regional Landﬁll operated extended summer hours on Saturdays from May 1 until July
31, 2014 to help deal with increased usage during spring clean-up. The Regional District is continuing to explore new
programs that will work toward the goal of increased waste diversion.

2.8 km of new sewer mains were installed at Charlie Lake.
5 tank loading systems supply water for non-domestic use.
1071 meters of new cattle fencing was installed to protect the
watershed at Romedo Springs tank loader in Buick.

Ÿ
Ÿ

?

The coupon program introduced in 2010 for the free disposal of eligible residential waste was continued in 2014.
These coupons provide a convenient option for household clean-up that also reduces operating costs for the Regional
District, and are issued to owners of residential property with improvements.

By the Numbers
Ÿ

commissioning ceremony to follow. The system will be
ﬂaring methane gas 24/7 while it is brought into balance
by the engineering consultant over the next several
months. With the gas production data generated, staff
intends to enter into talks with local energy producers to
either utilize the gas for power or divert it to existing
pipeline services. It is staff’s intent to utilize the captured
gas to produce green energy and further offset
greenhouse gas emissions that would otherwise
contribute to climate change.

2014 Utilities Highlights

By the Numbers

Phase 1 UPGRADES COMPLETED TO CHARLIE LAKE SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE.

TEMPORARY RECEIVING FACILITY CONSTRUCTED FOR TRUCKED SEWAGE at Charlie Lake treatment lagoons.

Final designs completed for Phase 2 UPGRADES TO CHARLIE LAKE SEWAGE TREATMENT LAGOONS AND
PERMANENT TRUCKER SEWAGE RECEIVING FACILITY.

Public meetings held for ESTABLISHMENT OF PROPOSED RURAL SEWER AND WATER FUNCTIONS.
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73 TONNES
OF WASTE

SPRING CLEAN-UP BINS were
installed for a two-week period
during May at select rural
locations, generating approx.
73 tonnes of waste.

40 TONNES
OF WASTE

FALL CLEAN UP BINS were
installed during October
and November 2014,
generating an additional
40 tonnes of waste.

Downward changes can be attributed to the elimination of several unmanned sites, of which some have seen
extreme abuse in the past. Additionally, new manned transfer sites built in 2013 are responsible for taking in a
signiﬁcant portion of this waste.
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Continued...

New Transfer Stations

Recycling

New transfer station construction was put on hold during 2014 while staff pursued land
tenures and leases.

Recycling drop-off facilities are located throughout the Regional District providing easy
access to both rural and municipal residents.

Staff and the Solid Waste Committee held public
meetings in Doig River and Lebell to garner input on the
locations for new Tier 2 Stations in their respective
areas. As all land in both of these affected areas is
private, staff continues to pursue land tenure
arrangements which attempt to centralize sites to beneﬁt
the general population of these areas. To that end, the
District altered its construction schedule, intending to
build Tier 2 stations in 2015 at Upper Halfway, Rolla

program, residential packaging and printed paper (PPP)
These facilities, along with recycling and bottle depot
is collected and sent back to producers for
locations in Chetwynd, Dawson Creek, Fort
recycling. Revenue is generated from the
St. John and Tumbler Ridge, make
tonnage of PPP collected as well as
recycling convenient. In addition, the
educational top-ups (where the
Regional District’s recycling
PRRD
has sent public education to
contractor offers a voluntary, feehouseholds utilizing the new
based curbside collection service
stations). Revenue captured
for municipal residents in Fort
TAKE CARE OF YOUR
goes
to offsetting collection
ENVIRONMENT
St. John and Dawson Creek. An
costs of these materials and
increasing number of residents
reduces operating costs at the
are signing up for this curbside
transfer stations. With the onset
recycling service.
of this program, the District has
The District also modiﬁed its
been able to offer enhanced
recycling program at nine upgraded
recyclable collection of materials not
previously captured in the rural areas
transfer stations to accept recyclables
(most notably glass and styrofoam), which
under the Multi-Material BC (MMBC) program
has garnered a lot of positive feedback.
in May 2014. Under this stewardship

DID YOU KNOW

?

and add two western sites originally slated for 2016
in Moberly Lake and Lone Prairie. Public meetings will be
held in these areas pending ﬁnal approval by the Boad.
In both the latter cases, the PRRD either has crown
tenure or owns the land outright and may proceed with
construction. Staff expects to complete upgrading the
remaining sites (Doig/Milligan, Lebell, Groundbirch and
Hasler Flats) in 2016.

SHARE
SHED
SHARE SHEDS were rolled out on a pilot basis at four
transfer stations in June. Based on research done on similar
programs throughout B.C. and the general reception of the public,
the program is designed to provide an additional avenue for
waste diversion through reuse of gently used items. By June
2015, staff intends to roll out the ﬁnal version of the program to
all upgraded transfer stations. Additionally, the public has
expressed an interest in seeing a larger version of the program at
our landﬁlls. Staff will be pursuing this option during 2015-2016.

DID YOU KNOW

?

District staff is working with one of the STEWARDSHIP PROGRAMS, PRODUCTCARE, at some of our transfer stations
in 2015 on collection:

PAINT

ITEMS TO SHARE:
Ÿ Small Furniture/Household
Accessories
Ÿ Small Power Tools/Parts
Ÿ Gardening Equipment
Ÿ Sporting Goods
(bikes, skis, snowboards,
snowshoes, hiking
equipment etc.)
Ÿ Camping Equipment
Ÿ Toys/Books

24
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ITEMS NOT TO SHARE:
Ÿ Electronics
Ÿ Clothing
Ÿ Beds/Mattresses/
Couches
Ÿ Bulky Oversized Items
Ÿ No Motorized Toys
Ÿ Items with Safety
Standards
(car seats, cribs, etc.)
Ÿ Hazardous Waste

Peace River Regional District | Annual Report 2014

OIL

RESIDENTIAL PAINT PRODUCTS, AEROSOLS
& LIGHTING PRODUCTS

USED OIL, OIL FILTERS & OIL CONTAINERS
FROM DO-IT-YOURSELFERS

ProductCare will be able to provide funding to
create a small storage facility which will not only
collect used paint products/containers, but lighting
products as well.

Staff is also working with the BC Used Oil
Management Association (BCUOMA) to collect
used oil at Prespatou Waste Transfer Station.
More public education on these products will be
forthcoming in 2015
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2014 Eco-Depot Stats

Invasive Plant Program

The Regional District recycling contractor, Eco-Depot, processed 4957 tonnes of
recyclables items in 2014, compared with 4929 tonnes in 2013, increasing only slightly
from one year to the next.

The PRRD initiated a new program focus with two important activities to enhance the
effectiveness of invasive plant management: awareness and education, and compliance
and enforcement.

Collection of stewardship items (electronics, small appliances, lights, paint and batteries) from Eco-Depot and DC
Recycling are captured separately.

Education and outreach was
offered to organizers of kids’
camps, industrial companies, local
business owners, private
landowners, and non-proﬁt
organizations, with a very positive
response to a hands-on delivery
model focusing on biodiversity and
invasive plant identiﬁcation. Kids
that enrolled in the Wild Kidz
Camp, put on by the BC Wildlife
Federation, were surprised by the
connectedness of our environment
in a fun biodiversity exercise
followed by an interactive plant ID
session, which enabled the kids to
be excited about picking weeds!

4957

182

TONNES

145

TONNES

TONNES

RECYCLABLES

STEWARDSHIP ITEMS

STEWARDSHIP ITEMS

processed by the
Eco-Depot in 2014*

collected by the
Eco-Depot in 2014*

collected by the
DC-Depot in 2014*

57,410

59,140

*

LIGHTING
PRODUCTS
are not included in this tonnage
as they are measured in linear
feet. Totals are listed
to the right.

LINEAR FT.

LINEAR FT.

collected by the
Eco-Depot in 2014*

collected by the
DC-Depot in 2014*

OF LIGHTS

OF LIGHTS

Adults who enrolled in the Soils,
The graph below illustrates what material is captured through the Regional District but does not show additional
materials captured by other private collectors; we currently do not have access to that data.
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A new bylaw was adopted that
enables the PRRD to enforce the
containment, control, treatment,
and eradication of invasive plants
within the District. This tool has

proven to be instrumental in
achieving program objectives and
will continue to allow for education
and outreach to District residents,
industry groups, government
agencies, and other stakeholders.
With encouragement to get
involved, the public continued to
report weed infestations
throughout the region, which were
responded to in a timely manner.
Invasive plant bins were used at
the Chetwynd, Bessborough, and
North Peace Regional Landﬁlls for
the proper disposal of hand-pulled
weeds. All of the PRRD-tenured
lands were inspected and required
treatments were completed.

Education, Awareness & Identiﬁcation
KNOW THE TOP 10 INVADERS

2014 Recycling Stats by Type

1000

Forages and Water Dynamics
Course offered by the University of
Northern BC and the Peace River
Forage Association, were actively
engaged in discussions surrounding
high priority invasive species and
containment strategies for high
trafﬁc industrial sites. This event
included invasive plant
identiﬁcation, discussions around
the categorization of invasive
plants in the region, and the
distribution of free plant ID tools.

48.63

44.91

326.48

Stewardship Items
(electronics, small Appliances,
lighting, etc.)
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Common Tansy: Longlived perennial with
yellow button ﬂowers and
deeply divided leaves,
pungent odor.

Russian Thistle: Annual
with alternate spiny leave
and no ﬂowers,
tumbleweed.

Daisy, Scentless
Chamomile & Oxeye
daisy: Perennial and/or
biennial, white ray ﬂower
with yellow center.

Dalmatian Toadﬂax:
Long-lived perennial,
beautiful, bright yellow
snapdragon type ﬂower,
leaves clasp the stem.

Canada Thistle:
Perennial with white to
purple ﬂowers, spiny
leaves and stems,
extensive roots.

Hawkweed, Orange &
Yellow: Perennial with
orange or yellow clustered
ﬂowers on top of a single
hairy stem and leaves.

Green Foxtail: Annual
grass that can mature to
seed at 10cm tall.

Burdock: Biennial with
burrs and large oval
leaves with a point,
heavily veined.

Marsh Plume Thistle:
Very tall biennial with
purple ﬂowers and spiny
leaves and stem.

Knapweed, Diffuse &
Spotted: Biennial, cream
or pink ﬂowers, deeply
divided leaves, seed is
persistent.

For more information
visit www.weedsbc.ca.
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DID YOU KNOW

Peace River Regional District

Continued...

Community Services

?

Recreation, Community and Culture

INVASIVE PLANTS harm our environment by altering habitats and impairing
essential ecosystems. Once established, invasive plants can be costly to manage,
if not impossible to eradicate; prevention is key!
Invasive plants can:

Weeding Out the
Facts & Stats

Endanger public health and safety by increasing allergies and harming
humans, pets, livestock, and wildlife by having toxic properties.

12

WEEDY

Outcompete native vegetation and destroy natural habitats.

The Regional District supports recreation throughout the region through infrastructure
development and funding.
Both the North Peace Leisure Pool and the Chetwynd Recreation Complex are owned by the Regional District,
operated by the respective municipalities with guidance and oversight from local community commissions appointed
by the Board. Operating funds are also provided to the Chetwynd and North Peace libraries, the Peace Liard
Regional Arts Council, the Buick Arena, the Clearview Arena and the Kelly Lake Community Centre.

Rural Recreation and Cultural Grants-in-Aid

WEDNESDAY
POSTS ON FACEBOOK

Reduce agriculture forage yields and hay quality.

Increase wildﬁre hazards and interfere with regeneration of forests.

169
LIKES

ON WEEDY WEDNESDAY
POSTS ON FACEBOOK

Decrease land values and impact recreation areas.

Accelerate soil erosion and cause stream sedimentation with negative
impacts to water quality.

102

WEED
REPORTS

Ways you can help

RECEIVED IN 2014

Get involved with local efforts and know your high priority invasive plants.
Be “plant-wise” and know what you grow. Avoid purchasing, growing or trading
known invasive plants.
Deadhead ﬂowers, seedpods and berries of known invasive plants to prevent
reproduction through seeds and to reduce seed spread by birds, wildlife, pets and
people.
Use wildﬂower seed mixes with CAUTION, as many contain invasive plant seeds.
Avoid picking plants along roadsides, gravel pits, or other disturbed areas.
Clean recreation vehicles before and after entering a new area.
Properly dispose of yard, garden, and hanging basket waste into a compost pile
or facility

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Each year the Regional District annually contributes funds to
recreation, social and cultural organizations located
throughout the electoral areas of the region. Most of these
groups maintain community halls, gymkhanas or fair
grounds that are available for public use, while the
remaining organizations offer community heritage and
cultural programs. Organizations use this money for capital
improvement projects, recreation and cultural program
funding, insurance and special events to name a few. All
organizations who receive this funding are non-proﬁt
societies who largely depend on the dedication of
volunteers to operate and manage their organizations to
beneﬁt and enhance our rural communities. In 2014 the
Recreational and Cultural Grants-in-Aid program distributed
over $440,000 to 43 recreational and cultural community
organizations throughout Electoral Areas B, C, D and E.

Clearview Elementary/Secondary School Ofﬁcially Opens New Gymnasium

7052

kg

INVASIVE

PLANT MATERIAL

In November, the Regional District, School District No. 60 and the Clearview Elementary/Secondary School ofﬁcially
opened the new Clearview Gymnasium! The cost of the new $3.6 million, regulation-sized gymnasium was a cost
sharing project initiative between the Ministry of Education and School District (⅓), Regional District Electoral Area ‘B’
Fair Share Funds (⅓) and a local area property tax levy (⅓).

DISPOSED OF AT LANDFILLS

102

Report Invasive Species: PRRD 1-800-670-7773, ISCBC 1-888-933-3722,
or Report-a-Weed app/online: www.reportaweedbc.ca
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LANDS

IN THE PRRD
WERE INVENTORIED AND
TREATED FOR INVASIVE PLANTS
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Continued...

North Peace Recreation Inventory and Assessment Study

Recreation and Volunteer Banquet

In April the Board authorized a study to be conducted to
examine, inventory and assess recreation facilities in the
North Peace. The study has included an inventory of publicly
operated North Peace recreation facilities including arenas,
swimming pools, community parks, community halls and
more.

In the fall of each year the Regional District hosts an appreciation banquet and awards ceremony to recognize the
hard work and dedication of volunteers and organizations that provide recreation and cultural services in the rural
area of region. The 34th Annual Peace River Regional District Recreation and Volunteer Recognition Banquet took
place on Saturday, October 18, 2014. Award recipients included:
Rural Individual Achievement Award
Ÿ

This study was a joint project between the Regional District,
City of Fort St John and the District of Taylor and provides all
three local governments with a stronger understanding of
the current and future demands of recreation user groups
in relation to existing facilities. Going forward, this
information will assist in decision making, prioritizing and
focusing investments into recreation facility upgrades,
replacements and construction to meet the needs of the
North Peace community.

Ÿ
Ÿ

Rural Facility Excellence Award

Art Siedl, Tomslake and District Recreation Commission
Charlie Walker, Mountain View Cemetery Society
and Bessborough Community Hall
Ginny Simlik, Mountain View Cemetery Society

Application Grant Funding Programs

Ÿ

Rural or
Regional Fund

Beatton Provincial Park Cross Country Ski Trails,
Whiskey Jack Nordic Ski

Total
Funds Provided

# of Grant Recipient
Organizations

Recreational & Cultural Grants-in-Aid

Rural

$441,139

43

Fair Share - Areas B, C, D & E

Rural

$2,934,621

28

Rural Gas Tax - Areas B, C, D & E

Rural

$484,623

7

Grants to Community Organizations
- Annual Events Grants

Regional

$268,878

12

Economic Development Grants
- Major Regional Projects

Regional

$221,902

2

$4,351,163

92
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In 2014 the Regional District continued to support the Alaska Highway Community
Society in their efforts to seek National Historic Site status for the Alaska Highway
corridor. This work is being completed by the society and their partners in time for
the 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ALASKA HIGHWAY and the 150th Anniversary of
Confederation.

AL
A

Heritage

The vision is to ensure that the Alaska Highway is recognized as one of North
America’s most signiﬁcant historical routes, to commemorate and understand the
shared history of the Alaska Highway’s cultural landscape, and to protect and
interpret key historic resources of cultural value.

TOTAL

2014 Highlights | Tumbler Ridge Receives Global Geopark Status!
On September 22, 2014 the United Nations Educational,
Scientiﬁc and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
announced that Tumbler Ridge was successful in
receiving Global Geopark status!
The Regional District is proud to have supported the
Tumbler Ridge Aspiring Geopark Society who along with
help from the Tumbler Ridge Museum Foundation, the
Wolverine Nordic Mountain Society and the Peace River
Paelontological Research Centre, all contributed
countless hours of work over the past two years to bring
their dream to a reality!

UNESCO Geoparks are a network of parks in thirty-two
countries across the world. They serve to recognize the
unique world-class features of an area as well as to
educate people on the geological features within the
parks and the need for resource development. Geoparks
differ from World Heritage Sites and National Parks in
that there are no restrictions placed on recreational use,
resource exploration and development or sporting
activities, such as hunting and ﬁshing. Tumbler Ridge
is one of only two Global Geoparks in Canada and in
North America.

For more information on the project visit http://www.trmf.ca/geopark.html.
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DID YOU KNOW

Continued...

Fire Protection

?

Ÿ

The Regional District owns the Chetwynd
Recreation Centre and the North Peace
Leisure Pool.

Ÿ

The Regional District owns/leases nine
community halls and recreation grounds that
are operated and maintained by dedicated
volunteer organizations throughout the
region.

Ÿ

The Regional District supports, through
funding, advice and information, over 50
community groups providing recreational and
cultural services and programs throughout
the region.

Charlie Lake Fire Department (CLFD)
2014 was a busy year,
with the Department
welcoming a new Fire
Chief in January and
then moving forward
with a very aggressive
training plan for the
Department.
Over the year, thirteen
ﬁreﬁghters completed their NFPA
1001 Professional Fireﬁghter
Certiﬁcation, making a total of
twenty out of twenty-nine
members who are NFPA 1001
professionally certiﬁed. This has never before been achieved in the Fire Department’s thirty-four year history.
In February 2014, the CLFD took possession of a new 1500 gallon, pump rated water tender, replacing one of the
oldest apparatus the department had.
The CLFD hosted two open houses, one in February and the other in October during Fire Prevention Week. Both
events were well attended with over eighty people attending the February event, and over one hundred attending
the free pancake breakfast in October.
The CLFD founded the “Fireﬁghters for Families” charity where they raised over $2000 to help families in the region
that are going through difﬁcult times.

DID YOU KNOW

?

The CLFD was established in 1980 by members of the community and was originally part of the Charlie Lake
Community Club. In 1982, the department was ofﬁcially recognized as a ﬁre service when the hall was built and
properly trained personnel were able to respond to calls.

1492
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1383

109

124.8

3700

CIVIC
ADDRESSES

RESIDENTIAL
ADDRESSES

BUSINESS
ADDRESSES

SQUARE
KILOMETRES

ESTIMATED
POPULATION

IN THE CLFD
FIRE PROTECTION
AREA

IN THE CLFD
FIRE PROTECTION
AREA

IN THE CLFD
FIRE PROTECTION
AREA

COVERED BY THE CLFD
FIRE PROTECTION
AREA

IN THE CLFD
FIRE PROTECTION
AREA
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CLFD Stats & Facts
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

2014 CLFD Highlights

CLFD has 33 ACTIVE MEMBERS.
81 CALLS FOR SERVICE (up 33% from 2013
and 48% from 2012).
29 FIRES (12 structure ﬁres, 7 vehicle/equipment
ﬁres, 10 grass/brush ﬁres).
5 FIRE/SMOKE INVESTIGATIONS during ﬁre bans.
2 RESCUES.
6 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SPILLS/LEAKS.
2 PUBLIC SERVICE CALLS.

Ÿ
Ÿ

13 FIREFIGHTERS completed their NFPA 1001
certiﬁcation.
CLFD started a “REGISTER YOUR BURN”
PROGRAM in order to help provide advice to
businesses and residents wishing to safely burn
on their properties.

911 & Fire Dispatch
The Regional District provides enhanced 911 services to all
municipalities and electoral areas of the region.
Personnel at the 911 Public Safety Answer Point (PSAP), located within the
RCMP Operational Communications Centre in Prince George, receive between 16,000 and 19,000 911 calls per year
from callers within the Peace River Regional District.

2014 911 Call Summary
Rural Fire Protection

RCMP Calls

In other areas of the Regional District, ﬁre protection
is provided to the rural fringe areas of Dawson Creek,
Fort St John, Pouce Coupe, Chetwynd, Taylor and the
communities of Tomslake and Moberly Lake through
agreements with member municipalities and
non-proﬁt societies.

BC Ambulance Calls

DID YOU KNOW

DID YOU KNOW

Ÿ
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2014 Rural Fire Protection Highlights
Ÿ

2,509
17,736

*Not all ﬁre calls go through 911.

Partnering with member municipalities to provide rural ﬁre protection services is the most cost-effective manner in
which to deliver services within the region.

There were 1,889 FIRE CALLS throughout the
region (rural and urban), which represented a 7%
increase from 2013.
There are a total of 11 FIRE DEPARTMENTS
throughout the region, with 9 PROVIDING
RURAL FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES.

942

Total Calls to 911

Ÿ

Ÿ

4,163

Abandoned Calls

?

Rural Fire Protection Stats & Facts

10,122

Fire Calls*

Arras operates an independent ﬁre brigade that provides basic ﬁre
protection to their area and receives grant funding from the Regional
District from time to time.

#

The Province of BC brought into force NEW
MINIMUM TRAINING STANDARDS FOR ALL
FIRE DEPARTMENTS and outlined new
responsibilities for local governments to
ensure that standards are being met.
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Ÿ
Ÿ

?

The Peace River Regional District has been providing 911 and Fire Dispatch Services since 2001.
Fort St. John Fire Department provides ﬁre dispatch services for the four departments in the North Peace.
Dawson Creek Fire Department provides ﬁre dispatch services for seven departments in the South Peace.

2014 911 & Fire Dispatch Highlights
Ÿ
Ÿ

911 CALLS INCREASED BY 6% from 2013.
The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) directed that all 911 PSAP’S
MUST BE ABLE TO PROVIDE TEXT TO 911 SERVICE FOR CANADIANS WHO HAVE HEARING OR SPEECH
IMPAIRMENTS to communicate with 911 call centers via text message.
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Emergency Services
2014 was by far the busiest ﬁre season the Peace region has experienced in decades!

2014 Emergency Services Stats & Facts

The Peace River Regional District’s Emergency
Operations Centre opened on July 8 and remained open
until early September. Five ﬁres presented the highest
risk to the public and infrastructure, caused communities
to be put on evacuation alert and order and resulted in
approximately 158,475 ha of forests burnt.

During the 2014 wildﬁre season, the BC Wildﬁre branch brought in crews from every province and territory in
Canada, as well as crews from Australia to help ﬁght the ﬁres.

The Mt. McAllister Fire west of Moberly Lake and south
west of Hudson’s Hope posed the greatest risk to the
public over the summer. It caused the evacuation of
Hudson’s Hope on July 16, while the communities
around Moberly Lake remained on evacuation alert for
an extended period of time. The ﬁre not only threatened
the communities but also the Dokie Ridge Wind Farm,
BC Hydro’s high voltage power lines and the WAC

DID YOU KNOW

Bennett Dam. The extreme behavior even caused trees
to be uprooted - a rarely seen phenomenon! But, thanks
to the hard work and dedication of the BC Wildﬁre
Management Branch (WMB), its crews and support staff,
there were no losses.
When wildﬁres threaten our communities and
infrastructure, the WMB takes the lead role in assessing
and responding to the threat. In response to the great
number of ﬁres in our region, thousands of personnel
from every province and territory in Canada, as well as
crews from Australia, worked on the ﬁres. Incident
command posts and crew camps were set-up at the
Tumbler Ridge High School for the Red Deer Creek Fire
and at the Chetwynd Airport for the Mt. McAllister Fire.
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168,000
TOTAL

ALERTS

WILDFIRES

HECTARES

FOR MT, McALLISTER, FORRES
MOUNTAIN & TOMMY LAKES
DURING WILDFIRE SEASON

BURNED IN THE REGION
DURING WILDFIRE SEASON

OF FOREST WERE LOST
DURING WILDFIRE SEASON

3
EVACUATION

FOR RED DEER CREEK
& McALLISTER DURING
WILDFIRE SEASON

2014 Emergency Services Highlights

The Emergency Management role is a shared responsibility between individuals, local, provincial and federal
governments. The Peace River Regional District provides emergency management and support for the rural
(electoral) areas of the region, while each of the municipalities provides emergency management services within their
municipal boundaries. The Emergency Program Act and the Local Authority Emergency Management Regulation
outline the powers of local government in an emergency, as well as requirements for planning and preparing for
emergencies.
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147
TOTAL

2

EVACUATION
NOTICES
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Four local SEARCH & RESCUE GROUPS received a total of $22,000 IN GRANT FUNDING FOR TRAINING
AND EQUIPMENT.
The REGIONAL DISTRICT COMPLETED AN AUDIT and updated its RURAL EMERGENCY PROGRAM,
including the development of a NEW EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN, EMERGENCY OPERATIONS
CENTER GUIDE and a RURAL EVACUATION PLAN.
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2014 Budget

(including Capital Projects)

$2,110,197
$285,574
$314,118

$53.5 Million

(not including Fair Share Grant)

$773,735
Administration $3,523,420

$3,523,420

Solid Waste $15,078,001
Fiscal Services $374,810

$326,250

Fire Protection $2,487,535
Protective Services $1,576,322

$7,495,415

$15,078,001

NP Leisure Centre $3,794,750
Chetwynd Pool $1,841,498

Peace River Regional District

Chetwynd Arena $2,148,529
Chetwynd Complex $560,917

Finance

SP Multiplex $1,403,890

$1,012,741

Buick Arena $330,354

$600,475

Other Recreation $1,647,999

As in all local governments, there are a variety of functions undertaken in the Finance
Department including, but not limited to: payroll; accounts payable; utility billing;
accounts receivable; and the ever increasing landﬁll ﬁnancial operations.
In addition to the day-to-day accounting, there is the
required budgeting and requisition and the preparation
and submission of the many government and other
agency reports. Regional Districts do not issue property
tax notices, but instead requisition the member
municipalities and Province for the required revenue.

$43 million from the Province for Fair Share
(Memorandum of Understanding) of which $40.5 million
was forwarded to the municipalities.
Of the $53.5 million operational budget, $24 million was
raised via property tax with the remainder coming from
other sources.

Water & Sewer $5,546,841
Libraries & Cemeteries $600,475

$5,546,841

Economic Development $1,012,741
Municipal Debt $7,495,415

$374,810

$1,647,999

Grants-In-Aid $326,250
Building Inspection $314,118

$303,517
$1,403,890

$2,487,535

Invasive Plants $285,574
Development Services $2,110,197

$560,917

$1,576,322

Other $773,735

$2,157,324 $1,841,498 $3,794,322

The budget for 2014 was $96.5 million. This included

$13,490,770

Requisition Funding
Contributions

DEFINED SERVICE AREAS

$6,209,988
MUNICIPALITIES

$4,248,896
ELECTORAL
AREAS
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Independent Auditors' Report
To the Directors of the Peace River Regional District:
We have audited the accompanying consolidated ﬁnancial statements of the Peace River Regional District, which
comprise the consolidated statement of ﬁnancial position at December 31, 2014, the consolidated statements of
operations and accumulated surplus, change in net ﬁnancial assets (debt) and cash ﬂows for the year then ended,
and a summary of signiﬁcant accounting policies.
Management's Responsibility for Consolidated Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated ﬁnancial statements in
accordance with Canadian public sector accounting standards, and for such internal control as management
determines is necessary to enable the preparation of ﬁnancial statements that are free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error.
Auditors Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these consolidated ﬁnancial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that
we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether
the ﬁnancial statements are free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
consolidated ﬁnancial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated ﬁnancial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal controls relevant to the entity's preparation
and fair presentation of the consolidated ﬁnancial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate
in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal
controls. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of the accounting policies used and the
reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the
consolidated ﬁnancial statements.
We believe the audit evidence obtained is sufﬁcient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.
Opinion
In our opinion, the consolidated ﬁnancial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the ﬁnancial position of
Peace River Regional District as at December 31, 2014 and the results of its operations, changes in its net ﬁnancial
assets (debt) and its cash ﬂows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian public sector accounting
standards.
Emphasis of Matters
The supplementary schedules have not been subject to audit veriﬁcation. Please refer to the report on
supplementary information.

Fort St. John, British Columbia
March 26, 2015
Excerpts from the 2014 Financial Statements.
Complete 2014 Financial Statements available at www.prrd.bc.ca

Photo: simonratcliffe.com
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Financial Position

Operations & Accumulated Surplus

For year ended December 31, 2014

2014

2013

690,646
42,167,453
983,508
68,467,793
6,012,315

311,024
37,119,487
795,592
69,088,657
5,840,770

118,321,715

113,155,530

FINANCIAL ASSETS
Cash (Note 3)
Portfolio Investments (Note 3)
Receivables (Note 4)
Municipal Finance Authority debt charges recoverable (Note 5)
Municipal Finance Authority reserve deposits (Note 6)

For year ended December 31, 2014

Budget

2014

2013

43,046,135
23,870,260
7,345,775
7,495,415
2,472,839
367,469

43,046,135
23,949,652
8,776,015
3,824,416
3,388,400
120,225

39,438,130
23,174,290
7,245,992
3,704,947
3,618,527
240,450

84,597,893

83,104,843

77,422,336

1,461,535
3,895,419
240,450
3,275,489
9,095,698
40,463,367
3,708,989
3,615,293
8,615,397
335,088
-

1,446,694
3,824,416
120,225
2,371,205
10,222,022
40,463,367
4,199,161
3,662,012
8,661,845
551,850
20,007

1,461,838
3,704,947
240,450
2,220,136
6,897,267
37,071,843
3,496,642
3,224,816
11,309,605
433,698
50,781
-

74,706,725

74,542,804

70,112,023

9,891,168

7,562,039

7,310,313

ACCUMULATED SURPLUS, BEGINNING OF YEAR

42,171,843

42,171,843

34,861,530

ACCUMULATED SURPLUS, END OF YEAR

52,063,011

49,733,882

42,171,843

REVENUE
Fair Share grant
Requisitions from members
Other Revenue
Conditional transfers for member municipalities
Government grants
Conditional transfers for North Peace Airport Society

FINANCIAL LIABILITIES
Payables (Note 7)
Deferred revenue
Accrued interest on long-term debt
Municipal Finance Authority demand notes (Note 6)
Long-term debt (Note 8)
Landﬁll closure and post-closure care (Note 17)

NET FINANCIAL ASSETS (DEBT)

2,997,375
409,727
320,983
6,012,315
93,613,098
10,133,665

3,131,619
353,967
360,105
5,840,770
94,574,625
8,551,878

113,487,163

112,812,964

4,834,552

342,566

44,648,227
251,103

41,583,935
245,342

44,899,330

41,829,277

49,733,882

42,171,843

NON-FINANCIAL ASSETS
Tangible capital assets (Note 9)
Prepaid expenses

ACCUMULATED SURPLUS (Note 10)

Excerpts from the 2014 Financial Statements.
Complete 2014 Financial Statements available at www.prrd.bc.ca

EXPENDITURES
Debt services
Debt services - member municipalities
Debt services - North Peace Airport Society
Environmental development
Environmental health services
Fair Share grants - member municipalities
General government services
Protective services
Recreation and culture
Sewer utility services
Water utility services
Loss on disposal of tangible capital assets

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENDITURES

Excerpts from the 2014 Financial Statements.
Complete 2014 Financial Statements available at www.prrd.bc.ca
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

Head Ofﬁce:

Branch Ofﬁce:

Website:

Box 810 (1981 Alaska Avenue)
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 4H8

9505 100 Street
Fort St. John, BC
V1J 4N4

www.prrd.bc.ca

Tel:
250-784-3200
Toll-Free: 250-670-7773
Fax:
250-784-3201
Email:
prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca

Tel:
250-785-8084
Toll-Free: 250-670-7773
Fax:
250-785-1125
Email:
prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca

Peace River Regional District Ofﬁcial Page | Facebook

Thank you to the creative team who contributed to the Peace River Regional District’s communication projects in 2014:

indigodesigns
designsbyindigo.ca

newharvest.ca

imagebuild.ca

eaglevisionvideo.com

studioTGP.com

Some photos courtesy of simonratcliffe.com & Northeast News.
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