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December 13, 2019 

Honourable John Horgan, Premier 
Sent via Email: premier@gov.bc.ca

Dear Premier Horgan: 

Re: Caribou Leaders’ Table and Agreement Follow Up 

On behalf of the Peace River Regional District Board (PRRD), we would like to express our great 
concern about the Draft Partnership Agreement between British Columbia, Canada, West 
Moberly First Nations and Saulteau First Nations regarding the Southern Mountain Caribou.  

The Leaders’ Table meeting held on November 29th, 2019 did not produce the results local 
government officials hoped for. At that meeting, our representative, Dan Rose, felt that the 
PRRD and other local governments were there as observers and not active participants. 
Specifically, important questions went unanswered and local government voices were not 
heard. The PRRD Board therefore requests a written response to the following questions: 

Will you commit to adding language to the agreement that clearly provides an active 
participatory role for local government in the creation of the required supporting 
documentation that is referenced in the agreement, but not yet appended thereto? 

Will participation at the Leaders’ Table include an active role on the Caribou Recovery 
Committee, the Technical Working Group, and in the development of the backcountry 
management plan that the Agreement commits to developing and has not yet been 
developed? 

Once the PRRD receives answers to the questions posed above, we will be able to continue to 
improve relationships and rebuild credibility in the eyes of our residents. 

The Peace River Regional District is appreciative of the opportunity to sit at and provide input to 
the Caribou Leaders’ Table, however, we would like local governments to be seen as partners to 
assist and support the Provincial and Federal Governments in an effective and successful 
caribou recovery plan. Rather than being engaged with, let’s work together towards 
collaborative and innovative solutions, using the expertise of local government representatives 
to understand the local impacts. Before the Agreement is finalized, it is paramount that the 
socio-economic impact analysis is completed, and the recommendations made by Blair 
Lekstrom, Liaison to the Premier, are considered and implemented.  

mailto:premier@gov.bc.ca


Premier Horgan re:  Caribou Leaders Table  Page 2 of 2 

The PRRD is encouraged by recent reports of increased caribou numbers in the at-risk herds in 
the South Peace over the last 5 years, indicating that a corner has been turned on caribou 
survival in the Peace River Regional District. Let us continue to work together to develop an 
ongoing process based on facts, science and inclusion. 

We look forward to your response.  

Sincerely, 

Brad Sperling,  
Chair, Peace River Regional District 

Dan Rose,  
Vice Chair, Peace River Regional District 

c.  Mayor Joan Atkinson, District of Mackenzie 
Mike Bernier, MLA, Peace River South 
Dan Davies, MLA, Peace River North 
Bob Zimmer, MP, Prince George-Peace River-Northern Rockies 
Blair Lekstrom, Liaison to the Premier              


