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At it’s June meeting, the Committee agreed to expand the 

current Rural Roads Task Force by 3-4 members. A diverse, 

knowledgeable industry task force is critical to the 

initiative’s success. The task force collectively makes 

better decisions with multiple industries and sub-sectors 

at the table. 

What's the job? The task force meets as and when 

required, generally two or three times a year in Fort St. 

John. Meetings are usually held in the late afternoon or 

early evening depending on schedules. 

The task force is responsible to drive the direction of the 

overall initiative, including participating in prioritizing 

activities, while the PRRD Directors, supported by the 

consulting team, manage day to day activities.  

The consultants call on task force members outside of 

meetings for advice or feedback on specific issues. 

What’s the pay? The task force always have coffee, snacks 

and lively conversations at our meetings! This is a 

volunteer position. 

Interested? If you are interested, please send an email to 

jackie@jksolutions.ca with a bit of information about 

yourself and your interest in participating. Keep it simple, 

but let us know what industry experience or specific road 

user knowledge and experience you would add to the 

group.  

To discuss further call Jackie at (250) 262-5510. 

Dawson Creek Steps Up for Rural Roads 

In 2020, the City of Dawson Creek 

contributed financially to the 

PRRD led North Peace Rural Roads 

initiative. The committee asked 

Mayor Dale Bumstead to share his 

thoughts on why this initiative 

was important to him and his 

constituents. “Well to start with, 

we have regional economy and 

many Dawson Creek residents 

travel over rural roads in both the 

South and North Peace” he 

shared. “I also recall when this 

initiative was active in the late 

1990’s and early 2000’s that for 

every dollar invested in the North 

Peace, there were similar dollars 

allocated to the South Peace”. He 

went on to recall that during that 

time, he was the Vice President 

for Northern Operations for ICBC 

and saw firsthand some of the 

implications for drivers on poor 

rural roads. Dale added “I think 

this is a strong and much needed 

initiative, and I wanted to support 

efforts to improve the rural roads 

for all users, regardless of where 

they reside.” 

The complexities of the rural road challenges in 

the North Peace are not easy to convey to senior 

government in the short time usually available. So 

to make communicating more efficient and visual, 

the committee has created a video.  

The video can be viewed on our Facebook page 

under the video tab along the left side. 

It is also on the PRRD ‘Engage’ page. There is a 

row of tabs along the top of the page including 

one for video.  

Rural Road Video Released 

Looking for Volunteers 

https://prrd.bc.ca/engage/rural-roads-in-the-north-peace/
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A Disastrous Spring on the North Peace Rural Roads 

Thank you Doug Summer and Gerry Nelson for sharing photos. 
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Seasonal Load Restrictions—The North Peace is Losing Ground! 

North Peace Rural Roads is now a PRRD Select Committee 

The initiative has now been set up as a PRRD Select Committee. Most committee business operates as it has before with the funding 

Directors driving the process and making fiscal decisions. The task force is unchanged and continues to provide technical and industry 

direction to the process. The new process provides more public transparency for anyone interested in following progress. The agenda and 

minutes are now posted on the PRRD Web site under “Agendas/Minutes”. There is also initiative information posted under in “Engage”. 

One of the primary goals of this initiative 

from day one has been to mitigate the 

damaging economic and employment 

effects of seasonal load restrictions. In 

the early 2000’s, the BC Government 

invested $103 million under a program 

called the Oil and Gas Initiative II that was 

contingent on the resulting road be 

capable of 100% legal axle loading year 

round. Near the same time a 

Memorandum of Understanding was 

entered into with MoTI, ICBC, various oil 

and gas industry associations and our task 

force to limit restrictions to 75% legal axle 

(rather than the provincial standard 70%) 

on the other key corridors the task force 

had identified. 

Along with new technologies and 

practices such as matting, industry moved 

away from the traditional “100 days of 

hell”, particularly in oil and gas where the 

rigs moved in from Alberta after freeze-

up and left before break-up. That cycle 

was broken when roads were upgraded 

and load restrictions were mitigated at 

100% legal axle loading on key corridors.  

However, this past year (and for some 

years before), load restrictions of 75% 

were imposed on roads which had all 

previously been upgraded to 100%. They 

include: 

• Beatton River Airport (Alaska 

Highway—Buick) 

• Buick Creek 

• Montney Highway (Alaska Highway—

Prespatou) 

• Rose Prairie (Rose Prairie Corner to 

Milligan/PJ) 

• Milligan/PJ 

Not only have has there been ground lost 

on the weight limits, the length of time 

the restrictions lasted in 2020 was the 

fourth longest in the last 40 years. The 

trendline on the graph below is heading 

in the wrong direction! 

This backslide has terrible implications for 

industry. The road bans extend well into 

when the agriculture industry needs to 

move product to market and haul their 

seed and other inputs to the farm. The 

forest industry often has a limited supply 

of wood in the yard by spring and with 

their long planning window, they can’t 

just shift to another area for wood. For oil 

and gas, even when there is not a drilling 

program happening, maintenance and 

fluid hauling happens 24/7/365 and 

reduced volumes is cost prohibitive. Non-

reducible loads cannot be hauled at all. 

At the June task force meeting, this issue 

was identified as the Priority 1. It is bad 

enough that the area is facing such 

headwinds on new improvements, loss of 

previous gains is intolerable. 

https://prrd.bc.ca/agendas-minutes/
https://prrd.bc.ca/engage/rural-roads-in-the-north-peace/


Issue 3 Volume 1 North Peace Rural Roads Stakeholder Newsletter 

Contact:  Jackie Kjos  -  JK Solutions Ltd. (250) 262-5510 or jackie@jksolutions.ca 

Find us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthPeaceRuralRoads 

October 8, 1997! The North Peace 

Economic Development Commission 

(NPEDC) invited a group of industry 

representatives to meet and discuss how 

best to deal with the ever-worsening 

condition of our rural roads. The summer 

of 1996 had been one not unlike 2020 for 

extreme moisture that had basically 

destroyed the road base on most of our 

rural roads. Rural residents and the 

agriculture, forestry and oil and gas 

industries a were fed up with the 

additional costs and inconvenience of 

poor road conditions. 

A task force was struck and a lobby effort 

began. We built a business case to show 

the benefit of having our key rural roads 

upgraded to 100% legal axle year-round. 

Our goal was to get as many miles of 

smooth and dust free as could be done 

with the available funds. Through the NDP 

government of the day and continuing on 

with the Liberal government, much was 

accomplished. Over 317 km of roads 

received first time hard surfacing. By 

reducing the maintenance on the hard-

surfaced roads, lower classified roads also 

saw some improvement in gravel and 

maintenance.  

Pretty obvious to all that in 25 years, 

industry has changed!!! Equipment is 

bigger, loads are larger, longer and 

heavier. Farms are no longer family farms 

as we knew them. Now more are large 

corporate industry farms, all with the 

encouragement of the federal and 

provincial governments. Bigger was 

Better! Not so for our road network! 

Fast forward to 2017. The NPEDC was 

approached by the North Pine Farmers 

Institute to once again look at growing 

failures in our rural road network. Some 

of our 100% roads were downgraded to 

75% during spring road bans and 

improvements to maintenance was a 

prime concern. We took up the challenge 

knowing that it would be more difficult, if 

not impossible, to build the important 

business case to the provincial 

government. We recognized that there 

are two important differences from our 

earlier efforts.  

1. Overall, the roads were much 

improved with some key corridors 

being hard surfaced which also 

allowed for graveling to be extended 

out to other side roads. 

2. The oil and gas industry, which had 

been our prime lobby argument, had 

changed. The land sales which funded 

previous road investments were 

nowhere near the previous levels.  

Although the NPEDC was discontinued in 

the fall of 2017, the funding partners of 

Taylor, Hudson’s Hope and Electoral Areas 

‘B’ & ‘C’ were able to continue our work 

through an economic development 

function of the Peace River Regional 

District (PRRD). We re-established a very 

knowledgeable industry task force to 

enable us to bring the concerns of the 

North Peace to the table. They provide 

important sector and sub-regional 

perspective and assist us in setting 

initiative priorities.  

I am expressing my disappointment that 

the present government has not taken us 

up on our repeated requests to come 

north. Our offers seem to fall on deaf ears 

and our road conditions certainly bear 

that out. We will send a stronger message 

to government that the way to economic 

recovery in the north includes making 

sure we can get product to market. LNG 

seems to be a hot button for them and yet 

they have not publicly recognized that 

without our industry there can be no LNG. 

It begins here!  

I am very gratified that the Districts of 

Taylor and Hudson’s Hope continue to 

invest both their time and finances to 

support this initiative. The Mayors join me 

on the Select Committee to set the 

direction and ensure we make fiscally 

prudent decisions to both forward our 

agenda while recognizing that our current 

wins are much smaller than they were in 

the past. Improving rural road conditions 

continues to be as important going 

forward from 2020 as it was in 1996. The 

residents and industry who jointly use our 

roads deserve to know their concerns are 

important and that we remain committed 

to listening and action. 

To all road users - keep sending us 

pictures of your concerns, posting on our 

Facebook page (see link below) and please 

continue to contact MoTI (250) 787-3237 

and Dawson Road Maintenance (250) 262- 

2600. It is often the squeaky wheel that 

gets the grease.  

 

Karen Goodings, Director, Area ‘B’ PRRD  

A Message from the North Peace Rural Roads Committee Chair 


