ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY REPORT
PUBLIC EVENT #1 & IDEAS QUESTIONNAIRE
OVERVIEW
The Peace River Regional District (PRRD) is undertaking a Regional Park Design and Feasibility Study for Blackfoot Regional
Park and Montney Centennial Regional Park. The purpose of the Study is to develop a plan that will enhance the functionality,
environmental sustainability, safety, and fiscal and operational viability of the parks.
An integral component of the process is to understand the values and issues amongst community members including park
users, Peace River Regional District residents, stakeholders, PRRD staff, Regional Parks Committee, and the Regional Board.
This report provides a summary of Public Event #1 & the Ideas Questionnaire, which
occurred as part of the first phase of the planning process (Phase 1: Understanding the
Parks). This first phase focused on:

 Introducing the Regional Park Design Study to community members;
 Gathering information and perspectives about both parks from the community;
 Gathering input on a collective vision and objectives for the future of each park; and
 Generating ideas for new activities, amenities, programs, or other potential
improvements.
The Regional Park Design Study began in July 2017 and is planned to be complete in
November 2017. Subsequent phases of this process will focus on:

 Park Options Development (Phase 2)
 Final Park Plans Development and Review (Phase 3)

HOW INPUT WILL BE
USED
Input provided during
this phase will be
considered, along with
technical and financial
information, to develop
improvement options
and recommendations
for each park. These
options will be brought
back for public
consideration during
Phase 2.

This remainder of this summary is organized in the following sections:
Section

Description

1 | Engagement Process

Provides a brief overview of the process and outreach that was undertaken during
Phase 1

2

2 | Overview Summary of
Input:

Provides a consolidated summary of key input obtained, focusing on repeated and
common comments. This section will provide the reader with a high-level overview of
the input.

4

3 | Detailed Summary of
Ideas Questionnaire Results

Provides an expanded summary of all input received through the Ideas Questionnaire if
a reader wishes to delve deeper into the information.

6

Appendix A

Verbatim Responses from the Public Events

25

Appendix B

Verbatim Responses form the Ideas Questionnaire

28

Appendix C

Input Questionnaire Form

39

More information about the1 Regional Park Design Study
is available at www.prrd.bc.ca/engage

Refer to Page:

1 | ENGAGEMENT PROCESS
METHODOLOGY
Between July 14, 2017 to August 20, 2017, the PRRD provided information regarding the Regional Park Design Study and
sought initial input from the public through:
PARTICIPATION

 Two interactive community events:

 84 Completed
questionnaires

→ Montney Centennial Regional Park
14460 – 279 Road, Charlie Lake, BC
Saturday, July 29th from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
(concurrent with Parks Day)

 ~100 people attended
two public events (~70
at Montney Centennial
Regional Park Parks Day
and ~30 at Blackfoot
Regional Park)

→ Blackfoot Regional Park
213 Blackfoot Road, Clayhurst, BC
Sunday, July 30th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm

 Questionnaire in online format (using third-party survey software Simple Survey®) or in hard copy format
available at:
→ Community events
→ PRRD website: www.prrd.bc.ca/engage
→ PRRD’s Official Facebook page: www.facebook.com/OfficialPRRD
→ PRRD offices in Dawson Creek or Fort St. John, BC
Participants who submitted a completed questionnaire had the option to be entered into a draw for a chance to win a
$250 Canadian Tire Gift Card. The draw was completed August 25, 2017.

 Display Boards to support the events, including the following information:
→ Welcome and Overview – What is a Regional Park Plan? What is the Process? Design Study Objectives. How to
Share Ideas.
→ About the Parks – History, Location, Amenities, and Potential Challenges for Blackfoot Regional Park and
Montney Centennial Regional Park.
→ Explore the Possibilities – Participant ideas for what they envision in each park in the future. See Appendix A for
comments.
→ Community Mapping Exercise – Participant observations and ideas about each park. See Appendix A for
comments.
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NOTIFICATION
 PRRD Website: Communication on main page (link to Project
webpage); Engage! Page (www.prrd.bc.ca/engage/regional-parkdesign-study); and Events Calendar.

 PRRD Official Facebook Page: 7 posts on
www.facebook.com/OfficialPRRD from July 14 to August 11 (25 likes,
1 comment).

 Online Advertising: Banners on www.EnergeticCity.ca (Published July
19 – 29 resulting in 4 comments; 4 shares, 2 likes via Facebook);
www.TownWall.ca (Twitter via Taylor Comm Services); Tourism
Dawson Creek; Fort St. John Tourism; Moose FM event calendar; and
coordination with Parks Day communications.

 News Release: Article in Energeic City.ca
(https://energeticcity.ca/2017/07/prrd-inviting-residents-to-share-ideas-forregional-park-design-study/) published on July 27, 2017 to announce the
public events (14 shares).

 Postcard Mailout: 6,000 postcards distributed to rural addresses
within the PRRD the week of July 17.

 Poster / Large-Format and Directional Signage: Displayed in key
locations including PRRD solid waste transfer stations; three
community bulletin boards in Dawson Creek; both Regional District
offices (Dawson Creek and Fort St. John); on the PRRD website;
Charlie Lake Fire Station.

 Radio Advertising: Aired on local radio station Moose FM between
July 17 and July 29 (twice daily); Peace FM between July 17 and July
29 (twice daily); and Bell Media July 24 to July 29.

 Board Highlights: One newspaper notification was published in Board
Highlights on July 6.

 Email Communication: Notification of public events and email
reminder to identified stakeholders.
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2 | OVERVIEW SUMMARY OF INPUT
The following summary outlines key themes in the input received. This information is detailed further under Section Error!
Reference source not found. Error! Reference source not found.

KEY THEMES
Generally, comments received were positive and participants appreciated the opportunity to learn more about the parks and
provide input. The following key themes were observed:

•
•

Participants were mainly residents of Dawson Creek and Fort St. John between 30 and 60 years of age.

•

The main limitations for park use include: lack of facilities and amenities that suit people’s needs, concerns about unsanctioned
activities (parties, ATV use), park accessibility / location, and limited maintenance / upkeep.

•

While many appreciate that the parks provide no fee camping, a large percentage of questionnaire participants (43% for Blackfoot
and 57% for Montney Centennial) indicated that they would consider paid camping if there were improved/additional amenities.

A total of 55% of questionnaire participants have visited Blackfoot Regional Park and 44% have visited Montney Centennial Regional
Park. Most visit the parks occasionally, typically a few times a year.

BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK

•

Park users appreciate the relaxed, natural, and rustic feel of the park. Many
appreciate that the park offers a peaceful, quiet place to enjoy nature,
camping, or picnics.

•

The current park configuration and amenities could be functionally improved.
Desirable amenities include more campsites, water supply, improved/more
washrooms, improved boat launch, trails, and an enhanced day-use area.

•

A key challenge is the uncertainty about camping availability due to a lack of
reservation system and limited number campsites.

•

Many park users desire more supervision and management for safety,
particularly for unsanctioned activities and ATV use in family areas, as well as
general maintenance.

Figure 1: Blackfoot Regional Park

MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK

•

Many participants appreciate that the park is quiet and secluded with rustic
features as opposed to an extensively developed park with fees.

•

Some comments indicated that camping preferences can conflict, notably the
noise generated by generators and motorized activities affecting quieter
outdoor pursuits. Improvements could include division of RV camping and tent
camping, as well as considering elimination of motorized activities from some
parks/park areas.

•

Park users enjoy the park simplicity, but would like to see the park better
maintained for safety, camping, and families.

•

The park draws users to mainly fish, boat, or enjoy picnics. A lack of activities
was a significant factor in park use. Participants suggested that the park should
offer more family friendly activities and amenities including boat access.

Figure 2: Montney Centennial Regional Park

•

Park accessibility is a key factor in park use as the road leading to the park has slopes / surface that can be compromised by adverse
weather conditions.

•

Ideas were suggested to make the park more multi-functional, including establishment of a multi-use trail / activity network that
could accommodate hiking, mountain biking, disc golf, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, etc.
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ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES
Table I lists key comments related to issues and opportunities in each park recorded during the Public Event and Ideas
Questionnaire.
Table I: Summary of Issues and Opportunities for Both Parks

ISSUES
BLACKFOOT
REGIONAL
PARK

•

Lack of park management and regulation for
safety, vandalism, control of parties, ATV use

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Confusing campground configuration

•
•
•
•
•

MONTNEY
CENTENNIAL
REGIONAL
PARK

OPPORTUNITIES / IDEAS

•

Park attendant for monitoring and regulation of park
user activity (e.g. garbage, vandalism, parties,
emergencies)

•
•
•

Additional, expanded campsites with some hook-ups

•

Small store selling supplies (associated with
attendant position)

Road conditions can be impassable at times

•

Lack of adequate boat access, seasonal
challenges for creating a launch on the Peace
River

Park promotion and programming (e.g. Bike Day, Dog
Day, Geocaching Day, Teddy Bear Picnic, educational
sessions, astronomy camp-outs)

•

Clear, directional signage and maps (including
proximity to major centres)

•
•
•

Improvement of road conditions to park

Limited number of campsites and no hook ups
No information if campsites are booked
Lack of information or awareness of park
Limited activities and programming for families
Park location and remoteness

Lack of marked trails for hiking and walking
Inadequate washroom facilities
Lack of fresh drinking water supply
Concerns about steep slopes and safety
Limited maintenance

•
•

Poor road conditions (muddy, dusty)

•

Charlie Lake is not swimmable (poor water
quality, lack of shoreline or beach area)

Difficult to find due to lack of signage to get to
park from highway (recently upgraded)

•

Open park configuration and lack of privacy
(limited campsites, no private campsites)

•
•

Lack of park monitoring for safety

•

Limited amenities including adequate boat
launch and access point for deep water fishing

•
•
•

Need to address long-term campers

Insufficient maintenance and upkeep (littering,
dogs)

Limited park information
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Improved day-use area, parking, and activities
including a larger playground, central cook station

Improved boat launch
Marked trails (hiking, biking, and horse riding in
summer and cross-country skiing and snowshoeing in
winter, ATV-specific trails)

•
•

Clean toilets; fresh drinking water supply

•

Remove/manage danger trees

•
•

Improve road conditions to park

•
•

Provide sandy beach and clean up lake

•
•
•

Provide park monitoring and enforcement

•
•

Not enough activities (lack of trails, other
activities)

Reservation system

Grassy areas for play and picnics and enhanced tree
planting by the river

Provide directional signage, maps, and park
information (e.g. interpretive for environmental
impact, bird species, other species)
Reconfigure campground with designated campsites
to improve privacy
Provide maintenance; removal of dead trees
Provide amenities (e.g. playground/play area for kids,
additional walking/hiking trails, designated fire pits,
day use parking, boat launch with aggregate or dock
with benches, upgraded washroom facilities, ATV
trails, disc golf)
Enforce maximum for park stay duration (14 days)
Day use area with grassy areas for picnics and
playing, picnic tables, gazebos, covered area

3 | DETAILED SUMMARY OF QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS
The following section provides a more detailed summary of the results of each question in the Ideas Questionnaire. The Ideas
Questionnaire gathering input in four parts:

 Part 1: Demographics of potential park users
 Part 2: Blackfoot Regional Park – Current and Future Park Use
 Part 3: Montney Centennial Regional Park – Current and Future Park Use
 Part 4: Ideas & Experiences and General Comments
A full record of verbatim comments from the questionnaire input is in Appendix B.

PART 1: PARTICIPANT DEMOGRAPHICS
To understand park users and demographics, participants were asked to answer the following six questions.
QUESTION 1: IN WHICH AGE GROUP ARE YOU?

 Most participants were between the ages of 30 to 59 years old (73.5% combined).
 There was limited participation from individuals under the age of 29 (12.6%) or over the age of 60 (13.9%).
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
0 TO 19 YEARS

2.5%
10.1%

20 TO 29 YEARS

30.4%

30 TO 39 YEARS

19.0%

40 TO 49 YEARS

24.1%

50 TO 59 YEARS

11.4%

60 TO 69 YEARS
70 YEARS AND OVER

2.5%

P R E F E R N O T T O S A Y 0.0

QUESTION 2: WHAT IS YOUR GENDER?

 More females (64.5%) than males (34.2%) participated in

PREFER NOT TO SAY
1%

the questionnaire.

MALE
34%

FEMALE
65%
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QUESTION 3: WHERE DO YOU LIVE?
Participants were asked to identify where they lived:

 The largest percentage of participants reside in either the City of Dawson Creek (29.3%) or the City of Fort St. John
(26.8%).

 Several other participants reside in Electoral Area C (11%) and Electoral Area B (8.5%), or identified living in an other
specific community in the PRRD (9.8%).

 Other communities where participants identified as residing included Rolla, Diamond Willow Sub, Doe River,
Farmington, Winnowing, Cecil Lake, and Charlie Lake.

 Almost 5% of participants reside in Alberta.
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
29.3%

CITY OF DAWSON CREEK

26.8%

CITY OF FORT ST. JOHN

11.0%

ELECTORAL AREA C

9.8%

OTHER COMMUNITY IN THE PRRD (PLEASE NAME):
ELECTORAL AREA B
ALBERTA

8.5%
4.9%

ELECTORAL AREA D

2.4%

ELECTORAL AREA E

2.4%

DISTRICT OF CHETWYND

1.2%

DISTRICT OF TAYLOR

1.2%

WEST MOBERLY FIRST NATIONS

1.2%

OTHER REGION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

1.2%

D I S T R I C T O F H U D S O N ' S H O P E 0.0
D I S T R I C T O F T U M B L E R R I D G E 0.0
V I L L A G E O F P O U C E C O U P E 0.0
B L U E B E R R Y R I V E R F I R S T N A T I O N S 0.0
D O I G R I V E R F I R S T N A T I O N 0.0
H A L F W A Y R I V E R F I R S T N A T I O N 0.0
K W A D A C H A F I R S T N A T I O N 0.0
S A U L T E A U F I R S T N A T I O N S 0.0
T S A Y K E H D E N E B A N D 0.0
O T H E R C A N A D I A N P R O V I N C E ( P L E A S E N A M E ) : 0.0
O T H E R C O U N T R Y ( P L E A S E N A M E ) : 0.0
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QUESTION 4: DO YOU CURRENTLY USE EITHER OF THE PARKS?

 55% of participants identified using Blackfoot Regional Park.
 44% identified using Montney Centennial Regional Park.
Blackfoot Regional Park

Montney Centennial Regional Park
YES
55%

YES
44%

NO
45%

NO
56%

QUESTION 5: HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE?

 A large percentage of participants heard about the questionnaire through Facebook (42%).
 The Peace River Regional District website (24.7%) and the Parks Day event at Montney Centennial Park (18.5%) also
informed a number of participants.
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
42.0%

FACEBOOK

24.7%

PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT WEBSITE

18.5%

PARKS DAY EVENT

12.4%

POSTCARD IN THE MAIL

12.4%

WORD OF MOUTH
ENERGETICCITY.CA

6.2%

RADIO

6.2%

POSTER/SIGNAGE

6.2%

OTHER, PLEASE SPECIFY:

6.2%

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS NEWSPAPER NOTIFICATION

4.9%

EMAIL

4.9%

QUESTION 6: I WISH TO PROVIDE INPUT ON:

 Both Parks (37%)
 Only Blackfoot Regional Park (32%)
 Only Montney Centennial Regional Park (31%)
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PART 2: BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK

Figure 3: Blackfoot Regional Park Site Map (above) and park location (above right).

CURRENT PARK USE
To understand how visitors currently use Blackfoot Regional Park, participants answered the following five questions.

QUESTION 7: HOW FREQUENTLY WOULD YOU SAY YOU VISIT THE PARK?
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
18.2%

ONCE PER YEAR

34.6%

2-5 TIMES PER YEAR

12.7%

6-10 TIMES PER YEAR
1 1 O R M O R E T I M E S P E R Y E A R 0.0
OCCASIONALLY (E.G. 1-2 TIMES IN THE PAST FIVE
YEARS)

20.0%
14.6%

I NEVER VISIT THE PARK (SKIP TO QUESTION 9)
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QUESTION 8: WHAT ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN AT BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK?
Top three activities:

1. Picnicking
2. Nature appreciation and learning (e.g. wildflowers, vegetation, wildlife)
3. Camping (RV or trailer)
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
58.7%

PICNICKING

54.4%

NATURE APPRECIATION AND LEARNING

45.7%

CAMPING (RV OR TRAILER)
SWIMMING, PLAYING IN THE WATER, SUNBATHING

37.0%

HIKING

37.0%
32.6%

PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES

28.3%

CAMPING (TENT)

21.7%

BIRDWATCHING

19.6%

MOTORIZED SPORTS (ATVS)
HISTORICAL INTEREST (OLD CLAYHURST FERRY CROSSING)

17.4%

BOATING (MOTORIZED)

17.4%

FISHING

13.0%

BOATING (NON-MOTORIZED)

8.7%

OTHER OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

8.7%

MOUNTAIN BIKING

2.2%

“Other” identified activities included:

 Sandcastle building
 Dog walking
 Tobogganing
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QUESTION 9: WHAT, IF ANYTHING, LIMITS YOUR USE OF BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK?
A large percentage of participants (34.7%) indicated that little or nothing limits their use of the park.
The top three limitations:

1. Concerns about unsanctioned activities (parties, vandalism)
2. Lack of facilities and amenities
3. Park location
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
34.7%

LITTLE OR NOTHING LIMITS OUR USE

28.6%

CONCERNS ABOUT UNSANCTIONED ACTIVITIES

24.5%

LACK OF PARK FACILITIES / AMENITIES

20.4%

PARK LOCATION

18.4%

NOT ENOUGH INFORMATION ABOUT THE PARK

10.2%

SAFETY CONCERNS
TRAIL CONDITIONS
DIFFICULTY FINDING AND ACCESSING THE PARK

6.1%
2.0%
16.3%

OTHER

“Other” limitations for park use besides the reasons listed included:

 Lack of well-maintained trails
 Lack of control of park user activity such as parties
 Distance (to travel)
 No hiking and mountain biking trails
 No RV hook-ups
 Unmaintained boat launch and difficult river access
 Conflicts with motorbike or quad use (lack of management, speed, misuse)
 Lack of a reservation system
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QUESTION 10: IF YOU’VE VISITED BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK, WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF SATISFACTION WITH
THE FOLLOWING ASPECTS?

 In general, participants noted that they were satisfied with most park elements.
 Participants indicated that they were most “dissatisfied” or “very dissatisfied” with the boat ramp (40.5%) and ATV
management (31.6%).
PARK LAYOUT / CONFIGURATION

27.5%

ATV MANAGEMENT
BOAT RAMP

10.5%

29.0%

2.7% 13.5%

PARK SAFETY

10.5%

24.3%

PLAYGROUND

13.5%
17.5%

17.5%

13.2%

2.6%

10.8%

48.7%

SIGNAGE

11.4%

48.6%

10.0%

20.0%

VERY SATISFIED

30.0%

5.1% 5.1% 10.3%
8.1% 5.4% 8.1%
18.9%
20.0%

40.0%

SATISFIED

12.5%

29.0%

70.3%

TRAILS

2.5% 7.5%

5.0%

66.7%

8.1%

8.1%

44.7%

34.2%

12.8%

0.0%

13.5%

39.5%

21.1%

PARK MAINTENANCE

43.2%

42.5%

15.8%

10.0%

29.0%

47.5%

22.5%

HORSESHOE PITS

21.1%

48.7%

25.0%

TOILETS

10.0%

16.2%

16.2%

PARK CAMPSITES

PARK ROADS

52.5%

50.0%

DISSATISFIED

60.0%

70.0%

8.1%

13.5%

5.7%

14.3%

80.0%

VERY DISSATISFIED

90.0%

100.0%

NO OPINION

Other comments concerning park aspects for Blackfoot Regional Park included:

 Love of the park based on relaxed camping setting, beauty, and that it is a no fee campsite.
 Desire for improved maintenance (feels neglected).
 Desire for improved management (concerns about ATV noise, ATV use, and bush parties).
 Desire for improved amenities including more trails, larger playground, better signage, boat launch for access to the
river (which can be seasonally challenging depending on silt and woody debris deposition), more campsites,
improved toilets, and day use parking.

 Easier access to the tenting area – remove big logs blocking the entrance.
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QUESTION 11: WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE ARE THE BIGGEST ISSUES OR CHALLENGES IN BLACKFOOT REGIONAL
PARK?

 Lack of park management (park attendant for monitoring of park user activity including garbage and vandalism) and
regulation (for safety due to remoteness, control of parties, and ATV management)

 Campground configuration
 Limited campsites and no hook-ups
 No information if campsites are booked
 Lack of day-use area
 Lack of activities for families
 Limited park knowledge – suggested park promotion to increase awareness
 Lack of programming (suggested programming included Bike Day, Dog Day, Geocaching Day, Teddy Bear Picnic,
educational sessions, astronomy camp-outs)

 Park location (suggestion to provide clear directional signage including proximity to major centres)
 Park road conditions can be impassable at times
 Inadequate boat access to river
 Lack of marked trails (suggestion to develop trails specifically for hiking, biking, and horse riding in summer and crosscountry skiing and snowshoeing in winter as well as ATV-specific trails)

 Lack of clean toilets
 Lack of fresh drinking water supply

FUTURE PARK USE
To identify potential improvements in Blackfoot Regional Park, participants were asked to provide input on future park use.
QUESTION 12: IF YOU COULD DESCRIBE IN ONE WORD OR SHORT PHRASE YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF
BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
Words generated:

•
•

Safe

Picnic by the river

Family friendly fun

•
•

•

Easy going

•

Explore the natural beauty of the Peace River

•
•

More campsites

•
•

Hidden gem

•
•

More supervision

Green oasis on banks of Peace River

Peaceful and quiet place to relax and enjoy nature

•
•

•

Maintain rustic feel

•

Cater to larger RV's with hook-ups

•
•

Usable

Boater destination

Functional

•
•

•

Responsible quad use

•

Beautiful, quiet park to enjoy with family and friends

Better playground
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Keep natural

Free
Well-maintained, clearly marked trails for hiking/biking

Less vandalism and partying

PRELIMINARY DRAFT VISION FOR BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK
Blackfoot Regional Park invites people to explore the natural splendor of the Peace River in a rustic, quiet,
and family-friendly forest space, becoming the starting point to many great adventures and memories.

QUESTION 13: WHAT AMENITIES DO YOU THINK MIGHT WARRANT CONSIDERATION IN BLACKFOOT REGIONAL
PARK?
The top three amenities that participants felt might warrant consideration for Blackfoot Regional Park included:

1. More Walking/Hiking Trails
2. Drinking Water Tap
3. More RV/Trailer Campsites (tie)
3. Group Picnic Shelter (tie)
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
70.5%

MORE WALKING/HIKING TRAILS

56.8%

DRINKING WATER TAP

47.7%

MORE RV/TRAILER CAMPSITES

47.7%

GROUP PICNIC SHELTER

40.9%

IMPROVED BOAT LAUNCH

38.6%

ADDITIONAL PLAYGROUND FACILITIES
DESIGNATED ATV TRAILS

36.4%

PLUMBED SHOWER / WASHROOM BUILDING

36.4%
34.1%

CARETAKER COTTAGE / OFFICE

29.6%

MORE INDIVIDUAL PICNIC AREAS
CAMPSITES WITH HOOKUPS
INTERPRETIVE INFORMATION
MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS
MORE TENT CAMPSITES
EVENT SPACE / STAGE

27.3%
25.0%
22.7%
20.5%
15.9%

O T H E R S U G G E S T I O N S 0.0

Other suggestions included:

 Plant new trees to replace the old trees
 Water (even non-potable water for dishes and putting out campfires)
 Day use parking
 Well-maintained washroom facilities
 Centre cook station with picnic tables and camp wood stove
 ATV management
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QUESTION 14: IF BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK WAS ENHANCED TO INCLUDE IMPROVED/ADDITIONAL FACILITIES,
WOULD YOU CONSIDER PAYING FOR CAMPING IN THE PARK?

 Many participants (43%) indicated that they would support paid camping if it meant that there were improved or
additional facilities in the park.

 About one-quarter (24%) indicated a preference that the park remain more rustic with free camping.
NO, I WOULD PREFER THE

YES, I WOULD CONSIDER PAID

PARK REMAIN MORE RUSTIC

CAMPING IF THERE WERE

WITH FREE CAMPING.

IMPROVED/ADDITIONAL

24%

FACILITIES.

43%

MAYBE, DEPENDING ON AMENITIES
AVAILABLE AND COST.
33%
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PART 3: MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK

Figure 4: Montney Centennial Regional Park Site Map (above) and park location (above right).

CURRENT PARK USE
To understand how visitors currently use Montney Centennial Regional Park, participants answered the following five
questions.
QUESTION 15: HOW FREQUENTLY WOULD YOU SAY YOU VISIT THE PARK?

PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
17.8%

ONCE PER YEAR

40.0%

2-5 TIMES PER YEAR

8.9%

6-10 TIMES PER YEAR
1 1 O R M O R E T I M E S P E R Y E A R 0.0
I ONLY VISIT THE PARK OCCASIONALLY (E.G. 1-2 TIMES
IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS)

22.2%
11.1%

I NEVER VISIT THE PARK (SKIP TO QUESTION 18)
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QUESTION 16: WHAT ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN AT MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK?
Top three activities:

1. Fishing
2. Boating (motorized)
3. Picnicking
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
53.9%

FISHING

46.2%

BOATING (MOTORIZED)

41.0%

PICNICKING
WINTER SPORTS (SNOWMOBILING, ICE FISHING,
SNOWSHOEING, SKIING)

35.9%

BOATING (NON-MOTORIZED - E.G. SAILING,
KAYAKING, CANOEING)

33.3%

NATURE APPRECIATION (WILDFLOWERS, VEGETATION,
WILDLIFE)

28.2%

CAMPING (RV OR TRAILER)

20.5%

HIKING

20.5%

SWIMMING, PLAYING IN THE WATER, SUNBATHING

15.4%

VISITING THE NORTHLAND TRAILBLAZERS
SNOWMOBILE CLUB

15.4%
7.7%

BIRDWATCHING
CAMPING (TENT)

5.1%

M O U N T A I N B I K I N G 0.0
O T H E R O U T D O O R R E C R E A T I O N A L A C T I V I T I E S 0.0

Participants did not identify any other activities that they participate in at Montney Centennial Regional Park.
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QUESTION 17: WHAT, IF ANYTHING, LIMITS YOUR USE OF MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK?

 The main reason people do not visit Montney Centennial Regional Park is lack of park facilities/amenities that suit
their needs (42.2%).

 Park accessibility, lack of park information, and concerns about unsanctioned activities were also identified as
limitations (each 17.8%).
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
LACK OF PARK FACILITIES / AMENITIES THAT SUIT OUR
NEEDS

42.2%
35.6%

LITTLE OR NOTHING LIMITS OUR USE
DIFFICULTY FINDING AND ACCESSING THE PARK

17.8%

NOT ENOUGH INFORMATION ABOUT THE PARK

17.8%

CONCERNS ABOUT UNSANCTIONED ACTIVITIES (E.G.
PARTIES, VANDALISM, FIREARMS USE)

17.8%
13.3%

TRAIL CONDITIONS
PARK LOCATION

11.1%

OTHER

11.1%
8.9%

SAFETY CONCERNS

“Other” limitations for park use aside from reasons listed included:

 Road leading into the park (rough and dusty)
 Lack of signage
 Limited day use area
 Limited available campsites (issues with long-term campers occupying sites for long periods)
 No campsites with hook-ups
 Charlie Lake water quality (conditions of the lake water)
 Lack of a “family” feel
 Lack of activities
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QUESTION 18: IF YOU’VE VISITED MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK, WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF
SATISFACTION WITH THE FOLLOWING ASPECTS?

 Generally, many were satisfied with the park elements at Montney Centennial Regional Park.
 Participants indicated that they were most “dissatisfied” or “very dissatisfied” with the boat ramp (40.5%), park
campsites (36.8%), and park toilets and picnic amenities (32.4% each).
13.9%

PARK LAYOUT / CONFIGURATION

BOAT RAMP 2.7%

50.0%
35.1%

27.0%

PARK SAFETY 5.4%

7.9%

TOILETS

8.1%

PICNIC AMENITIES

8.1%

PARK MAINTENANCE

8.3%

SIGNAGE

13.2%

31.4%

14.3%

10.0%

20.0%

VERY SATISFIED

30.0%
SATISFIED

18.4%

50.0%

DISSATISFIED

16.7%
15.8%

42.9%

19.4%
40.0%

21.6%
5.6%

5.7%

41.7%

16.2%

8.1%
25.0%

42.1%

21.1%

8.1%

24.3%

44.4%

13.5%

7.9%

24.3%

37.8%

8.3%

0.0%

28.9%

43.2%

TRAILS 5.7%

21.6%

18.9%

34.2%

10.5%

5.6%5.6%

13.5%

62.2%

PARK CAMPSITES

PARK ROADS

25.0%

60.0%

2.8%
70.0%

VERY DISSATISFIED

27.8%
80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

NO OPINION

QUESTION 19: WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE ARE THE BIGGEST ISSUES OR CHALLENGES IN MONTNEY CENTENNIAL
REGIONAL PARK?

 Poor road conditions (muddy conditions when it rains, dusty conditions)
 Difficult to find due to lack of signage to get to park from highway recently upgraded
 Charlie Lake is not swimmable (due to poor water quality, lack of shoreline or beach area)
 Poor park configuration and lack of privacy (limited campsites, no private campsites)
 Lack of park monitoring for safety
 Lack of maintenance and upkeep
 Limited amenities (e.g. play area for kids, additional walking/hiking trails, designated fire pits, day use parking, boat
launch or dock, and upgraded/additional washroom facilities)

 Need to address long-term campers
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FUTURE PARK USE
To understand participant needs and wants for potential improvements for Montney Centennial Regional Park, participants
were asked to provide input on future park use.
QUESTION 20: IF YOU COULD DESCRIBE IN ONE WORD OR SHORT PHRASE YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF
MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
Respondents were asked to provide in one word or a short phrase their vision for the future of the park. Common words and
phrases were:

•

Leave as is

•

Fishing or boating dock

•

Close enough to home but far enough away for a holiday

•

Picnic

•

Accessible for all campers

•

Family friendly campsite

•

Multi-use area that attracts people

•

RV friendly

•

Day use activities (hiking on designated trails, viewpoints
for lake and wildlife)

•

Safe

•

Clean water in Charlie Lake

•

Upgraded

•

Quiet, peaceful

•

Quiet

•

Secret treasure in Peace Country

•

Larger

•

Hidden gem

•

Rustic

•

Better upkeep

•

One with nature

•

Nicer camping facility

•

Safe environment

PRELIMINARY DRAFT VISION MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK
Montney Centennial Regional Park offers unique, remote recreational experiences on Charlie Lake that invite
people to stay for a day or for a week and enjoy solitude and peace in a lakefront forest.
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QUESTION 21: WHAT AMENITIES DO YOU THINK MIGHT WARRANT CONSIDERATION IN MONTNEY CENTENNIAL
REGIONAL PARK?
Top three amenities:

1. Fishing Dock
2. Improved Toilets
3. Swimming Dock (tie)
3. Group Picnic Shelter (tie)
PERCENTAGE (%) OF PARTICIPANTS
73.7%

FISHING DOCK

60.5%

IMPROVED TOILETS

57.9%

SWIMMING DOCK

57.9%

GROUP PICNIC SHELTER

55.3%

HIKING TRAILS
MORE RV/TRAILER CAMPSITES

44.7%

IMPROVED BOAT LAUNCH (FOR MOTORIZED BOATS)

44.7%

INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE (NATURAL, WILDLIFE, BIRDS)

39.5%

WINTER ACTIVITIES (E.G. SLEDDING, SKIIING)

39.5%
36.8%

MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS

31.6%

MORE TENT CAMPSITES

31.6%

GROUP CAMPSITE

29.0%

IMPROVED BOAT LAUNCH (FOR NON-MOTORIZED…

26.3%

ADDITIONAL CAMPING AMENITIES

18.4%

CAMPSITES WITH HOOKUPS
HORSE FACILITIES (E.G. TRAILS, CORRALS FOR…

13.2%
5.3%

OTHER SUGGESTIONS

Other suggestions included:

 Disc golf (positive effects, blends well with other park activities such as skiing and mountain biking, and there is a
local club that could support planning / fundraising – Fort St. John Disc Sports Club)

 Dog management (waste bags)
 Improved washrooms (handrail)
 Sandy beach
 Fishing dock
 Playground
 Tent sites (few places in the area to go for quiet tent camping while there are many options for RVs)
 Trails around the lake
 Motor-free to leave space for quiet outdoor pursuits
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QUESTION 14: IF MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK WAS ENHANCED TO INCLUDE IMPROVED/ADDITIONAL
FACILITIES, WOULD YOU CONSIDER PAYING FOR CAMPING IN THE PARK?

 The majority of participants (57%) indicated they would support paid camping if there were additional / improved
facilities.
NO, I WOULD PREFER THE

YES, I WOULD CONSIDER

PARK REMAIN MORE RUSTIC

PAID CAMPING IF THERE

WITH FREE CAMPING.

WERE

19%

IMPROVED/ADDITIONAL
FACILITIES.

57%

MAYBE, DEPENDING ON AMENITIES
AVAILABLE AND COST.
24%
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PART 4: GENERAL QUESTIONS
QUESTION 23. HAVE YOU VISITED A PROVINCIAL, REGIONAL, OR OTHER TYPE OF BACKCOUNTRY PARK AND HAD
A GREAT EXPERIENCE? IF YES, PLEASE TELL US THE NAME OF THE PARK AND WHAT MADE IT GREAT.

•

Swan Lake Provincial Park (south of Dawson Creek) – family
friendly, boat launch, dock, green areas (but fee)

•

Jones Lake Recreation ARea (Chilliwack) – beautiful lake
with swimming, variety of campsites for both families and
other groups, very rustic, pay shower, secluded (no cell
service) but close enough for a weekend getaway, park
warden, free camping

•

Heart Lake (Pine Le Moray Provincial Park) – beautiful,
rustic, water-side sites, free camping

•

Liard Hot Springs Provincial Park (Alaska Hwy)

•

Kiskatinaw Provincial Park (Alaska Hwy)

•

Desolation Sound Marine Provincial Park – marine park but
good amenities in the park

•

Mile 54 Campground at Charlie Lake (Charlie Lake Provincial
Park) – cleanliness, paths, and very clean outhouse
facilities, tidy campsites, ability to reserve

•

Provincial Parks (e.g. Fintry Park, Christina Lake, Lakelse
Lake) – reservation system so confirmed spot, shower
facilities, outdoor kitchen sinks

•

William Lake – well water supply, paved roads, good park
attendants

•

Blackfoot Regional Park – nostalgic, free to camp, seems
well cared for

•

Stewart Lake

•

•

Galloping Goose Trail (Capital Regional District) –
management of motorized uses

Meziadin Lake Provincial Park (Hwy 37) – good park
operator, well maintained, lakefront sites

•

•

Beatton Provincial Park (Charlie Lake) – paved but natural,
good snow shoe trails, good camping facilities, day use area
for swimming and picnicking

Southern Interior Campgrounds – lots of amenities,
maintain water resource

•

Whistlers Campground (Jasper) – wash basins outside of
washrooms, fire permit for fee (free wood)

•

Peace Island Park (Taylor)

•

Pacific Rim National Park (Tofino)

•

Campbell Valley Regional Park (Langley) – variety of trails,
group picnic shelters, parking, wheelchair accessibility,
camping, off leash dog areas)

•

Carp Lake Provincial Park (near McLeod Lake) – peaceful
solitude, quiet, beautiful, fish cleaning station at boat
launch, free firewood

•

Aldergrove Regional Park (Aldergrove) – variety of trails,
group picnic shelters, parking, and educational sessions

•

Cotillion Park (west of Spirit River, AB) – shower/washroom
facility, but fee

•

Tumbler Ridge (Lions Flatbed Creek Campground, Monkman
Cascades Trail) – many great backcountry campgrounds
and hiking areas including Monkman Cascades (fire rings,
tent sites, and simple but clean pit toilets) and Lions
Campground (large play area and creek)

•

Alberta Parks – many have group picnic shelter, plumbed
shower and washroom facility (paid by oil companies
working in the area that have profits that can pay for
facilities)

•

•

One Island Lake Provincial Park (south of Dawson Creek) –
nice campground

Oles Lake Provincial Recreation Area (Hwy 2, north of
Grande Prairie, AB) – trail around the lake, sandy beach,
and playground

•

Juniper Beach Provincial Park (Cache Creek) – along the
Thompson river to explore, great swimming area, good
fishing spots, full hook-up sites, grassy tent area, pay
showers, play area for children to play and ride bikes

•

Mount Revelstoke National Park – hiking trails, clean, well
maintained

•

Moberly Lake Provincial Park – natural beauty, clean toilets,
regulations on park use (issues in 2017 are due to lack of
enforcement on rules at night and hours of generator use)

•

Moonshine Lake (Hwy 49, west of Spirit River, AB) –
common area for BBQs, open but treed for privacy
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QUESTION 24: DO YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, CONCERNS, OR IDEAS ABOUT EITHER PARK THAT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE AT THIS TIME?
PAID CAMPING / NO-FEE CAMPING

 Some park users appreciate the no fee option to camp and are satisfied with limited services and the rustic aspect as
it allows them to camp more during the summer.

 A reservation system would be beneficial, as both parks are remote and can be busy and full during the summer
months.

 Some park users suggested that if there is a fee with a park attendant, park users would respect the park more and
there would be less misuse.
CAMPING PREFERENCES

 There are a variety of park users including those who seek out parks for quiet,
rustic, and natural settings and those who prefer motorized activities (RVs,
quads, ski-doos, power boats, generators). This can impact those park users
who prefer a quieter style of camping (tenting, canoeing, snow shoeing) or
family recreation.
PARK MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE

 Local community members may not use the parks due to limited management
of ATVs, noise, unsanctioned activities, and garbage.

 Desire for clean, well maintained parks.
 Desire for an on-site park attendant.
 Maintenance of roadway trees (to accommodate larger RVs).

“The large RV campers do
not notice the impact they
have on those seeking a
different style of camping;
their noise trumps the
silence of nature. Having a
mere buffer of trees does
not eliminate the noise or
nuisance caused by other
types of campers and takes
away from the natural
serenity.”

 Improve maintenance of Road 277 to Montney Centennial Regional Park to
account for additional traffic during summer.
ENVIRONMENT

 Take steps to improve the water quality of Charlie Lake.
 Enhance parks as natural areas.
 Blackfoot Regional Park has unique presence of fireflies.
AMENITIES

 Install a water pump at Blackfoot or install signage to use unpotable water at own risk.
GENERAL

 Need for a Regional Park that is closer to the City of Dawson Creek (suggestion for PRRD take over the Nordic Ski Hill
on Bear Mountain and manage it in the summer and winter seasons).
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APPENDIX A:
COMMUNITY EVENT FEEDBACK
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“EXPLORE IT, ENVISION IT” RESULTS
During the community events, participants were asked to help explore the possibilities for Blackfoot and Montney Centennial
Regional Parks by writing down words about what they envision for the two parks.
VISION FOR THE PARKS
BLACKFOOT
REGIONAL PARK

•

Less vandalism and partying

MONTNEY
CENTENNIAL
REGIONAL PARK

•
•
•
•
•
•

Boat launch dock/wharf

•
•
•
•

Access to point for deep water fishing

Interpretive signage (environmental impact)
Reduce littering and smoking
Grassy areas for picnics and playing
Lake “clean-up”
Dock with benches (currently snowmobile club dock is
used)
Park signage, maps, and park promotion
Playground
Improved boat launch (better aggregate)
Figure 5: "Envision it, Explore it" Activity

COMMUNITY MAPPING RESULTS
During the community events, participants were asked to record their observations and ideas for each park by adding a sticky
note to the park maps.

Figure 7: Community Mapping Exercise for Blackfoot Regional Park

Figure 6: Community Mapping Exercise for Montney
Centennial Regional Park.
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SUGGESTED PARK IMPROVEMENTS
BLACKFOOT
REGIONAL PARK

MONTNEY
CENTENNIAL
REGIONAL PARK

WHAT PEOPLE LIKE

•

Park management and enforcement potentially with fee
(security, emergencies)

•

Improved walking trails (to beach, dog walking)

•

Consider steep slopes due to safety and liability issues

•

Interpretive signage, park maps, and directional signage to
park

•

ATV management and regulation in park and beach
area/sand dune area

•

Garbage cans

•

 Relaxed setting

Improvements to boat launch for safety

 No fee campsite

•

Enhanced tree planting by river

•

Grassy areas for play and picnics

•

Paved route to improve campsite accessibility

•

Dock with benches (currently snowmobile club dock is used)

•

Access to point for deep water fishing

•

Park signage, maps, and park promotion

•

Playground

•

Boat launch (better aggregate)

•

Improve road maintenance to park to alleviate issues with
rain and dust

•

Day use or picnic areas including gazebo, picnic tables, or
covered areas

•

Walking trails

•

Designated campsites (improve privacy)

•

Remove dead trees

•

Enforcement/patrols

•

Limitations for park stay duration (14 days maximum)

•

Interpretive signage on unique bird species

•

Improve multi-use aspects of park (disc golf, cross-country
skiing, snowshoeing, mountain bike trails)
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Blackfoot Regional Park
 Large, private
campsites
 Group camping (large
areas)
 Shallow swimming area
that is ideal for families
 Trees

Montney Centennial
Regional Park
 Secluded park with
rustic features
 Quaint, peaceful park
on Charlie Lake
 No fee campsite

APPENDIX B:
IDEAS QUESTIONNAIRE VERBATIM
RESPONSES
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BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK
CURRENT PARK USE
QUESTION 9: PARK USE LIMITATIONS

 Love this park.
 Safety. Lack of well-maintained trails to walk on.
 Distance to get there.
 Lack of additional hiking and/or mountain biking.
 We live on lake shore property at Swan Lake - it is park like every day!
 My experience with these types of parks is that it is hard to get a campsite as reservations cannot be made.
 Busy farming.
 Would like to see services inside the park such as hook-ups.
 Unmaintained boat launch; difficult river access for boat launching due to silt deposits from recent flood events.
 No boat launch.
 Sometimes parties get out of hand (usually grad parties).
 Motor bikes and four-wheelers running around camping area at fast speeds.
 Too many people misusing the park for parting and driving their quads in the park.
QUESTION 10: SATISFACTION WITH PARK ELEMENTS

 Don't appreciate the ATV noise. Don't use the boat ramp or horseshoe pits. No problem with park safety. Need more
trails. Larger playground would be nice.

 Boat launch not in service but people still use it; signage is minimal.
 We have been going to Blackfoot for over 25 years and we like the relaxed camping setting. It is beautiful down
there, and we like the fact that it is a no-fee campsite.

 Lack of day use parking.
 Like it.
 Maintenance could be better.
 Boat access to river.
 It feels neglected. Bush parties and quads are ruining the outdoors in the Peace.
 Existing boat launch not maintained and river access is seasonally difficult depending on silt and woody debris
deposition.

 Could use a few more camp sites. I am a respectful ATV rider. Boat ramp is gone. Could have more trails for ATV &
walking.

 Should be more camping spots and should have more toilets.
 There are not enough toilets.
 Love this park.
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QUESTION 11: BIGGEST ISSUES OR CHALLENGES

 The control of parties and ATV use.
 ATV use and partying.
 Vandalism.
 More campsites would be nice.
 Lack of attractions for day use.
 Awareness of location, awareness of proximity to Fort St. John and Dawson Creek.
 Not enough campsites.
 Signage has always been confusing.
 Monitoring the park. Unregulated, I am concerned about camping with partiers.
 Party spot and feelings of unsafe.
 Vandalism and lack of things to do.
 Controlling unsanctioned events (parties) and vandalism.
 Not enough camping spots.
 Road condition going down the hill from industrial activity, heavy haulers, etc.
 Boat access to river.
 People partying and leaving garbage.
 Hiking trails
 Fairly remote - hard to police, maintain.
 Boat launch.
 Keep grad parties contained.
 Need water supply for campers.
 No boat launch.
 Needs an attendant to oversee stuff regularly.
 Park roads make it impassable in some areas.
 The last time I was there a few year ago it was mainly teenagers partying. Makes me hesitate to take my kids now.
 ATV's in the park and driving out into the main road, someone will get hurt or killed.
 Provide safety for park users from others park users.
 Not knowing if sites are booked.
 More variety of trails for walking, bicycle, and horses in the summer. Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing in the
winter.

 No day use area.
 Highway directions to get there from main roads.
 Broken glass.
 ATV use.
 Lack of fresh water supply.
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 Garbage from inconsiderate campers.
 Three of camp sites.
 It feels neglected.
 Size - more area should be in the park to be utilized for hiking, etc.
 Lack of advertising - haven't heard much about it.
 Find ways to expand & increase campsites.
 Question: Are you going to replace the water supply being removed?
 Park campsite.
 A boat launch.
 Sometimes, depending on who camped there last, the sites can be in a state of disrepair.
 I don't think it has enough to do for my kids.
 Need a park attendant to cut the parties down and misuse of the park/ lots of garbage left behind on the road and
park.

 Provide safe camping spots.
 More weekend activities. Bicycle day at the park. Dog day at the park. Geocaching day. Teddy bears picnic. More
educational sessions. Camp-out under the skies with telescopes.

 No hook-ups.
 Minimal winter time use.
 Campground layout.
 Need more camp spots.
 Better marked and more developed / distinguished trails.
 A bit tired looking.
 Not sure.
 Increase trails - walking trails & ATV trails.
 ATV management.
 Need to expand number of campsites.
 Lack of signs on hiking trails.
 People driving ripping up the Goleta Creek Hill and Clay Hurst Hill with quads, side by side, and vehicles.
 Provide clean toilets and drinking water.

FUTURE PARK USE
QUESTION 12: VISION

 Safe family fun.
 More campsites.
 Large playground, more supervision.
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 Peaceful and quiet.
 Rustic and usable.
 Just a nice family park with option to quad responsibility.
 Some improvements, but please keep it the rustic campsite it is.
 A place to relax and enjoy nature.
 Picnic by the river.
 Overnight and day use campsite.
 Keep natural.
 Safe and family friendly.
 Explore the natural beauty of the Peace River.
 Family friendly and easy going.
 Great camping near the Peace River.
 Hidden gem.
 Make more sites.
 Peaceful.
 Free.
 Green oasis on banks of river with well-maintained and clearly marked trails both for hiking and biking.
 More campsites, and more to cater to larger RV's.
 Boater destination.
 Family friendly, fun park.
 Functional.
 Actual hiking trails in the area would be nice.
 Family friendly.
 Better playground, hook-ups.
 Beautiful, quiet park for people to enjoy with friends and family.
 Safe place.
QUESTION 13: POSSIBLE AMENITIES

 Plant new trees to replace the old ones. Have water available to campers - even non-potable water for dishes and
putting out campfires.

 Day use parking.
 Washroom facilities (whatever they are) need to be well-maintained.
 Maybe have a Centre Cook Section for people to have use of. With a couple of picnic tables and camp wood stove.
 I think ATV's should not be allowed in or around the park. The road going by the park is too busy to allow this.
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MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK
CURRENT PARK USE
QUESTION 17: PARK USE LIMITATIONS

 Rough and dusty road.
 Lack of signage.
 Limited day use area for when campsites are full or limited spots to tent.
 Water quality.
 More campsites with RV hookups would be nice.
 Lack of available sites, long term campers occupy campsite for long periods.
 Condition of the lake waters.
 Very few campsites.
 More campsites are needed as there are few to no RV parks in the area.
 It would be nice if there was a play area for children (park, sand/beach, tables by lake) or quadding trails. Not much
to do at this campsite. Last time we camped here there were "squatters". Not much of a "family" feel.
QUESTION 18: SATISFACTION WITH PARK ELEMENTS

 Need private tucked campsites and better signage.
 Park monitoring.
 Signage needs to be more accurate.
 Don't camp; no trails; much better signage in 2017.
 The people camping had obviously been there for weeks. It looked like a squatter’s camp.
 Glad to see the new signs on the highway :).
QUESTION 19: BIGGEST ISSUES OR CHALLENGES

 Muddy road when it rains
 Need designated fire pits, just so they know exactly where the fire should be.
 Improved roads, dust control.
 Poor access.
 Lack of walking trails.
 Charlie Lake water is not clean (wouldn't swim).
 Lack of shore line - beach gone.
 Lack of walking trails.
 More parking spaces.
 Poor layout.
 Difficult to find.
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 Location.
 Access roads.
 Signage to get to the park from highway.
 No swimming.
 Need more outhouses. Should have a little more gravel for less dust.
 Campsites could be more private.
 Poor monitoring of the park.
 Boat launch.
 Better road access.
 Poor access/signage to get there.
 Upkeep.
 Not enough campsites.
 Lack of boat access.
 Information available in Regional Visitor Centre teaching me about what’s available.
 Do not want fees.
 Do not want fees and require more outhouses.
 Cleaner water.
 Season long campers on site are tying up the boat launch area.
 No proper boat launch or dock.
 Play area for kids.
 Boat launch.
 Not enough amenities.
 Beach area developed and more private campsites.
 Bathrooms are disgusting.
FUTURE PARK USE
QUESTION 20: VISION

 Leave it as is.
 Close enough to home but far enough away for a holiday.
 Accessible.
 Create more of a multi-use area to attract people.
 Day use opportunities for hiking on designated trails, dock for viewing lake/wildlife.
 Would love to see water in Charlie Lake cleaned up.
 Quiet, peaceful; secret treasure in the Peace country.
 Create more of a multi-user area to attract people.
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 I would like to see it kept up a bit better. I didn't actually know it had toilets at all. It seems pretty forgotten! We
kayak so the boat launch is okay but a bit of gravel or something would be great (to avoid the muck). People are
always fishing there so I think some sort of dock for them would be great.

 Picnic.
 Family campsite.
 More RV friendly / family friendly.
QUESTION 21: POSSIBLE AMENITIES

 Add disc golf to the park! There are many positive effects and there is a local club. It also blends really well with other
activities in the park (i.e., skiing, mountain biking).

 Handrail to washrooms; baggies for cleaning up after dogs.
 It is a pretty minimal park. I think the people who go there are trying to avoid the larger parks. It would be great if
there were some tent sites and perhaps some trails to explore but overall, I think it should be kept simple, just
cleaned up.

 I want Montney Park to be a quaint, peaceful park along Charlie Lake. There are many options for those who haul
large RVs and the similar camping styles that accompany it. For those seeking for a quiet campout in a tent, there are
few places to go.

 Keep it motor-free. Too many motorized activities are taking over. Leave space for quiet outdoor pursuits.
 A sandy beach with a playground!

GENERAL
QUESTION 23: OTHER SUCCESSFUL PROVINCIAL, REGIONAL, OR BACKCOUNTRY PARKS

 Swan Lake and Heart Lake.
 Liard Hot Springs.
 Swan Lake - very kid friendly. Heart Lake - beautiful area/rustic.
 Mile 54 Campground at Charlie Lake - I love the cleanliness of it. I love the paths and the outhouse facilities are
phenomenal. Very clean!

 William Lake has a well set up in the park, paved roads, good park attendants, and water supply.
 Stewart Lake.
 Beatton Provincial Park. It is paved but still has nature in it.
 Yes, Beatton Park - good snow shoe trails, good camping facilities and day use (swimming, picnicking).
 Peace Island.
 We were on the committee that had the land given for a park.
 Campbell Valley Regional Park - Awesome park with a variety of trails, group picnic shelters, parking, wheelchair
access, camping, dog off-leash areas, etc. http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/parks/parks-greenwaysreserves/campbell-valley-regional-park and Aldergrove Regional Park - Awesome park with a variety of trails, group
picnic shelters, parking, and wonderful educational sessions http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/parks/parksgreenways-reserves/aldergrove-regional-park
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 Tumbler Ridge has many great backcountry campgrounds. We hiked to the Monkman Cascades this summer and
stayed in four of them. They tended to have a fire ring with some logs around it, a tent site, and a pit toilet
somewhere nearby. Simple but clean. One Island Lake also was a nice campground (but I don't know if it qualifies as
backcountry).

 Juniper Beach Provincial Park (Cache Creek) - right along the Thompson river, great swimming area, good fishing
spots, full hook-up sites, grassy tent area, pay showers, spot for kids to play and ride bikes around, cool areas along
the river to explore

 Jones Lake (Chilliwack) - beautiful lake, very rustic, pay showers (I think), awesome for a close weekend getaway as
it's very secluded (no cell service/hard to find), good swimming, lots of different campsites - area for families and
then another side where the more rowdy groups go, free camping but has a park warden (not sure how that works).

 Heart Lake park - signage sucked though
 Desolation Sound - although it’s a marine park and not applicable, but the informational available on it is nice.
 I like most provincial parks because you can make a reservation so you know you will have a spot when you get there
and there are usually nice shower houses and I like the outdoor kitchen sinks they are putting in. Fintry Park was nice
by Kelowna and so was Christina Lake and Lakelse Lake.

 So many parks up here feel neglected and look tired. Too many trailers, quads, ski-doos, and power boats. We need
to leave space for quiet, family recreation. So many people would love to see spaces for tenting, canoeing and
snowshoeing.

 Yes, Blackfoot is nostalgic to me and I spent a lot of time there. It is nice to have free places to camp and have always
enjoyed that. The place as always seemed well cared for when I have been there.

 Meziadin Lake - awesome park operator, one of the best maintained provincial parks I've seen in years. Really
appreciated all of the lakefront sites.

 The campsites in the Southern Interior are very nice. Lots of amenities and they seem to upkeep the water resource.
 Jasper, too expensive.
 Pacific Rim National Park, perfect.
 Carp Lake - LOVE the peaceful solitude. The fish cleaning station at the boat launch is very well appreciated and was
well thought out. Free firewood.

 Whistlers in Jasper - the wash basins on the outside of the washrooms, keeps the food smell not right in the
campsites. Pay for a fire permit, but the wood is free.

 Yes, Charlie Lake Provincial Park. Tidy campsite and the ability to reserve a campsite made it great.
 Swan Lake - Nice boat launch, dock, green areas, but they charge.
 Heart Lake - Few spots near the water, others up the hill, free camping.
 Cotillion Park - Nice shower/bathroom facility but they charge to camp.
 In Alberta so many parks have a group picnic shelter and plumbed shower and washroom facility that are paid for by
the oil companies working in the area. They have huge profits and should pay for these facilities.

 Lions campground in Tumbler Ridge. Large play area and creek to play in.
 We love Oles lake. The walking trail around the lake is wonderful, as is the sandy beach & playground. I believe if
there were a playground, and more important a sandy beach with fishing dock it would draw more attention to the
park. Walking trail could be made along the lake for families to enjoy.

 Revelstoke National Park. Lots of hiking trails clean and well looked after.
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 We went to Moonshine Lake for a BBQ at the common area and really enjoyed it. The area itself was wide open, but
still surrounded by trees, so the group had privacy.

 Carp Lake is one of my favorite campsites - quiet and beautiful, Tumbler Ridge's hiking trails are awesome.
 Moberly Lake Provincial Park - Great because of natural beauty, clean toilets, regulations on park use. Problems in
2017 include lack of enforcement of rules - noise at night and hours of generator use.
QUESTION 24: ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, CONCERNS, OR IDEAS ABOUT EITHER PARK

 Would really like the park to stay free to use or if paying then be able to reserve.
 Clean park, clean lake.
 Please consider leaving the park and camp as a no service park. The rustic aspect is received well in the North.
 Roadway trees cut back for larger RV trailers.
 The disc golf club is the Fort St. John Disc Sports Club. They know how to put in a course and have done so already in
town.

 Appreciate opportunity learn more through Parks Day.
 PRRD staff very helpful and informative. Enjoyed seeing critters in Charlie Lake visuals and information.
 We would like to see a boat launch and more parking spaces.
 We need a Regional Park that is closer to the City of Dawson Creek. Love to see the PRRD take over the Nordic Ski Hill
on Bear Mountain and manage it in the summer and winter seasons.

 Not all park users seek the same thing. And unfortunately, those who seek out parks for their calm, quiet, rustic
nature setting are almost always interrupted by different styles of campers with large RVs, generators, motorized
boats, and motorized items in general. The large RV campers do not notice the impact they have on those seeking a
different style of camping; their noise trumps the silence of nature. Having a mere buffer of trees does not eliminate
the noise or nuisance caused by other types of campers and takes away from the natural serenity. Montney Park has
an opportunity to create a non-motorized park: no generators, no motor boats, no large RVs. A campsite that is
tailored to day use and tenting. This would be a gem that people seek out. Traditional zoning practices don't place
industry next to playgrounds or residential homes. And not all campgrounds should lump RV camping and tent
camping together. Take this opportunity to be bold and keep one park natural and quiet.

 Keep it open! P.S. this is an amazing survey format to get feedback - good work!
 I think the PRRD would get more tourists if we had better campsites to offer to RV travelers.
 My family and I enjoy that park. We would like it to stay free as it allows us to camp more frequently during the
summer. If we go to paid sites, we are limited to how many times we can take the family camping.

 We live on the 277 road and would love to see better maintenance of this road to account for the extra traffic that is
on the road during the summer.

 On-site attendants.
 I feel it could have more hiking available. And a larger area included in the park.
 In the 47 years I have lived here, Blackfoot Regional Park is the only place in Northeast BC I have seen fireflies. Kind of
regionally significant.

 It would be nice for both campsites (if you had to pay for use) if you could reserve a site just like you can with the
Hudson's Hope sites (like Cameron Lake, Dinosaur Lake, etc.). Both parks are a little out of the way and Montney Park
can be very busy and full in the summer.
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 Would like to keep it rustic and free. Love the ability to use ATVs. Could use more trails. Would like to see a water
hand pump area and maybe a few more camp sites.

 I think that people should have to pay for staying at the park with a park attendee and then maybe the park will not
get misused. The community close to the park rarely uses the park because of all the ATV's and people getting out of
hand with their parting. The garbage left behind along the roads from these people is sickening. The ATV's ripping out
of the park onto the main road is scary: adults, kids, teens without helmets, doubled up, driving around is not safe,
someone will get killed and I hope that my husband isn’t the one driving his gravel truck and hit one of these idiots! I
love the park but wishes people would use respect. Also, would like the water system to stay as is just put a sign up
stating: USE AT OWN RISK! This water is good.
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT
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REGIONAL PARK DESIGN STUDY
IDEAS QUESTIONNAIRE
Help us plan an exciting future for Montney Centennial Regional Park and
Blackfoot Regional Park – two important outdoor parks in our region!
The PRRD is undertaking a Regional Park Design Study for these parks to
understand what improvements could make the parks more enjoyable for
visitors now and in the future.
The Regional Park Design Study began in July 2017 and is planned to be
complete in November 2017. During this time, the PRRD will be requesting
your input for each park to guide future activities, development, and
management.

Share Your Ideas for a Chance to Win
Please share your ideas and insights about these two parks by completing
this questionnaire. It should take about 10-15 minutes. Your input will
help inform concepts and recommendations for the parks.
Participants who submit a completed questionnaire will have the option
to be entered into a draw for a chance to win a $250 Canadian Tire Gift
Card. To be entered, please check the contest entry box at the end of
the questionnaire and provide your contact details. Contact information is
confidential and will only be used to contact the draw winner.
You can submit your questionnaire any time between:
Saturday, July 29 and Monday, August 14, 2017

Would you Prefer to Complete this Questionnaire Online?
Visit prrd.bc.ca/engage and click on the Regional Park Design Study link.

Pass it On!
Know someone who might be interested in sharing their ideas for Montney
Centennial or Blackfoot Regional Parks? Please let them know about this
questionnaire. Don’t forget to mention the chance to win a Canadian Tire
Gift Card!

What is a Regional
Park Plan?
A Regional Park Plan that
is a strategic, long-term
document that the region
can use to plan, prioritize,
and budget for park
improvements over time.
The plan establishes
a guiding vision and
principles and provides
a concept plan and
recommendations for
development, operations,
and management.

How to Submit Your
Questionnaire:
In Person:
»» July 29 or 30 at a Park
Event
Drop-off to:
»» PRRD Offices in Dawson
Creek or Fort St. John
Attn: Bryna Casey
Mail to:
»» Peace River
Regional District
Box 810, 1981 Alaska
Hwy
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 4H8
Scan and Email to:
»» bryna.casey@prrd.bc.ca

Questions?
»» Please contact Bryna Casey, Parks and Rural Recreation Coordinator:
T: 250-748-3200 E: bryna.casey@prrd.bc.ca
1

Complete it online:
»» prrd.bc.ca/engage
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PART 1: ABOUT YOU
To help us understand who responds to this questionnaire, please answer the following questions.
1. In which age group are you?

2. What is your gender?



0 to 19 years



Male



20 to 29 years



Female



30 to 39 years



Prefer not to say



40 to 49 years



50 to 59 years



60 to 69 years



70 years and over



Prefer not to say

3. Where do you live?
In the Peace River Regional District (please select location):



Blueberry River First Nations



Saulteau First Nations



City of Dawson Creek



Tsay Keh Dene Band



City of Fort St. John



Village of Pouce Coupe



District of Chetwynd



West Moberly First Nations



District of Hudson’s Hope



Electoral Area B



District of Taylor



Electoral Area C



District of Tumbler Ridge



Electoral Area D



Doig River First Nation



Electoral Area E



Halfway River First Nation



Other Community, please name:



Kwadacha First Nation

______________________________________

Outside the Peace River Regional District (please select location):



Other region in British Columbia



Alberta



Other Canadian Province (please name):_________________________________________________



Other Country (please name):_________________________________________________________
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ABOUT YOU
4. Do you currently use either of the Parks?
Blackfoot Regional Park?		

Montney Centennial Regional Park?



Yes



Yes



No



No

5. How did you hear about this questionnaire?



PRRD Website



Email



Facebook





Energeticcity.ca

Parks Day Event at Montney Centennial
Regional Park



Radio



Word of Mouth



Poster/signage



Other (please specify):



Board Highlights Newspaper Notification



Postcard in the Mail

______________________________________
______________________________________

6. I wish to provide input on:



Both Parks (Go to Page 4)



Only Blackfoot Regional Park (Go to Page 4)



Only Montney Centennial Regional Park (Go to Page 8)
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PART 2: BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK
Park Overview
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Before the Don Phillips bridge was built over the Peace
River, people crossed on the Old Clayhurst Ferry.
Blackfoot Regional Park commemorates the ferry crossing
site, providing access to the Peace River and recreation
opportunities in a forest area.
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AMENITIES & ACTIVITIES
ALBERTA
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Pouce Coupe

49

»» 13 rustic free campsites
(no hookups)

»» Open lawn area

»» 1 tent camping area
»» Picnic tables

»» Former boat launch
(now closed)

»» Pit toilets

»» Bird and wildlife habitat

»» Playground

»» Water tank loader
(to be removed)

»» Horseshoe pits

Park Location Map
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»» River access

BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK
CURRENT PARK USE
To help us understand how visitors currently use Blackfoot Regional Park, please answer the following questions.

7. How frequently would you say you visit the park?



Once per year



2-5 times per year



6-10 times per year



11 or more times per year



Only occasionally
(e.g. 1-2 times in the past five years)



I never visit the park (skip to Question 9)

8. What activities have you participated in at Blackfoot Regional Park? Please check all that apply:



Bird watching



Mountain biking



Boating (motorized)





Boating (non-motorized - e.g., kayaking,
canoeing)

Nature appreciation
(wildflowers, vegetation, wildlife)



Picnicking



Camping (RV or Trailer)



Playground activities



Camping (Tent)



Swimming, playing in the water, sunbathing



Hiking



Other outdoor activities (please describe):



Historical interest (Old Clayhurst Ferry
Crossing Site)



Motorized sports (ATVs)

______________________________________
______________________________________

9. What, if anything, limits your use of Blackfoot Regional Park? Select all that apply.



Little or nothing limits our use



Park location



Difficulty finding and accessing the park



Not enough information about the park



Trail conditions



Lack of park facilities / amenities that suit our needs



Safety concerns



Concerns about unsanctioned activities (e.g. parties, vandalism)



Other, please describe: _______________________________________________________________
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BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK
10. If you’ve visited Blackfoot Regional Park, what is your level of satisfaction with the following aspects?
Please check one box for each category. If you haven’t visited the park, skip to the next question.

Park Aspect

Very
Satisfied

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very
Dissatisfied

No Opinion

Park layout/
configuration
ATV management
Boat ramp
Park safety
Park campsites
Toilets
Horseshoe pits
Playground
Park maintenance
Park roads
Trails
Signage
Other (please describe)

Other (please describe)

					
11. What do you believe are the biggest issues or challenges in Blackfoot Regional Park?
(Please describe up to three)

1.

2.

3.
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Comments?

BLACKFOOT REGIONAL PARK
FUTURE PARK USE
The Regional Park Study will consider potential improvements for Blackfoot Regional Park.
12. If you could describe in one word or short phrase your vision for the future of Blackfoot Regional Park,
what would it be? (We will use these words and phrases to create a draft vision.)
______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

13. What amenities do you think might warrant consideration in Blackfoot Regional Park?
Check all that apply.



More walking/hiking trails



Interpretive information



Mountain bike trails



Improved boat launch



Designated ATV trails



Additional playground facilities



More RV/Trailer campsites



Event space / stage



More tent campsites



Caretaker cottage / office



Campsites with hookups



Plumbed shower / washroom building



More individual picnic areas



Drinking water tap



Group picnic shelter

Other suggestions – your ideas could be big or small – we want to hear them all!
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
14. If Blackfoot Regional Park was enhanced to include improved/additional facilities, would you consider
paying for camping in the park?



Yes, I would consider paid camping if there were improved/additional facilities



Maybe, depending on amenities available and cost



No, I would prefer the park remain more rustic with free camping

To provide input on Montney Centennial Park		

please go to the next page

To complete your questionnaire without providing
input on Montney Centennial Regional Park		

please go to page 11
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PART 3: MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK
Park Overview
HISTORY
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PARK ENTRANCE

Montney Centennial
Regional Park, situated
on the northeast shore
of Charlie Lake, was
established by the Montney
Recreation Commission
as a Canada Centennial
project in 1967. In 1988,
the Commission requested
that the park become a
Regional Park.

AMENITIES & ACTIVITIES
»» 6 Rustic free campsites
(no hookups)
»» Picnic tables

CHARLIE LAKE

»» Pit toilets
CENTENNIAL PARK AVE

»» Lake access
»» Boat launch
»» Bird and wildlife habitat
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Park Location Map
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MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK
CURRENT PARK USE
To help us understand how visitors currently use Montney Centennial Regional Park, please answer the following
questions.
15. How frequently would you say you visit the park?



Once per year



2-5 times per year



6-10 times per year



11 or more times per year



Occasionally
(e.g. 1-2 times in the past five years)



I never visit the park (skip to Question 17)

16. What activities have you participated in at Montney Centennial Regional Park? Select all that apply.



Bird watching



Boating (motorized)



Boating (non-motorized - e.g. sailing,
kayaking, canoeing)



Camping (RV or Trailer)



Camping (Tent)



Fishing



Hiking



Mountain biking



Nature appreciation
(wildflowers, vegetation, wildlife)



Picnicking



Swimming, playing in the water, sun bathing



Visiting the Northland Trailblazers
Snowmobile Club



Winter sports (e.g. snowmobiling, ice fishing,
snowshoeing, skiing)



Other outdoor activities (please describe):
______________________________________
______________________________________

17. What, if anything, limits your use of Montney Centennial Regional Park? Select all that apply.



Little or nothing limits our use



Park location



Difficulty finding and accessing the park



Not enough information about the park



Trail conditions



Lack of park facilities / amenities that suit our needs



Safety concerns



Concerns about unsanctioned activities (e.g. parties, vandalism, firearms use)



Other, please describe:________________________________________________________________
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MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK
18. If you’ve visited Montney Centennial Regional Park, what is your level of satisfaction with the following
aspects? Please check one box for each category. If you haven’t visited the park, skip to the next
question.

Park Aspect

Very
Satisfied

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

Very
Dissatisfied

No Opinion

Comments

Park layout/
configuration
Boat ramp
Park safety
Park campsites
Toilets
Picnic amenities
Park maintenance
Park roads
Trails
Signage (entry,
wayfinding)
Other (please describe)

Other (please describe)

19. What do you believe are the biggest issues or challenges in Montney Centennial Regional Park?
Please describe up to three.

1.

2.

3.
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MONTNEY CENTENNIAL REGIONAL PARK
FUTURE PARK USE
The Regional Park Study will consider potential future improvements for Montney Centennial Regional Park.
20. If you could describe in one word or short phrase your vision for the future of Montney Centennial
Regional Park, what would it be? (We will use these words and phrases to create a draft vision.)
______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

21. What amenities do you think might warrant consideration in Montney Centennial Regional Park?
Please check that apply.



Swimming dock



Mountain bike trails



Fishing dock



Interpretive signage (nature, wildlife, birds)



More RV/Trailer campsites



Winter activities (e.g. sledding, skiing)



More tent campsites



Additional camping amenities



Campsites with hookups



Improved toilets



Improved boat launch (for motorized boats)



Group picnic shelter



Improved boat launch (for non-motorized
boats)



Group campsite





Hiking trails

Horse facilities (e.g. trails, corrals for
overnight camping)

Other suggestions – your ideas could be big or small – we want to hear them all!
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

22. If Montney Centennial Regional Park was enhanced to include improved/additional facilities, would you
consider paying for camping in the park?



Yes, I would consider paid camping if there were improved/additional facilities



Maybe, depending on amenities available and cost



No, I would prefer the park remain more rustic with free camping
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PART 4: GENERAL
23. Have you visited a provincial, regional, or other type of backcountry park and had a great experience?
If yes, please tell us the name of the park and what made it great. Learning from other successes helps
us understand ideas and experiences that might be considered.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
24. Do you have any additional comments, concerns, or ideas about either park that you would like to
share at this time?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for providing your input!
CONTEST ENTRY
I wish to be entered into a draw for chance to win a $250 Canadian Tire Gift Card:





Yes

No

If yes, please provide your contact details.
Contact information will be kept confidential and will only be used to contact the draw winner.

Name:
Phone:
Email:
Only one entry per person. Winner will be contacted by August 17, 2017.

Stay Connected!
»» Watch for updates on Facebook: Peace River Regional District “Official Page”
»» Subscribe to PRRD’s Engage! email list
»» Watch for announcements and public events in the parks
»» Visit: prrd.bc.ca/engage
Participation in this questionnaire is voluntary and may require the disclosure of personal information.
Questionnaire information will be used on an aggregated basis only (and not on an individually-identifiable basis).
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