PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

Kelly Lake Community Centre
Renovation Project
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Engage with us! Follow project updates online at prrd.bc.ca/engage/klcc

Kelly Lake Community Hall Renovation Project

Background
The Kelly Lake Community Centre (built in 1977) was originally designed as a school. After the school was
closed, the facility was transferred to the Peace River Regional District (PRRD) in 2010, which entered into an
agreement with the Kelly Lake Community Centre Society to operate it. Funds are collected annually through
taxation for the operation of the Centre, but the facility is in need of upgrades and renovations to better suit
the needs of the Kelly Lake community.
In partnership with the Kelly Lake Community Centre Society, the Peace River Regional District is applying
for the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program. If successful, the expansion and renovation of the centre
would be largely funded through this grant.
In anticipation of applying for this grant to assist in the funding of a renovation for the facility, a design study
was undertaken in 2019. As part of the design study, community members were asked a series of questions
about their current and expected uses for the Community Centre.

What is important to the community!
- Clean and comfortable

- Enough power for events

- Available to all ages

- A landmark and centre for the Community

- Designed with a sense of community

- Business centre

- Internal flow logical

- Larger gymnasium

- Warm in the winter

Once the architect took all of the input provided from the first workshop, it was determined that the
community thinks that the facility is too small for all the things that people want to do there. Different options
were prepared and presented to the residents of Kelly Lake.
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Design Concept
As a result of the information that you provided, here is the current draft design for the Kelly Lake Community
Centre. Two options for the renovation of the facility were developed in late 2019, with one alternative
using the original space and the other including additional construction to increase the size of the current
Community Centre. PRRD staff engaged the Kelly Lake community on the preferred design option, with results
coming back that overwhelmingly support the expansion.
The following elements have been included in the redesign:
•

A major expansion to the gymnasium where the
size of the gym and its storage will increase.

•

A health room has been added near to the
administration office that could be used by the
public to access virtual healthcare.

•

The washrooms will be completely renovated.

•

A universally accessible washroom has been
added.

•

A small business centre is located at the center
of the building, which will have computers,
printers, and internet access.

•

The current classrooms spaces will remain as
multipurpose rooms, but moveable dividers
will be installed to customize the space to your
needs.

•

The kitchen and dining room will be expanded.

•

An elders’ room will be built in the front of the
building overlooking the lake that can be used
for small meetings.
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Costs
How will this project be funded?
Grant Funding – Provincial and Federal 				

$2,800,000

Funding Contribution – Area ‘D’ Grant				

$1,025,000

Short-term Borrowing* or Community Fundraising**		

$182,826.77

									$4,007,826.77

How much could your taxes increase by?
Short-term borrowing would increase taxes for those who own property in proximity to the Community Centre.
The money raised would be used as funding for the Community Centre Renovation and Expansion project. So
your taxes may be increased, if required, starting in 2023 for the remainder of the cost not covered by grants
or community fundraising.
Community fundraising could help to offset money needed to be borrowed through short term borrowing. The
community (though the Kelly Lake Community Centre Society) could look for other sources of funding, such as
from corporate donations, grants and sponsorships, or other Provincial or Federal sources.
The PRRD will continue to identify and apply for other sources of funding to offset project costs throughout the
course of the project.
Current Tax Rate (2020)

0.716

Increased Tax Rate

0.9907

Assessed Property Value
(Residential)

Taxes

Assessed Property Value
(Residential)

Taxes

$75,000
$100,000
$125,000
$150,000

$53.70
$71.60
$89.50
$107.40

$75,000
$100,000
$125,000
$150,000

$74.30
$99.07
$123.84
$148.61

TOTAL Est. Increase

$20.60
$27.47
$34.34
$41.21
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Timeline
It is anticipated that the grant funding will be announced in October of 2021. If the application is successful,
the renovation of the facility could start as early as spring 2022. It is likely that the renovation project would
take approximately 18 months, and the Centre would unfortunately not be usable by the community for the
duration of this renovation.

2019
Kelly Lake Community Centre design study begins
Summer 2019
Community workshops are held in Kelly Lake to get community input into the design and features
desired in the Kelly Lake Community Centre
Fall 2019
Architecture contractors present design options based on earlier community input. Kelly Lake
residents are presented with options with the majority in favour of expanding the current community
centre
2020
Peace River Regional District staff consider funding options and apply for grants
October 16 - deadline to provide your letter of support for grant funding applications!

October 2021
Announcement of potential grant funding
Spring 2022
Possible start of construction at the Kelly Lake Community Centre (if grant applications are successful)

Fall 2023
Construction complete on new Kelly Lake Community Centre (if grant applications are successful)
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Survey and Engagement
Please complete this survey to help the Peace River Regional District build a better understanding on how
residents are currently using the Kelly Lake Community Centre and how it may be used in the future.
1) How often do you typically use the Kelly Lake Community Centre (when it is open)?
Once a day

Several times a month

Once a week

A few times a year

Several times a week

Never

Once a month

Other (Please Provide):

2) When you use the Kelly Lake Community Centre, what activities do you participate in?
Attending meetings

Attending community events (ex. holiday parties, funerals, etc.)

Attending cultural events

Using amenities (ex. washrooms, showers, kitchen, etc.)

Attending educational programs

Other (please provide):

I don’t use the Kelly Lake Community Centre

3) Would you use the Kelly Lake Community Centre more or less if it were to be renovated?
A lot less

Somewhat less

Around the same amount

Somewhat more

A lot more

I’m not sure

4) Are you in support of the Kelly Lake Community Centre expansion?
Yes
No
I’m not sure

5) Would you be in support of an increase of $20-$40 (approximately) to taxes for residents and businesses
within the Kelly Lake Community Centre Service area beginning in 2023 for a period of 5 years?
Yes
No
I’m not sure
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6) Would you be willing to help with fundraising in support of the Kelly Lake Community Centre Renovation
Project? (This may reduce any potential tax increase — see page 5 of your information package for more
details on funding sources)
Yes
No
I’m not sure

7) Are there any essential services that are provided by the Kelly Lake Community Centre that you would
need during the construction timeframe?
Access to kitchen
Access to bathrooms
Access to showers
Other (please provide):

8) Is there anything else you might like to add?

How to Complete This Survey

Important Dates

By Mail:

Mark your calendar with these important dates to
engage and provide your input on the Kelly Lake
Community Centre Renovation Project.

Cut this page out of this information package and
mail to the Peace River Regional District before
October 16:
Peace River Regional District
PO Box 810
1981 Alaska Avenue
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 4H8
Online:
Scan this QR Code or visit prrd.bc.ca and
click on the survey link to complete the
survey online!
In person:
Paper Surveys can be dropped off at:
Barb Belcourt - 184 Kelly Lake Road
or at the Kelly Lake Transfer Station
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October

October

October

Virtual Town
Hall

Completed
surveys due

Letter of
support due
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16

Virtual Town Hall (Zoom)

16

3:30pm BC /4:30pm AB

Join us for a virtual presentation on the Kelly Lake
Community Centre. Learn more about the project
and ask any questions you might have.
To register: Scan the QR code to register online or
call 1-778-907-2071 to join by phone
Webinar ID: 924 6603 9118 Passcode: 748392

How You Can Help!
Send in a Letter of Support
The grant application requests letters of support from individuals, groups, and other organizations. We have
provided a draft letter of support with this document as an example.
If you or your group or organization feels strongly about the project, please provide a letter of support to:
prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca no later than October 16, 2020.

Draft Letter of Support
To Whom It May Concern,
The renovation and expansion of the Kelly Lake Community Centre is very important to the economic, social
and cultural development of the Kelly Lake Community and surrounding areas and I whole heartedly support
the application to the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program – Rural and Northern Communities.
As a <member of the community/not-for-profit Society/etc>, we have been engaged in the development of
the concept plans for the expansion of the centre. It is the vision of the community that the facility would be
clean and comfortable, available for people of all ages, designed with a sense of our community in mind and
our cultural heritage, that the flow inside be logical, that the building be warm in the winter, and that that the
facility have adequate power for community events. It is very important to us that the Facility is perceived as
the center of the Community, and that it be a landmark for those who live here and for those who visit.
In 2019, a design study and Facility Condition Assessment was completed, and it found that while the existing
facility is very well loved community hub; it doesn’t meet the current needs of our community, and that this
will become more apparent as our community continues to grow.
Kelly Lake is a remote and rural community, and the services provided by the existing Community Centre are
invaluable to residents of the community and for those who have cultural ties to the community. The current
facility does not meet the basic needs for a functioning public facility. Inadequate natural light, absence of
storage, inadequate heating and cooling systems, failing roof, poor lighting, and general structural defects
have combined with an outdate exterior and a lack of parking supports that the best course of action is to
completely renovate the facility, and expand the gym.
I support the Peace River Regional District’s application to this grant program without reservation. Please feel
free to contact me if more specific details are needed.
Yours sincerely,
Your Name/Organization
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Dawson Creek Head Office

Fort St John Office

Website

PO Box 810 (1981 Alaska Avenue)
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 4H8

9505 100 Street
Fort St. John, BC
V1J 4N4

prrd.bc.ca

Telephone: 250-784-3200
Toll-free: 800-670-7773
Fax: 250-784-3201
E-mail: prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca

Telephone: 250-785-8084
Toll-free 800-670-7773
Fax: 250 785-1125
E-mail: prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca

Peace River Regional District Official Page

Questions or Comments? Call the PRRD Community Services Department at 250-784-3200.

