
Q & A from the February 6- February 16 meetings 
Question Response 
Water Related Questions  
Farmington well-  
What is the recharge rate? How many meters deep? Will industry 
be taxed for taking water?  
Who has licence on the well? 

Well was drilled to 290 feet and underwent a 24 hr pump test which yielded 
80 US Gpm. There is no license for the well. There was no requirement when 
it was drilled, now there is under the new Water Sustainability Act. Industries 
identified in a proposed water service area would be taxed for the function. It 
was never determined whether or not industry would get to use the actual 
facility.  

Farmington Residents would like potable in our community, a small 
system. We still want potable water service area under 2 mil. We 
sent water out for analysis and water was excellent, PRRD analysis 
different from ours. $100,000 could build a good system for the 
needs in Farmington, includes a building. Need to do a survey to 
see who would use this well in the area to determine the true need. 
There is a concern that the City of Dawson Creek will cut water 
supply off for rural people in future. Water system at the 
community hall is not optimal for some people, maybe pipe down 
the road, traffic concerns.  
Director Hiebert advised he will take the lead from community 
about well location and usage. 

Local Area Director initiative. Direction has to be obtained on who is to 
operate, PRRD or local community. If community wants to continue with 
obtaining a potable water source, they should work with Local Area Director 
to work out details such as service area size, updating capital costs and 
proposed locations etc. Will need public approval of a water function to 
deliver a PRRD water service.  

Why? Northern Health, Dawson Creek only takes our water samples 
on Tuesdays now, used to be 3 days. 

Historically the PRRD has only been able to send in water samples on 
Wednesdays only. Not sure on the 3 day requirement. This is a NH issue. 

Tank farm concerns, Water hub should not be able to run water 
into ditch. 

Approach ENCANA on their operational procedures in operating the water 
hub. Possibly a public meeting could be organized to have ENCANA explain 
their processes and hear concerns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Solid Waste Questions  
Share sheds @ Bessborough, when will there be one? We hope to build and pilot a share shed at Bessborough in 2018, based on 

our experiences with our new share shed program at our transfer stations. 
Can there be share sheds at Lebell Subdivision? Unfortunately, the RD can’t install an unmanned site with a share shed due to 

the liability of an unattended share shed system as this is ripe for abuse.  
During our share shed pilot we learned that many other RD’s in the Central 
Interior and the North had to either place share sheds into controlled 
environments or remove them completely, due to abuse and vandalism.  The 
key is to ensure that the shed is kept neat and tidy, constantly serviced on a 
daily basis, ensuring that nothing unsafe is accepted, such as hazardous 
materials.  Ideally, the RD would install a Share Shed when the new manned 
waste transfer station is installed at Lebell. 

How can we get MOT to enforce tarping? Contact the Ministry of Transportation & Infrastructure via phone, email and 
letter.  They can apply the enforcement arm on their roadways, especially if 
there are repeat occurrences on specific public roads. We will contact the 
Ministry to provide this contact information. 

Can coupons being voided by attendant when not “tarped 
properly” 

Loads coming into a landfill or transfer station are not coupon eligible. 
Coupons are processed at the end of the transaction, after the garbage load 
has been dropped off and the customer is on their way out of the site. If a 
load is unsecured, a coupon should not be used. 
(garbage bags are brought in on the back of pickups, it is these situations 
where if the attendant does not feel the load is tarped/secured properly that 
coupons are refused- needs to be clarified!) 
It is not really a question of what the attendant “feels.”  If the garbage bags 
brought forward in this example were not tied down properly with a tarp or 
cargo net in the back of the truck, the load is deemed unsecured and coupons 
cannot be applied.  However, if they are secured with a tarp or cargo net in 
the truck, then there is no issue, coupons can be accepted for use with these 
loads.  This is in keeping with our bylaw and the information on the 
“Unsecured Loads” Brochure on our website. We have to reiterate, garbage 
loads must be secured when they arrive at any of our solid waste sites.  
Neighbours of our Solid Waste Sites will thank those customers for 
performing their due diligence in preventing litter from landing on their 
driveways.  



Different attendants have different rules at the landfill If an attendant seems to be applying a “different set of rules” at the landfill, 
please notify the Solid Waste Department, who will follow-up with the 
Contractor running the site in order to ensure consistency with the Regional 
District’s Bylaws. 

The Regional District should accept steel at no cost. Put a tender 
out to sell steel. 

Comment received. 

Doe River would like roll off bins at hall, Rolla hours do not work for 
bins. 

Comment received.  A request should be brought forward in writing to the 
Solid Waste Committee for discussion. 

Doe River does not want to be charged for using spring and fall 
clean up bins 

Comment received. There is no free drop-off at any of the Regional District’s 
landfills, Tier 1 or Tier 2 stations. This includes the Spring & Fall bins. If Doe 
River wishes a change, then a letter can be submitted to the Solid Waste 
Committee for discussion.  

Does each of the attendants have a training certificate for what is 
an unsecured load? 

There is no actual certificate.  The contractors operating our sites train their 
staff (reviewing annually) in what constitutes an unsecured load as per our 
informational brochure on Unsecured Loads as well as our Solid Waste 
bylaws. To look up this information, please visit 
http://prrd.bc.ca/services/garbage-and-recycling/fees/ 
or contact the Solid Waste Department @ 250-784-3200 

Cutbank- 
Can a bulletin board be made and set up at Cutbank bins? 
Do not want to see the dumpsters removed. 
Increase capacity of the dumpsters. 
Must have meetings out here when you engage about the service 
(garbage) 
Want to know and have in writing the : 
Cost of bins and servicing them vs area tax payers vs transfer 
station vs private contractor. 
Have recycle bins at dumpster site, we are not driving 50 miles to 
recycle. 
 
 

Placing bulletin boards, recycle bins, etc. at unmanned sites will simply be 
abused, as evidenced by how the unmanned sites have been historically 
treated in the Region. This is one of the primary reasons the manned transfer 
stations are being phased in as part of the PRRD’s Solid Waste Management 
Plan. 
 
Staff is still intending to hold a public meeting to discuss the Feller’s Heights 
unmanned site.  While that area was not designated for a manned station by 
the Regional Board, the question staff and current Directors for the public is 
whether or not to install a manned station, similar to the new Rolla Transfer 
Station.  Placement of a station is typically based on amount of surrounding 
population and common traffic routes for best usage.  
Annual costs of servicing the existing unmanned sites in the North/South 
Peace in 2016: 
• $149,800– private hauler to empty bins in the North 
• $348,500 – private hauler to empty bins in the South 

http://prrd.bc.ca/services/garbage-and-recycling/fees/


• $101,300 – spring/fall clean-up at rural sites 
• $5,800 – bin maintenance 
• Costs do not include staff time for maintenance, snowplowing, grading. 
New manned transfer stations: 
• Capital cost to build –approx. $450,000 for a Tier 2 Site. 
Annual operations - $120,000 

Development Services Questions  
Why can oil and gas companies get through ALR? And we can’t get 
subdivisions? 

Approvals for oil & gas activities in the ALR are governed according to a 
Delegation Agreement between the ALC and the OGC which sets out criteria 
for reviewable projects by the OGC.  See  
http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/assets/alc/assets/about-the-alc/working-with-
other-ministries-and-agencies/ogc-alc-delegation-agreement-
updated_2013.pdf 

Can I get a Building Permit after I build? What is process and do I 
have to tear stuff down. 

A building permit could be obtained. However, there will then be a 
requirement for inspection of the work. If the work is already covered over it 
will have to be opened up for inspection, OR be certified as safe for the use 
intended by a registered professional (engineer). Issuing a building permit 
does not fulfill the requirement for obtaining all necessary inspections. 

What can be done when selling a house that is in the voluntary area 
and a building permit was not obtained but the bank requires a 
permit (or similar). What document can be provided by the PRRD? 
If any? 

After a house has been built without a building permit or inspections, the 
PRRD would not be able to issue any permits, inspections or occupancy 
approvals unless a report is provided by a registered professional (engineer) 
that the house is safe for the use intended.  It would be irresponsible for the 
PRRD to provide such approvals without having done the required inspections 
OR reliance upon a registered professional. 

Why was the RES windfarm application/ proposal along Sweetwater 
refused by the Board, can they reconsider it? 

Reconsideration by the Board is not an option because staff have already 
taken action on the Board decision.   
There is no appeal process available through the ALC legislation which 
governs these applications. 
The only way to resurrect the proposal is for RES to submit a new application 
to the ALR.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/assets/alc/assets/about-the-alc/working-with-other-ministries-and-agencies/ogc-alc-delegation-agreement-updated_2013.pdf
http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/assets/alc/assets/about-the-alc/working-with-other-ministries-and-agencies/ogc-alc-delegation-agreement-updated_2013.pdf
http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/assets/alc/assets/about-the-alc/working-with-other-ministries-and-agencies/ogc-alc-delegation-agreement-updated_2013.pdf


Community Services Questions  
Societies Act Changes, need help to update, will PRRD be doing 
workshops? 

The PRRD is currently looking at doing another series of workshops in the 
future. 

Comment- Staff took up all parking on parkday, ask them to carpool 
or park across the way 

Will provide this feedback to staff involved in the event. 

We need help writing grants, will the PRRD write them for us? Regional District staff do not have the capacity or resources to write grant 
applications for community groups.   

Where did the $100,000 go that was in sub-regional for 
emergencies from the GIA fund, approximately 15-20 year ago? 

The funds are in a reserve which now amounts to $113,658.55.  There are no 
terms of reference or policies around how these funds can be utilized.  There 
used to be a non-profit society, that we assume had a role in bringing this to 
fruition, however, they are now defunct. Until such time that staff are 
provided direction from the Board or RBAC on developing a policy or how 
they should be used, the funds will remain in the reserve. 

Lack of law enforcement in rural areas. Do not give RCMP funds for 
rural policing, give it to Rural Crime watch. 

The Regional District has no ability to not to fund the RCMP.  

Can the Regional District assist us with security cameras at 
Mathews Park? 

The Regional District provided the Farmington Community Association with a 
grant of $13,200 in 2015, of which a portion of this grant was for the supply 
and installation of security cameras at Matthews Park.  This project was not 
completed by Farmington 

Ask the county in Alberta about peace officers, how are they 
funded? 

Most Peace Officers are funded through municipal taxes in Alberta. Peace 
Officers in BC do not have the same level of authority granted to them under 
BC legislation.  

Rural crime watch area signs- signage in on MOTI right-of-way and 
are not being replaced when they are gone. 

It is up to the rural crime watch group to replace the signs.  The Regional 
District provided rural crime watch with a grant a few years back to assist 
with the cost of signs.(Can we add parts of the email Wayne Hiebert sent with 
the explanation?) 

Canada Post changed from Farmington to PRRD. Rural service 
needs to improve from Canada Post. Regional District assigns 911 
addresses.  
No one was consulted. We want to be Farmington not PRRD on our 
addresses.   
We do not like where they put the 100 boxes and one place. 
Mailboxes fill up with dust because of where they are located. 

The PRRD was not consulted by Canada Post on the name change. The PRRD 
is currently working with Canada Post on a community naming project, so 
that communities like Farmington, do not lose their “community name” when 
there are changes to Canada Post’s system.  If successful, there may be an 
opportunity to change the name back to Farmington.  



If residents would like to propose a new location for the boxes, they may be 
able to provide input to their electoral area director, who could make a 
suggestion to Canada Post. 

Miscellaneous  Questions  
Environmental studies should be done more for industry. Heritage, 
environmental, health should be considered as well. 

Comment received. 

Cumulative impacts. We thought the Regional District was 
protecting rural interests. In Farmington there are no days without 
noise/high frequency noise. Pipeline companies are burning brush 
with diesel and polluting the air, effects animals. Now we are in the 
earthquake zone because of fraccing.  

Comment received. 

 


