
       PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT 
February 28, 2017 

Electoral Area ‘D’ – Roundtable Meetings 
Tomslake Hall @ 7:00 PM 

 
Present: 

Director Leonard Hiebert, Electoral Area ‘D’ 

Staff: 

Fran Haughian, Communications Manager/Commission Liaison 

 

Others: 

Art Seidl   George Giersch  Mavis Giersch 

Janet Stevens   Ernie Heller   Allen Watson 

Theresa Bartusek  George Bartusek  Ed McCullough 

Linda Fister   Steph Waggoner  Darryl Kroeker 

Wilma Brawner  Dan Brawner   Shelby Mulne 

Warren Kuenzl  Ryan Lafond   Linda Bartusek 

Judy Seidl   John Currie   Rob Ross  

Linda Yaciw   Louise Kempthorne  

     
 

Revised Mandatory Building Area 
-includes most fire protection areas except Tomslake or Arras. 
 
Potable Water Services 
-waiting to see what is happening in Farmington and see what we can do in Tomslake.  Will probably include service 
area, will approach Encana again. 

 
Public Question Period 
-2 minutes per person to speak on agenda items. 
 
Transfer Stations 
-Rolla wants to swap Monday to Tuesday 
-not everyone can make the hours set at Tomslake 
 
Parks Day 
-good day 

 
Comment: Look at your preparedness plans, be prepared. 
 
Groundwater Baseline Project 
-available online or get a hard copy at office. 
 
Question: What did you find out?  Documented-aquifers and locations? 
Response: Expand testing in this area, it is in the works with a lot of ministries, groups involved. 
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Giving Back to the Community 
-scholarships 
-GIA 
-grants to community events 
-youth travel 
-gradfest 
 
Open Floor 
Comment: Director Hiebert-NDIT grants available for community halls, use it!  Festival and event 

grants as well. 
Comment: Director Hiebert-Get community involved, how are you doing? 
Response: The same ten people.  Looking to revitalize with presentation that Fran did with volunteer 

app a few years ago on website now. 
Comment: Board Highlights in paper is a great idea. 
Question: What is amount collected by PRRD for rural policing from Electoral Area D and E? 
Response: Approximately $750,000=4 constables. 
Question: What is the formula being used by Dawson Creek detachment? 
Comment: There are funds kicked in by the province so there shouldn’t be an issue of not filling the 

spaces. 
Response: We really need 8 to have a full complement.  They don’t go out by themselves.  Taxes 

would increase for 4 extra and space for them. 
Comment: City uses them for city, we should not give them funds. 
Response: I’m trying to follow the allocation and see where the rural funds are being utilized. 
Comment: Tax industry to pay for officers. 
Comment: 4 that are getting funds are shared to Dawson Creek, if we get 4 more would they be 

allocated rural. 
Response: There is not enough bodies to staff the positions. 
Comment: Use auxiliaries with guns. 
Question: If we get 4 more, will taxes go up? 
Response: Referendum to increase taxes to get 4 more. 
Comment: Go to referendum to get funds back to do our own. 
Comment: I would pay twice to get service. 
Comment: We get less service now. 
Comment: 4 guys can’t meet 24/7 shifts or go out alone. 
Comment: Increased taxes are acceptable. 
Comment: Want a sub detachment in area. 
Comment: Service area may include Pouce Coupe and put the 8 guys there. 
Response: Challenge is bodies to fill. 
Comment: Pouce location still is a big region to manage. 
Comment: Criminals gravitating to rural area. 
Comment: Further discussion. 
Response: I will bring the Staff Sargent to the next meeting. 
Comment: Auto calls coming through Rural Crime Watch. 
Comment: More about water sustainability act, people in rural areas don’t know about it. 
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Response: Anything personal use, well/dugout, don’t have to be registered.  Commercial/Industrial 
have to be registered.  Provincial Act. 

Comment: Dugouts are a grey area.  Cut off end of year.  $150 per permit after end of year 2019.  We 
don’t know what we are supposed to do.  We don’t know what to register. 

Response: At the conference Province said they are working through it.  I can forward act out as I get 
explanations about it. 

Comment: If I sell the cows I may be charged-deemed commercial, they don’t have definitions for 
pets. 

Question: What can be grandfathered? 
Response: Don’t know, not clear. 
Comment: It will be costly for us, we have to hire professionals and be inspected and prove its good. 
Comment: If there is so much going on that we can’t afford to farm what can you do? 
Comment: Better advertised and have more meetings to answer water questions. 
Response: Rural Directors are also frustrated by Water Sustainability Act and the lack of clarification. 

Who will get charged?  Who will police it? 
Comment: More people coming on my property to “check” stuff. 
Response: They don’t have enough people to police it. 
Comment: Until regulations come out, we don’t have to worry about it. 
Comment: They are in the act. 
Comment: There are still ‘grey areas’ that need to be addressed. 
Response: I suggest talking to Mike Bernier 
Comment: I would like back up to set up meetings from PRRD to set up meetings. 
Response: We will take request back to board through an email/letter from you(Linda). 
Comment: Wait and see time right now, just another tax. 
Comment: BC Hydro, going on and off.  Phone them, they will address it.  They are trying but need to 

know about issues to address.  You have to complain. 
Comment: There is three phase on west side of road is an issue. 
Question: Any new info about the Tate Creek school? 
Comment: Does community want to be involved in the school.  If we say no, it will go for sale. 
Comment: If it goes for sale, can anyone buy it? 
Comment: The province doesn’t need referendum to sell. 
Comment: It is zoned commercial. 
Comment: It can only go to community groups or education group for $1 
Comment: Why can’t we use the kitchen facilities at the school, we can pull it out. 
Response: Is there interest in going back to election?  Next Election is November 2018.  Zero cost to 

tag referendum on to an election. 
Comment: Rolla and O’Brian will be for sale as well. 
Comment: Recreation Commission to discuss about. 
Comment: Rec inventory for this are. 
Response: In budget to be done this year. 
Comment: if community decided on. 
Comment: Regional District screwed up the referendum by inflating the costs. 
Comment: Would the Regional District fight us on the numbers if we thought it cost $50,000? 
Response: No 
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Comment: Insurance was costly, School District could operate cheaper. 
Comment: Electorate voted. 
Comment: Electorate had/did not have enough info. 
Comment: Info was presented and people voted. 
Comment: Not transferred to Ministry of Education, School District has to deal with it. 
Comment: The addition is local funds and should not be able to be sold to school. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
   


