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AT A GLANCE...

People are concerned about...

 ■ costs for developing and maintaining high-
quality trails

 ■ potential impacts to rural areas and 
neighbouring land uses

 ■ potential conflicts between different uses, 
notably motorized and non-motorized uses

 ■ abuse of the trail through trespass, littering, 
vandalism, or misuse

 ■ safety and security along the route
 ■ emergency access
 ■ interactions with motor vehicles at roads or 

crossings
 ■ that it will not get done!

People are hoping for trails that...

 ■ provide a high-quality recreational experience 
and brings them closer to nature

 ■ are developed with amenities like benches, 
water stations, picnic areas, and interpretive 
information that add to the experience

 ■ connect people to points of interest, other 
trails, and key destinations

 ■ provide year-round use and enjoyment
 ■ are designed in a way that can accommodate 

a range of uses and encourage pleasant 
interactions

 ■ encourage tourism and economic 
development and draw people to the 
communities

 ■ get built sooner rather than later!

FORT ST. JOHN TO CHARLIE LAKE DAWSON CREEK TO POUCE COUPE
TOP START/

END POINTS
IN FORT ST. JOHN
• West Bypass Trail
• Fish Creek Forest
• City Centre

IN CHARLIE LAKE
• Rotary Boat Launch
• Beatton  Prov. Park
• Charlie Lake Prov. Park

TOP 5 
DESIRED TRAIL 

ACTIVITIES

1. Walk
2. Bicycle (for leisure)
3. Walk a Dog

4. Run or Jog
5. Ride a Horse

POTENTIAL 
ROUTES TO 

INVESTIGATE

• Fish Creek Corridor
• 244 Road
• 273/242 Roads

• Alaska Highway
• CN Railway
• Peace River Corridor

TOP 
POTENTIAL 
POINTS OF 

INTEREST

• Tse'KWa (Charlie 
Lake) Caves

• Frozen John
• Beatton Prov. Park

• Fish Creek
• Boat Launches
• Natural Areas
• Peace River

TOP 5 
DESIRED TRAIL 

AMENITIES

1. Washrooms
2. Benches
3. Waste Containers

4. Parking at Trail Access 
Points

5. Trails Maps

WHAT % OF 
PARTICIPANTS 

WOULD 
REGULARLY 

USE THE TRAIL

IN SUMMER 
- Pleasure and Exercise (98.5%),  
- Go to an Activity or Event (66.1%) 
- Visit Friends and Relatives(63.5%)
IN WINTER  
- Pleasure and Exercise (88.2%) 
- Go to an Activity or Event (50.4%)

TOP START/
END POINTS

IN DAWSON CREEK
• Dawson Trail
• Encana Events Centre
• Dawson Mall
• Leoppky Park

IN POUCE COUPE
• Elementary School
• Museum
• Pouce Park
• Railway Trestle

TOP 5 
DESIRED TRAIL 

ACTIVITIES

1. Walk
2. Bicycle (for leisure)
3. Walk a Dog

4. Run or Jog
5. Cross-Country Ski

POTENTIAL 
ROUTES TO 

INVESTIGATE

• Dawson Creek/Pouce 
River

• 215 St/206 Rd
• 215 St/Carling Rd

• 211 Rd
• 219 St/206 Rd
• CN Railway
• Hwy 2

TOP 
POTENTIAL 
POINTS OF 

INTEREST

• Encana/Aquatic/
Lakota Riding Centres

• Dawson Trail
• Airport
• Bisette Marsh

• Train Trestles
• Pouce Coupe 

Museum
• Pouce Park
• Rivers/Creeks

TOP 5 
DESIRED TRAIL 

AMENITIES

1. Waste Containers
2. Benches
3. Washrooms

4. Parking at Trail 
Access Points

5. Doggie Stations

WHAT % OF 
PARTICIPANTS 

WOULD 
REGULARLY 

USE THE TRAIL

IN SUMMER 
- Pleasure and Exercise (98.5%),  
- Go to an Activity or Event (66.1%)
IN WINTER  
- Pleasure and Exercise (83.3%)



Table  o f  Content s
1 | PLANNING PROCESS .......................................................1

Study Areas ............................................................................ 2

Overall Project Process ............................................................ 3

2 | ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW ............................................4

Phase 1 Outreach ................................................................... 4

Phase 1 Engagement Activities ............................................... 5

3 | COMMUNITY WORKSHOP SUMMARY .........................6

Activity #1: Hopes & Fears ...................................................... 6

Activity #2: Map Our Trails (Fort St. John to Charlie Lake 
Route) .................................................................................... 9

Activity #2: Map Our Trails (Dawson Creek to Pouce Coupe 
Route) .................................................................................. 10

Activity #3: User Experience ................................................. 11

4 | IDEAS QUESTIONNAIRE SUMMARY ............................13

Overview.............................................................................. 13

Fort St. John to Charlie Lake ................................................. 15

Dawson Creek to Pouce Coupe ............................................ 21

General Comments .............................................................. 26

5 | NEXT STEPS ...................................................................28

APPENDIX A: FORT ST. JOHN WORKSHOP -  
USER EXPERIENCE COMMENT FORMS ............................... 29

APPENDIX B: DAWSON CREEK WORKSHOP -  
USER EXPERIENCE COMMENT FORMS ............................... 38

APPENDIX C: IDEAS QUESTIONNAIRE WRITTEN 
COMMENTS ......................................................................... 42





1
CONNECTING COMMUNITIES REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY 
Community Input Summary - June / July 2018

C O N N E C T I N G 
C O M M U N I T I E S 
TRAILS FEASIBILITY STUDY

PHASE 1 COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY 
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1 | PLANNING PROCESS
In Spring 2018, the Peace River Regional District initiated the Connecting 
Communities Regional Trails Study to explore two potential trail 
connections between communities in the region: Fort St. John to Charlie 
Lake & Dawson Creek to Pouce Coupe. 

Phase 1 of the process focused on analyzing existing conditions, building 
a framework for opportunities and constraints, and gathering preliminary 
ideas from the community. During this phase, community engagement 
was undertaken to raise awareness about the Study and gather early ideas 
and insights about potential routes. This summary documents feedback 
gathered to date and will build a foundation of understanding and ideas 
for developing potential trail options to be explored in Phase 2.

During the months of June and 
July 2018 the Study team analyzed 
potential trails opportunities 
between Fort St. John and Charlie 
Lake and between Dawson Creek 
and Pouce Coupe. As part of 
this process, the community 
was invited to share their ideas, 
observations, and comments 
about potential trails along both 
routes. This summary documents 
the feedback received. This input is 
being used to develop preliminary 
trail options.
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PHASE 1 ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

Out & About at Community Events

DATES June 16 - July 22, 2018

EVENTS Deep Summer Solstice Marathon, Dawson Creek
Father’s Day Fishing Derby, Charlie Lake
Seniors’ Swim & Tea, Dawson Creek
Canada Day Celebration, Fort St. John
Canada Day Celebration, Pouce Coupe
100-Year Celebration, Swan Lake Provincial Park
Colour Me Rotary Run, Fort St. John

DETAILS Project team members manned booths at the events to raise awareness 
about the Connecting Communities Study and initiate discussions 
with community members. The booth included large Study area 
maps and poster boards that were used to record discussions and 
insights. Participants were informed about the project website, ideas 
questionnaire, and opportunities to participate in the process. 

Community Workshops

DATE Fort St. John: Tuesday, June 26 @ 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Dawson Creek: Wednesday, June 27 @ 6:30 - 8:30 pm

LOCATION Fort St. John: North Peace Cultural Centre
Dawson Creek: Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre

DETAILS The project team led interactive workshops to discuss preliminary 
ideas for Connecting Communities with the project team, interest 
groups, and community members. The workshops included an 
introductory presentation, small group discussions, and group 
reporting on key findings and themes.

Ideas Questionnaire

DATE Friday, June 13 through Monday, July 23

LOCATION Online @ www.prrd.bc.ca/egage/connecting-communities 
In Paper @ Community Events & Regional Offices

DETAILS The ideas questionnaire was focused on gathering early ideas and 
insights about trails in the region. This individual input is important 
to understanding the range of ideas and opinions that exist in the 
community.
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3 | COMMUNITY WORKSHOP SUMMARY
The community workshops in Fort St. John and Dawson Creek brought residents, community groups, and the 
project team together to discuss trails. The workshops included three activities summarized below.

ACTIVITY #1: HOPES & FEARS

This simple activity encouraged people to think 
about the hopes and fears they are bringing into the 
project. Upon arrival, participants were given a two 
stickers with the following statements: “My top HOPE 
for connecting communities is...” and “My top FEAR 
for connecting communities is...” Each participant 
considered their top hopes and fears for trails and 
added each to a poster that displayed participants’ 
input for everyone to see. This information provides 
insights into the early priorities or concerns.

TOP HOPES - Fort St. John Workshop

 ■ That the trails are for every use (bike/walk/horse/
ATV/snowmobile/xc ski)

 ■ A well maintained trail…
 ■ To connect people through nature!
 ■ This will get people outdoors and active more.
 ■ It gets completed!
 ■ Extensive multi-use trail system including single 

track wilderness trails (cheap and very sought 
after).

 ■ Abundant well maintained trails for multiple 
activities.

 ■ A trail thru nature.
 ■ Provide easy access to enjoy our area.
 ■ Ride bikes with my kids to and from town – safely 

out of traffic.
 ■ Encouraging a year-round active life.
 ■ A quality multi-use trail can be built.
 ■ That it’s the start of a more active lifestyle that 

brings sport between Charlie Lake and Fort St. 
John in a safer and fun manner (running races, 
bike races, year-round connectivity).

 ■ People from both communities to be closer to 
each other.

 ■ Longer hikes for individuals and groups.

 “My top HOPE for connecting 

communities is...” 

 “My top HOPE for connecting 

communities is...” 

 “My top HOPE for connecting 

communities is...” 

 “My top HOPE for connecting 

communities is...” 

 “My top HOPE for connecting 

communities is...” 

...write 
your 

thoughts
 here!

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

 “My top HOPE for connecting 

communities is...” 

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

 “My top FEAR for connecting 
communities is...” 

 “My top FEAR for connecting 
communities is...” 

 “My top FEAR for connecting 
communities is...” 

 “My top FEAR for connecting 
communities is...” 

 “My top FEAR for connecting 
communities is...” 

...write your thoughts here!
CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY
CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

 “My top FEAR for connecting 
communities is...” 

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES
REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES
REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES
REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES
REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY

 ■ That the trails will be built with other trails being 
connected to the main trail.

 ■ More people using bicycles rather than vehicles.
 ■ We need bike roads and walking paths.
 ■ Having more trail options for bike riding.
 ■ That the trails will be universally designed for all 

users – wheelchairs, scooters, bicycles, and able-
body people.

 ■ FSJ to Charlie Lake along Fish Creek.
 ■ Encouraging physical activity.
 ■ That it makes less people move away this month. I 

know 5 this month that moved!
 ■ It will encourage an active commuting culture and 

strengthen community ties.
 ■ To unify all close communities with similar 

interests, work lives, home lives, etc. etc.
 ■ Getting more people in the community outside 

and physically active.
 ■ That the health of our community will continue to 

grow as we provide another activity option.
 ■ That it will take a route along existing side roads 

as well as Alaska Highway.
 ■ Gets built and well used. Expanding.
 ■ Long multi-use trails.
 ■ A balance between recreation and conservation.
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 ■ To connect FSJ to Charlie Lake via walk or bike. A 
corridor to nature. Outdoor activity summer and 
winter. Ongoing development.

 ■ To get more people being outdoors, active, and 
interacting with friends and new people.

 ■ Safe trails to places I want to walk.
 ■ More safe accessible paths from Fort St. John to 

Charlie Lake for walking, cycling, and commuting.
 ■ Trails that accommodate the majority of users.

 ■ Allow for more outdoor family activities that are 
safe to be used by people of all ages. Being able 
to connect between communities with multiple 
forms of transport.

 ■ There is a desire for use. Look at our trail on 
Bypass to happen.

 ■ That people will use trail respectfully.
 ■ User-friendly, wheelchair accessible trails to 

promote physical activity and connectivity.

TOP HOPES - Dawson Creek Workshop

 ■ That it can support a variety of users and offer a 
variety of types of terrain. Limiting motorized use 
to certain sections.

 ■ Respect for private property near the trails.
 ■ Greater accessibility, more cohesive community, 

more recreational space outdoor/all seasons.
 ■ Seems like a cool idea. Always nice to have 

more places for a good walk. I’d imagine a walk 
between Pouce and DC.

 ■ Connection between friends – making new friends 
– camaraderie. 

 ■ It will provide a fun and safe running, walking, and 
cycling trail.

 ■ The trails will be used for a variety of activities 
that benefit the members of both communities.

 ■ That they will be accessible for all members of our 
communities.

 ■ A walking, biking, hiking, cross country ski trail 
between Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe.

 ■ People will be more active.
 ■ Multi-use trail Pouce to DC, all seasons, multiple 

activities (disc golf!!)
 ■ Getting to know the communities better.
 ■ That people will use trails respectfully avoiding 

trespass on private land.
 ■ Multi-use/non-motorized trail between Dawson & 

Pouce.

TOP FEARS - Fort St. John Workshop

 ■ Increased quad/snowmobile misuse of trails 
without policing.

 ■ There is no ice cream stand along the way!
 ■ People abusing the trail and not showing respect 

to all users.
 ■ Lots of “talking” little action!
 ■ Ongoing maintenance and repair
 ■ The trail going on the highway.
 ■ Maintenance, enforcement.
 ■ Exclusiveness, disconnection.

 ■ Conflicts with landowners. Types of trail use (i.e., 
motorized vehicles). Fish Creek impacts.

 ■ Nobody will agree so nothing will happen.
 ■ Inability to agree on land use. Unwilling to 

compromise.
 ■ Stakeholder opposition based on untrue 

assumptions.
 ■ Poorly planned and fragmented trails with no 

future maintenance.
 ■ People will disrespect the trail and damage it or 

use it as a garbage dump.
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 ■ “Trail” is on the side of the highway.
 ■ Making agreements with private landowners.
 ■ The privilege will be abused.
 ■ That the trail is misused by patrons, that it 

turns into an unsafe “racetrack” between the 
communities. That people don’t take pride in it 
and ruin it for everyone.

 ■ It might turn out being unsafe from traffic and 
other people.

 ■ Litter being dropped. Dogs not on leashes.
 ■ Maybe the trails not being maintained?
 ■ Off road vehicles accessing trails.
 ■ What is there to fear?!
 ■ Status quo.
 ■ That it will be all along the Alaska Highway.
 ■ Dumping junk & not doing anything.
 ■ Trails will be abused – trees chopped. Motorized 

vehicle use.

 ■ There should be no fear in connecting 
communities. We should all be working for one 
another.

 ■ That it never gets done!
 ■ Sustainability. Maintenance. Vandalism.
 ■ Red tape and landowners not allowing 

development.
 ■ That the trails won’t be usable in winter or at 

night.
 ■ That it doesn’t happen…
 ■ The beauty of our region is not capitalized on (i.e., 

non-motorized trails do not get built).
 ■ Not being done yet again (another study)?
 ■ Bike/walking path and trail being used by ATV, 

motorbikes, + skidoos.
 ■ Trail will be established, but not maintained.

TOP FEARS - Dawson Creek Workshop

 ■ That the trails will be used for illegal activities 
such as underage drinking and parties and they 
not be a safe place for children and families.

 ■ Won’t be accessible for all members of our 
community.

 ■ To have yet another motorized-use trail.
 ■ Motorized vehicles damage the trail for other 

users or make it hazardous for non-motorized 
users.

 ■ That there is so much red tape that people give up 
on building the trail.

 ■ Losing individual community identity.
 ■ ?
 ■ Not enough public consultation – not used 

enough. Money spent without usage.

 ■ ATVs and snowmobiles and other motorized 
equipment using the trails to go off through 
private property.

 ■ Motorized vehicles (ATVs, snow machines) using 
trails.

 ■ Nada.
 ■ Don’t have too many… I can’t think of anything 

too concerning. I guess I’m worried in won’t 
actually happen. Cost maybe…

 ■ That there will be problems with traffic on back 
roads that could be stressful for trail users.

 ■ That people will abuse the trail and cause 
problems with land owners.
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ACTIVITY #3: USER EXPERIENCE

Many different users and groups may wish to use regional trails. In some cases, this may lead to conflicts and 
require decisions to be made about what uses can be accommodated. It is important to consider individual needs, 
as well as the needs of others. During the User Experience activity, workshops participants were asked to respond 
to four questions both as themselves and as a “secret identity” to consider how different user groups may want to 
use regional trails. The following summarizes key observations made by participants during the activity. All written 
responses of both participant and “secret identify” viewpoints are in Appendix A & B.

Fort St. John Workshop

1: What experience do you want to have on 
the trail? In the summer? In the winter?

 ■ The majority of workshop participants indicated a 
desire to participate in non-motorized recreation. 

 ■ Top summer activities included walking, cycling, 
and jogging. Other summer activities included 
using a wheelchair, dog walking, wildlife viewing, 
horseback riding, ATV riding, rollerblading.

 ■ Top winter activities included walking, cross-
country skiing, snowshoeing. Other winter 
activities included snowmobiling.

 ■ Many comments mentioned people are seeking 
an experience that would safe and peaceful.

 ■ Many participants would like to enjoy the trail 
with friends and family and look forward to 
opportunities to socialize with other users.

 ■ Participants hoped that the experience would 
include connections to interesting areas, other 
trails, and picturesque places.

2: How do you see the experience you want to 
have potentially conflicting with other users?

 ■ Space limitations was a top concern – conflicts 
may increase if trail the trail is not wide enough.

 ■ Potential conflicts between motorized and non-
motorized uses.

 ■ People failing to follow trail etiquette and going 
too fast or failing to notify others when passing.

 ■ Potential conflict between animals (both horses 
and dogs) and other users.

 ■ Incompatibility between some winter uses 
(e.g., ski trails cannot be used by walkers or 
snowshoers).

 ■ Different preferences for trail materials – e.g., 
paved vs. natural surfacing.

3: Can you imagine any conflicts with adjacent 
neighbours or land uses along the route?

 ■ Noise affecting quiet areas.
 ■ Privacy impacts to those living nearby
 ■ Trespassing on private lands.
 ■ Garbage and litter along the route.
 ■ Off-leash dogs on private property, dog waste, 

conflicts with dogs in adjacent yards.
 ■ Fire hazards.
 ■ Impacts to natural areas including Fish Creek, as 

well as potential for wildlife interactions.
 ■ Potential theft or vandalism at private properties.
 ■ Trails adjacent to industrial areas.
 ■ Landowners opposing trails near their lands.
 ■ Increased traffic and parking to access the trail.
 ■ Unsafe crossings of roads and railway.

4: How could the trail be designed to 
minimize potential conflicts and maximize 
safety and enjoyment?

 ■ Lanes or grade separation for different activities, 
sufficient width for pleasant encounters.

 ■ Amenities such as garbage, benches, water, dog 
waste bags, washrooms, and warming huts.

 ■ Signs that encourage respectful behaviour.

 ■ Policing and enforcement.
 ■ Trail routing to avoid existing residences, use of 

fencing and screening.
 ■ Regular maintenance year-round.
 ■ Emergency considerations.
 ■ Potential lighting.
 ■ Opportunities for people to be involved in 

planning, design, and decision-making.
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Dawson Creek Workshop

1: What experience do you want to have on 
the trail? In the summer? In the winter?

 ■ All workshop participants indicated a desire to 
participate in non-motorized recreation. 

 ■ Top summer activities included walking, cycling, 
and jogging. Other summer activities included 
swimming, picnics, disc golf, stroller use, walker 
use, bird watching, and horseback riding.

 ■ Top winter activities included walking, cross-
country skiing, snowshoeing, and winter (fat bike) 
cycling. 

 ■ Many comments mentioned people are seeking 
an experience that is quiet and away from traffic.

 ■ Many hoped that the experience would help 
people connect with nature.

2: How do you see the experience you want to 
have potentially conflicting with other users?

 ■ Several concerns that ATVs or snowmobiles may 
not interact well with all trail users.

 ■ Some potential conflicts seen between non-
motorized uses including between hikers and 
cyclists, horses and cyclists, disc golf and other 
users, or cross-country skiing and snowshoeing or 
winter cycling.

 ■ Suggestions that different uses may need different 
surfacing.

 ■ Several comments that conflicts could be avoided 
if people use trails respectfully.

3: Can you imagine any conflicts with adjacent 
neighbours or land uses along the route?

 ■ Trail development affecting nearby neighbours. 
 ■ Highway and creek crossings. 
 ■ Garbage being left affecting people who live in the 

area. 
 ■ Noise levels, especially where landowners  are not 

used to having people near their properties.
 ■ Inadequate discussion with landowners prior to 

development. 
 ■ People who leave the trails and trespass.
 ■ Animals like dogs or horses on the trail. 
 ■ Issues where trails are adjacent to industrial 

areas.
 ■ Disruption to the bird sanctuary.

4: How could the trail be designed to 
minimize potential conflicts and maximize 
safety and enjoyment?

 ■ Access points with parking and routes for 
emergency access. 

 ■ Sufficient trail width to accommodate multiple 
user groups. 

 ■ Directional trail with centerline.

 ■ Limiting certain uses to locations where they will 
not impact existing land uses.

 ■ Choke points to discourage unauthorized (e.g., 
motorized uses).

 ■ Addition of some special use areas off the trail to 
help manage conflicts between user groups.

 ■ Rest areas with water, washrooms, warm-up 
spots, trash containers, etc.

 ■ A route that minimizes busy road crossings.

 ■ Lighting.

 ■ Police patrol and monitoring.

 ■ Fencing of private property.

 ■ Signage, especially for private property, land 
access, etc.
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4 | IDEAS QUESTIONNAIRE SUMMARY
The Ideas Questionnaire encouraged individual input on values, concerns, and ideas for various topics to be 
explored in the Study. The following summary outlines key themes from the questionnaire. To see all submitted 
comments refer to Appendix C.

GENDER OF QUESTIONNAIRE PARTICIPANTS

OVERVIEW

AGE OF QUESTIONNAIRE PARTICIPANTS

AGE OF 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
 PARTICIPANTS

60-69 
8.5%

50-59 
21.0%

40-49 
27.7%

30-39 
26.3%

20-29 
13.0%

0-19 
1.8%

Prefer not to say 
0.9%70+ 

0.9%

AGE OF PRRD 
RESIDENTS  

(2016 CENSUS)

0-19 
27.7%

20-29 
15.3%

30-39 
15.3%

40-49 
12.7%

50-59 
13.6%

70+ 
6.5%60-69 

8.9%

GENDER OF 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
 PARTICIPANTS

FEMALE 
71.4%

Prefer not to say 
2.2%

MALE 
26.3%

GENDER  
OF PRRD 

RESIDENTS  
(2016 CENSUS)

MALE 
51.3%

FEMALE 
48.7%

The age of respondents was fairly representative of all age groups, with 
the exception of 0-19. It is not unusual for the 0-19 age group to be 

underrepresented as young children typically do not participate in online 
questionnaires.

While the gender composition with the PRRD is nearly even, a much higher 
percentage of females than males responded to the ideas questionnaire.

BLUEBERRY RIVER 
FIRST NATIONS

CITY OF DAWSON 
CREEK

CITY OF FORT ST. 
JOHN

DISTRICT OF 
CHETWYND
DISTRICT OF 

HUDSON’S HOPE

DISTRICT OF TAYLOR

DISTRICT OF 
TUMBLER RIDGE

DOIG RIVER FIRST 
NATION

HALFWAY RIVER 
FIRST NATION

KWADACHA FIRST 
NATION

SAULTEAU FIRST 
NATIONS

TSAY KEH DENE BAND

VILLAGE OF POUCE 
COUPE

WEST MOBERLY FIRST 
NATIONS

ELECTORAL AREA B

ELECTORAL AREA C

ELECTORAL AREA D

ELECTORAL AREA E

OTHER REGION IN 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

ALBERTA 

OTHER COUNTRY

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Blueberry River First Nations
City of Dawson Creek

City of Fort St. John
District of Chetwynd

District of Hudson's Hope
District of Taylor

District of Tumbler Ridge
Doig River First Nation

Halfway River First Nation
Kwadacha First Nation
Saulteau First Nations

Tsay Keh Dene Band
Village of Pouce Coupe

West Moberly First Nations
Electoral Area B
Electoral Area C
Electoral Area D
Electoral Area E

Other region in British Columbia
Alberta

Other Country (please name):

WHERE PARTICIPANTS LIVE

1 (0.5%)

2 (0.9%)

1 (0.5%)

2 (0.9%)

15 (6.7%)

55 (24.6%)

48 (21.4%)

78 (34.82%)

0 (0.0%)

2 (0.9%)

1 (0.5%)

2 (0.9%)

0 (0.0%)

0 (0.0%)

0 (0.0%)

0 (0.0%)

0 (0.0%)

1 (0.5%)

10 (4.5%)

6 (2.7%)

0 (0.0%)
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TRAILS PARTICIPANTS CURRENTLY USE 
IN THE REGION

 ■ Fish Creek Community Forest, Fort St. John

 ■ Bypass Trails, Fort St. John

 ■ Beatton Provincial Park Trails

 ■ Fort St. John City Trails (general)

 ■ Dawson Trail, Dawson Creek

 ■ Charlie Lake Provincial Park/Mile 54 Trails

 ■ Cactus Trails, Cecil Lake Rd

 ■ Dawson Creek City Trails (general)

 ■ Hospital Trails, Fort St. John

 ■ Bear Mountain Ski Area

 ■ Rural Roads

 ■ Bear Mountain Wind Park

 ■ Leoppky Park Trails, Dawson Creek

 ■ Tumbler Ridge Trails

 ■ Surerus Park Trails, Fort St. John

 ■ Alaska Hwy Ditches, Fort St. John to Charlie 
Lake

 ■ Chetwynd Area Trails

 ■ Beatton Hills / Valley Area Trails

 ■ Stewart Lake Motorized Trail

 ■ Private / Crown Land Trails

 ■ 56 Avenue, Pouce Coupe

 ■ Kiskatinaw River

 ■ Pomeroy Track, Fort St. John

 ■ Chamberlain Heritage Nature Park, Dawson 
Creek

 ■ Mud Creek Motorized Trail

 ■ Montney Centennial Regional Park Trails

 ■ Toboggan Hill Park, Fort St. John
 ■ The Dunes, Grande Prairie
 ■ Trans Canada Trail
 ■ Kin Park, Fort St. John
 ■ Garrison Landing Trail
 ■ Taylor Golf Course
 ■ Big Bam
 ■ Provincial Park / Rec Sites

WALK

BICYCLE (FOR LEISURE)

WALK A DOG

RUN OR JOG

RIDE A HORSE

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI

SNOWSHOE

BICYCLE (FOR 
TRANSPORTATION)

RIDE AN ATV/
MOTORBIKE

SNOWMOBILE

SKATEBOARD/
ROLLERBLADE

USE A WHEELCHAIR/
MOBILITY SCOOTER

OTHER

WHAT PEOPLE CURRENTLY DO ON TRAILS

165

114

109

90

49

49

49

33

22

15

1

1

13
(horse drawn wagon, 

explore nature, 
search and rescue 

training, geocaching, 
photography, push 

stroller)

WHICH ROUTES PARTICIPANTS CHOSE TO 
COMMENT ON

DAWSON CREEK TO 
POUCE COUPE  

29.2%

BOTH TRAILS 
18.4%

FORT ST. JOHN TO 
CHARLIE LAKE 

52.5%

The majority of questionnaire 
participants are currently using 
trails for non-motorized activities.
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Where do participants suggest the trail start and finish?

FORT ST. JOHN TO CHARLIE LAKE

What is the main experience participants would like to have on a new trail connecting Fort 
St. John and Charlie Lake?

A LEISURELY WALK OR RIDE

A ROUTE WITH PLACES TO STOP (E.G., TO 
EAT, SHOP, PLAY, VIEW SOMETHING)

A FAST/DIRECT ROUTE TO MY DESTINATION

100 (71.4%)

32 (22.9%)

8 (5.7%)

PARKS, GREEN SPACE, AND NATURE

LINKAGES TO OTHER TRAILS

TOURISM DESTINATIONS OR 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERPRETATION

RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBOURHOODS

SCHOOLS

SHOPPING, DINING, AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT

127

108

48

18

14

11

2

IN CHARLIE LAKE

 ■ Charlie Lake Boat Launch / Memorial / Rotary RV 
Park

 ■ Beatton Provincial Park
 ■ Charlie Lake Provincial Park / Mile 54 Boat Launch
 ■ Full Charlie Lake Loop
 ■ Jackfish Dundee’s
 ■ Charlie Lake Elementary
 ■ Lakepoint Golf & Country Club
 ■ Montney Centennial Regional Park
 ■ Bear Flats
 ■ Charlie Lake Fire Hall
 ■ North end of Charlie Lake

IN FORT ST. JOHN

 ■ North end of existing West Bypass (Frozen John)
 ■ South end of existing West Bypass
 ■ Margaret Ma Murray School
 ■ Totem Mall
 ■ 86th Street
 ■ East Bypass
 ■ Northern Lights College / Fish Creek Community 

Forest
 ■ Fort St. John City Centre
 ■ Fort St. John Hospital
 ■ Fort St. John Airport
 ■ Centennial Park

What are the types of places participants think should be prioritized along this route?

Input suggests that participants are seeking a trail from Fort St. 
John to Charlie Lake that provides opportunities for recreation 
and leisure, rather than direct transportation.
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What special places or points of interest do participants think the trail might incorporate 

along the way?

 ■ Tse’KWa (Charlie Lake) Caves (First Nations site)
 ■ Views or overlooks
 ■ Frozen John
 ■ Beatton Provincial Park
 ■ Fish Creek
 ■ Rotary RV Park & Boat Launch
 ■ Charlie Lake
 ■ Forested / natural areas, interesting vegetation
 ■ Jackfish Dundee’s Pub
 ■ Lakepoint Golf & Country Club
 ■ Rotary Baseball Diamond

 ■ New development by Lakeshore / Charlie Lake 
Crescent

 ■ Dunvegan Gardens
 ■ Charlie Lake Elementary
 ■ Peace River banks
 ■ Charlie Lake wetlands / marsh
 ■ Fish Creek Community Forest
 ■ Businesses / restaurants / shops along the way
 ■ Memorial at Charlie Lake
 ■ Playground(s)
 ■ Charlie Lake Provincial Park / Mile 54 Boat Launch

WALK

BICYCLE (FOR LEISURE)

WALK A DOG

RUN OR JOG

RIDE A HORSE

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI

SNOWSHOE

BICYCLE (FOR TRANSPORTATION)

RIDE AN ATV/MOTORBIKE

SNOWMOBILE

SKATEBOARD/ROLLERBLADE

USE A WHEELCHAIR/MOBILITY SCOOTER

OTHER (winter biking, horse drawn wagon, 
geocaching, push stroller, events)

106

95

73

72

40

39

36

35

14

10

7

2

13

If a trail was built between Fort St. John and Charlie Lake, what trail activities would 

participants like to do on it?
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1.7%

5.1%

2.4%

0.8%

2.6%

22.8%

3.3%

2.…

3.4%

2.6%

24.3%

9.8%

4.2%

8.4%

5.1%

36.0%

35.0%

10.2%

31.9%

88.0%

11.8%

49.6%

83.1%

55.5%

4 or More Days a Week 2-3 Days a Week Once a Week Once a Month Never

5.8%

14.6%

5.6%

0.8%

2.4%

6.6%

29.2%

4.8%

3.3%

7.1%

9.9%

33.6%

21.0%

6.6%

15.9%

5.8%

21.2%

34.7%

17.4%

38.1%

71.9%

1.5%

33.9%

71.9%

36.5%

4 or More Days a Week 2-3 Days a Week Once a Week Once a Month Never

TO GO TO WORK OR 
SCHOOL

FOR PLEASURE OR 
EXERCISE

TO GO TO AN ACTIVITY 
(E.G., SPORT OR CLUB) 

OR AN EVENT

TO GO SHOPPING

TO VISIT FRIENDS AND 
RELATIVES

IN SUMMER (May to September)

TO GO TO WORK OR 
SCHOOL

FOR PLEASURE OR 
EXERCISE

TO GO TO AN ACTIVITY 
(E.G., SPORT OR CLUB) 

OR AN EVENT

TO GO SHOPPING

TO VISIT FRIENDS AND 
RELATIVES

IN WINTER (October to April)

If a trail was built between Fort St. John and Charlie Lake, how often do participants believe 
they would use it to walk or bike for the following reasons?

Based on participant feedback, a trail between Fort St. John and Charlie Lake would be primarily used for pleasure 
and exercise, along with some regular use for traveling to activities or events or to visit friends and relatives. 
Participants suggested they would use it less frequently to travel to school or work or to go shopping. Input 
suggests use would decrease in winter, although still a substantial number of people would consider using the 
trail for pleasure or exercise during the winter months if it was maintained for their preferred activity.
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WASHROOMS

BENCHES

WASTE CONTAINERS

PARKING AT TRAIL 
ACCESS POINTS

TRAILS MAPS

LIGHTS

DOGGIE STATIONS

DIRECTIONAL/
DISTANCE SIGNS

DRINKING WATER 
FOUNTAINS

PICNIC AREAS

INTERPRETIVE SIGNS

OTHER (connections 
to other trails, horse 

trailer parking, 
hitching rails, nothing)

69

67

67

48

31

28

27

23

16

11

7

4

If a trail was built between Fort St. John and Charlie Lake, what amenities do participants 
believe are the most important to have along it?

What are key concerns participants have about a trail between Fort St. John and Charlie Lake?

COSTS

 ■ Cost to build
 ■ Costs to maintain, especially in 

winter
 ■ Being able to secure funding 

for a high quality trail

USERS

 ■ Litter and garbage, dog waste
 ■ Vandalism
 ■ Conflicts with motorized and 

non-motorized users
 ■ Off-leash pet issues
 ■ Misuse / failure to follow trail 

etiquette rules
 ■ Lack of monitoring and 

enforcement

SAFETY

 ■ Safety from vehicles 
(especially if the trail is near 
the highway and where the 
trail crosses busy roads)

 ■ Wildlife encounters
 ■ Feeling of safety from human 

threats
 ■ Inadequate trail width to 

accommodate different users
 ■ No lighting

ENVIRONMENTAL

 ■ Flooding
 ■ Terrain and steep grades
 ■ Potential environmental 

impacts

NEIGHBOURING IMPACTS

 ■ Private property impacts
 ■ Impacts to rural and quiet 

character of the countryside
 ■ Protection of agricultural 

operations (lands, livestock)
 ■ Non-support from neighbours 

limiting the opportunity to 
move forward

EXPERIENCE

 ■ Not enough amenities 
(e.g., washrooms, nearby 
businesses)

 ■ Unpleasant / unsafe if too 
close to the Alaska Hwy

 ■ Inability to use during all 
seasons (no snow removal)
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What other suggestions did people have for a trail between Fort St. John and Charlie Lake?

PROGRAMMING

 ■ Great opportunity for runs / marathons / race events

 ■ Partnership with SD60 students for project-based learning

 ■ Partnerships with organizations and groups to help maintain and 
manage the trail

 ■ Identify and promote economic opportunities

 ■ Develop programs on the trail for children and adults

ROUTING

 ■ Loop the trail around Charlie Lake (long-term)

 ■ Shorter loops for people who cannot travel the full distance
 ■ North of Alaska Hwy as this is where the majority of residential areas 

and neighbourhoods are located
 ■ Interesting and fun routing (not just a straight line)
 ■ Halfway point to turn around
 ■ Opportunities to get on/off at various locations
 ■ Preference for a route that is not adjacent to Alaska Hwy – to allow a 

better user experience, limit potential vehicle conflicts, etc.

USERS

 ■ Mixed input on users – comments both to limit trail to non-motorized 
uses (safety, peace) and to allow both motorized and non-motorized 
(increase activity)

 ■ Signage that indicates if dogs, horses, or bicycles are using the trail
 ■ Consideration for horses
 ■ Potential for sled dog racing in the winter

MAINTENANCE / MANAGEMENT

 ■ Early consideration of the equipment / maintenance required for the 
route.

 ■ Winter maintenance – snow clearing to support ongoing trail use or 
grooming for skiing or snowshoeing

 ■ Emergency access
 ■ Security patrol
 ■ Emergency phones / signals, instructions for what to do in an 

emergency

 ■ Fundraising through a legacy fund (e.g., where patrons buy bricks or 
plaques to have along the route in memory of loved ones)

Look for opportunities to include trail that 
isn't right beside the highway (e.g. a direct 
route option that is close to the highway 
and a scenic route that can also provide 
walking/biking access to Beatton Provincial 
Park). Don't stop in Charlie Lake; keep 
expanding up the highway and into other 
communities.

I love the trail systems in FSJ and am 
excited at the idea that they could be 
expanding. It would be nice if it didn’t 
run along the highway and was more in 
nature. I don’t know if there are landmarks 
or natural features that would be nice to 
highlight but if there were that would be a 
recommendation.

My main recommendation would be to 
succession plan for the future! Look into 
funding to maintain any equipment that you 
put in there and maintaining the general 
upkeep. Maybe a partnership of some kind 
with the City of Fort St John Community 
Services to engage the public with their 
annual walking challenges. I would look into 
policies and procedures for organizations 
and groups that want to host special events 
in the way of walks/runs as this trail would 
be a great candidate for that, however 
having an income to manage that would be 
able to go back into maintaining the trail 
system. Legacy funding similar to what 
the Rotary did for the Spray Park where 
patrons can buy bricks/plaques/etc to have 
along the route in memory of their loved 
ones. Partnerships with SD60 students to 
engage the trail system with project based 
learning; which could also result in some 
annual maintenance and clean up of the 
trails.
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DESIGN & AMENITIES

 ■ Accessibility
 ■ Yellow centre line to help manage traffic
 ■ Spaces where vendors and food trucks could set up during the 

summer
 ■ Fun learning component (e.g., solar system walk in Fort St. John – 

could do something similar with world cities)
 ■ Accessible grades
 ■ Mixed input on gravel or paved – gravel to limit cost and for softer 

surface; asphalt for smooth surface and maintenance
 ■ Lighting for safety
 ■ Weather shelters
 ■ Signs that people must slow down when passing others
 ■ Sufficient width for varied user groups
 ■ Trees and shade
 ■ Group picnic shelter
 ■ Coordinated waste stations with separated waste streams
 ■ Bike tune-up station
 ■ Potential for parallel routes – one lane for walking; one for biking
 ■ Kilometer markers
 ■ A watering station along the way – for people, dogs, horses, etc.
 ■ Fun facts and maps
 ■ Improved picnic area at the Charlie Lake boat launch
 ■ Changing art or interpretive programs to attract people
 ■ Pump track for kids

GENERAL

 ■ While it would be great to have a full amenity trail (e.g., paved, 
washrooms), focus on getting something built as soon as possible

Trails MUST have lots of trees, shield in 
parts from wind, be interesting and fun 
to use (not just a straight line = boring), 
Doesn’t have to be paved.

Have a centre yellow line. The solar 
system signs are really good, could there 
be something similar? Sign markers 
to represent real world distances like 
countries, example: Today we’ll ride to 
England, but tomorrow we’ll ride all the 
way to Beijing.

The trail must be north of the Alaska 
Highway. All residential living in Fort St. 
John is north of the Alaska Highway, and 
the main destination near the Charlie Lake 
Boat Launch / Rotary RV Park / memorial 
monument / Jackfish Pub is north of 
the Alaska Highway. The trail shouldn’t 
traverse extreme grades because then 
it begins to restrict users. It also should 
not be adjacent to the Alaska Highway 
because it is uncomfortable to be near. 
Highways were built along rivers for their 
steady grades; this trail should be built 
along Fish Creek for its steady grades 
and pleasant environment separated from 
vehicle traffic. The most used trail in Fort 
St. John is in the northwest corner because 
it is located among trees and separated 
from cars. Winter maintenance is also 
important. Simple snow clearing efforts, 
part of an annual maintenance budget, 
will go a long way to encouraging use in 
the winter season. Think of the economic 
opportunities too! Tourists could link 
between Charlie Lake and FSJ!

See Appendix C for all 
submitted questionnaire 

comments.
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DAWSON CREEK TO POUCE COUPE

What is the main experience participants would like to have on a new trail connecting 
Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe?

A LEISURELY WALK OR RIDE

A ROUTE WITH PLACES TO STOP (E.G., TO 
EAT, SHOP, PLAY, VIEW SOMETHING)

A FAST/DIRECT ROUTE TO MY DESTINATION

57 (79.17%)

8 (11.1%)

7 (9.7%)

PARKS, GREEN SPACE, AND NATURE

LINKAGES TO OTHER TRAILS

TOURISM DESTINATIONS OR 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERPRETATION

RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBOURHOODS

SHOPPING, DINING, AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT

SCHOOLS

68

56

32

9

2

What are the types of places participants think should be prioritized along this route?

2

3

Where do participants suggest the trail start and finish?

IN DAWSON CREEK

 ■ Dawson Trail
 ■ Encana Events Centre
 ■ Dawson Mall
 ■ Leoppky Park

IN POUCE COUPE

 ■ Pouce Coupe Elementary
 ■ Museum / Info Centre / Downtown
 ■ Pouce Park
 ■ Pouce River
 ■ Railway Trestle

Input suggests that participants are seeking a trail from 
Dawson Creek to Pouce Coupe that provides opportunities for 
recreation and leisure, rather than direct transportation.
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What special places or points of interest do participants think the trail might incorporate 

along the way?

 ■ Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre, Dawson Creek
 ■ Kin Park, Dawson Creek
 ■ Exhibition Park, Dawson Creek
 ■ Dawson Trail
 ■ Lakota Riding Centre, Dawson Creek
 ■ Encana Events Centre, Dawson Creek
 ■ Tremblay Park & Trail, Dawson Creek
 ■ Dawson Creek (waterway)
 ■ Dawson Creek Legion
 ■ Dawson Creek Rodeo
 ■ Walmart, Dawson Creek
 ■ Northern Lights College, Dawson Creek

 ■ Airport
 ■ Bisette March (Ducks Unlimited)
 ■ Train Trestle near Snakepit Road
 ■ Pouce Coupe Ball Diamonds & Elementary School
 ■ Pouce Coupe Village Museum
 ■ Pouce Hotel
 ■ Pouce Park
 ■ Train Trestle outside Pouce Coupe
 ■ Metal Sculptures at Pouce Coupe entrance
 ■ Pouce River
 ■ Bear Mountain
 ■ Windmills near Bear Mountain

If a trail was built between Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe, what trail activities would 

participants like to do on it?

WALK

BICYCLE (FOR LEISURE)

WALK A DOG

RUN OR JOG

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI

RIDE A HORSE

SNOWSHOE

BICYCLE (FOR TRANSPORTATION)

RIDE AN ATV/MOTORBIKE

USE A WHEELCHAIR/MOBILITY SCOOTER

SKATEBOARD/ROLLERBLADE

SNOWMOBILE

OTHER  
(drive a horse, attend special events, walk 

with children)

55

48

43

38

21

17

17

16

6

5

5

5

4
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1.6%

6.1%

1.7%

1.6%

15.2%

1.7%

3.2%

4.8%

25.8%

10.0%

6.7%

6.5%

3.2%

36.4%

31.7%

11.7%

22.6%

90.3%

16.7%

55.0%

81.7%

66.1%

4 or More Days a Week 2-3 Days a Week Once a Week Once a Month Never

4.9%

13.2%

4.8%

1.6%

3.2%

3.3%

20.6%

6.5%

1.6%

4.8%

4.9%

38.2%

24.2%

3.3%

11.1%

3.3%

26.5%

30.6%

14.8%

22.2%

83.6%

1.5%

33.9%

78.7%

58.7%

4 or More Days a Week 2-3 Days a Week Once a Week Once a Month Never

If a trail was built between Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe, how often do participants 
believe they would use it to walk or bike for the following reasons?

TO GO TO WORK OR 
SCHOOL

FOR PLEASURE OR 
EXERCISE

TO GO TO AN ACTIVITY 
(E.G., SPORT OR CLUB) 

OR AN EVENT

TO GO SHOPPING

TO VISIT FRIENDS AND 
RELATIVES

IN SUMMER (May to September)

TO GO TO WORK OR 
SCHOOL

FOR PLEASURE OR 
EXERCISE

TO GO TO AN ACTIVITY 
(E.G., SPORT OR CLUB) 

OR AN EVENT

TO GO SHOPPING

TO VISIT FRIENDS AND 
RELATIVES

IN WINTER (October to April)

Based on participant feedback, a trail between Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe would be primarily used for 
pleasure and exercise, along with some regular use during the summer months to attend activities or events. 
Participants suggested they would use at trail infrequently or never to travel to school or work, go shopping, or 
visit relatives and friends. Input suggests use would decrease in winter, although still a substantial number of 
people (over 80%) would consider using the trail for pleasure or exercise during the winter months.

This input suggests that creating a route that is interesting and fun will be a priority in order to attract recreational 
users. If a trail is developed, alternate uses (e.g., commuting for work and school) may increase over time as 
people identify new opportunities to incorporate trail use into their daily lives. 
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If a trail was built between Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe, what amenities do participants 
believe are the most important to have along it?

WASTE CONTAINERS

BENCHES

WASHROOMS

PARKING AT TRAIL 
ACCESS POINTS

DOGGIE STATIONS

LIGHTS

DIRECTIONAL/
DISTANCE SIGNS

TRAILS MAPS

DRINKING WATER 
FOUNTAINS

PICNIC AREAS

INTERPRETIVE SIGNS

OTHER  
(emergency phones, 

accessibility)

39

36

27

23

16

15

15

14

6

5

4

3

What are key concerns participants have about a trail between Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe?

COSTS

 ■ Cost to develop
 ■ That trail development will 

defer other regional priorities
 ■ That it will not be completed
 ■ Not enough use
 ■ Upkeep and maintenance

USERS

 ■ Conflicts between uses (both 
motorized and non-motorized)

 ■ Discourteous users impacting 
other users

 ■ Design speeds – places where 
cyclists can travel at higher 
speeds

SAFETY

 ■ Conflicts with vehicle traffic
 ■ User safety (notably in unlit 

and rural areas)
 ■ Dangerous people in secluded 

places
 ■ Vandalism
 ■ Not enough help nearby
 ■ Need for security patrols
 ■ Litter

ENVIRONMENTAL

 ■ Potential flooding

NEIGHBOURING IMPACTS

 ■ Parties, drugs, and other 
unauthorized uses

 ■ Personal property impacts
 ■ Impacts on quiet rural area
 ■ Criminal access to private 

properties

EXPERIENCE

 ■ Accessibility
 ■ Insufficient maintenance 

leading to degradation
 ■ Winter access / snow removal
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What other suggestions did people have for a trail between Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe?

I’d love to see a trail that has multiple 
trails coming off it. We recently moved 
here and I’ve lived in a lot of communities, 
this area has the saddest trail options. I 
can’t find a trail map here to save my life 
because there are no trails. I’d like a long 
trail away from roads. Would be nice if it 
was decently wide so 2 dogs leashed can 
pass with minimal contact. Maps offering 
information on other trails if there are any 
would be great! And some advertising for 
the trails would be smart. I checked the 
tourist centers and there aren’t even maps 
there. Really hard being a trail runner in 
this area. It’s nice to see some effort being 
put into changing this!

ROUTING

 ■ Multiple routes and connections

 ■ Long trail away from major roads

 ■ Consider following creeks and treed areas as much as possible

 ■ Consider using old railway for sections

 ■ Potential future extension to Swan Lake

 ■ Ensure strong connection to Dawson Trail

 ■ Select a route that is scenic and interesting to residents and tourists

 ■ Consider connection to old Tremblay Trail

 ■ Incorporate Bisette Marsh (Ducks Unlimited)

DESIGN & AMENITIES

 ■ Sufficient width for users to comfortably share and pass on the trail 

 ■ Incorporation of or views to the old train trestles

 ■ Lane identification (centre line, user icons)

 ■ Mixed input on surface materials – packed gravel or paving

 ■ Emergency phones
 ■ Signs that people must slow down when passing others
 ■ Playground on the route
 ■ Signage with directions and distances, historic information
 ■ Picnic spots

 ■ Engage the college to build benches

MAINTENANCE

 ■ Regular security / emergency checks
 ■ Snow clearing to allow winter use

USERS

 ■ Potential to be well used by people without a car (e.g., teenagers)
 ■ Signage that indicates if dogs, horses, or bicycles are using the trail
 ■ Mixed feedback on horse and motorized vehicle uses
 ■ Potential for sled dog racing in the winter

GENERAL

 ■ Maps and information about trails should be available
 ■ Advertising to promote visits to the trail

Fully connect to Dawson Trail system 
allowing full access from Rotary Lake to 
Pouce Coupe.

Making use of the slough between Dawson 
and Pouce Coupe for nature watching 
would be nice if it’s even possible. Placing 
a children’s playground somewhere along it 
would also break up the trip for younger 
ones.

Making sure the trail is accessible for all 
and maintained so that everyone can enjoy 
it year round. Season appropriate trail 
activities (run/walk events in the summer 
and snowshoe/cross country skiing in the 
winter).

See Appendix C for all 
submitted questionnaire 

comments.
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SUGGESTED TRAIL PRECEDENTS

 ■ Squamish, BC trails

 ■ Garrison Crossing, Chilliwack, BC

 ■ Calgary, AB trail system (Bow River, etc.)

 ■ Sunshine Coast, BC trails

 ■ Kettle Valley Trail System, Okanagan, BC

 ■ Tumbler Ridge, BC trails

 ■ Dawson Trail, Dawson Creek, BC

 ■ Fish Creek Trails, Fort St. John, BC

 ■ Beatton Trails, Charlie Lake, BC

 ■ Victoria, BC trails (Galloping Goose, etc.)

 ■ Bypass Trail, Fort St. John, BC

 ■ Red Deer, AB trail network

 ■ Stanley Park, Vancouver, BC

 ■ Nanaimo, BC trails (Parkway Trail, etc.)

 ■ Gull Lake to Bentley, AB

 ■ Log Train Trail, Port Alberni, BC

 ■ Wascana Lake Trails, Regina, SK

 ■ Prince George, BC trails

 ■ Grande Prairie, AB trails (Evergreen Park, 
Muskoseepi Park, Bear Creek)

 ■ Medicine Hat, AB trails

 ■ Whistler, BC trails

 ■ Top Bridge Park, Parksville, BC

 ■ Radar Lake Trail, Bear Mountain, BC

 ■ Tumbler Ridge, BC trails (Monkman Lake, 
Teepee Falls, Quality Falls, Kinuso Falls)

 ■ Mission Creek Trail, Kelowna, BC

 ■ Fernie, BC trails

 ■ Edmonton River Valley Trails, AB

 ■ Adams Lake to Shuswap Lake Trail, BC

 ■ Montreal, QC waterfront trails

 ■ Trail, BC trails

 ■ Nelson, BC trails

 ■ Capilano River Trail & Inter-River Park, North 
Vancouver, BC

 ■ Fort Langley, BC trails

 ■ Aldergrove Regional Park trails, BC

 ■ Campbell River Regional Park, Langley, BC

 ■ Saskatoon, SK trails

 ■ Salmo to Nelson railway trail, BC

 ■ Minnikhada Regional Park, Coquitlam, BC

 ■ Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, Delta, BC

 ■ Whitehorse, NWT trails

 ■ UBC Vancouver trails

 ■ East Coast Trail, NF

 ■ Comox, BC trails

 ■ West Kelowna, BC trails

 ■ 108 Mile Resort, 100 Mile House, BC

 ■ Sherwood Park, AB trails

 ■ Taylor Golf Course, BC trails

 ■ Portland, OR trails

 ■ Manhattan Greenway, NY

 ■ Lindsay, ON trails (Victoria Rail Trail, Trans 
Canada Trail)

 ■ Muskoka, ON trails

 ■ Spring Lake Equestrian Trails, Valhalla, AB

 ■ Cariboo trails, Hythe, AB

 ■ Banff to Lake Louise Trail, AB

 ■ Bryce Canyon, UT

 ■ Vedder Trail, Chilliwack, BC

 ■ Grand Haven, BC trail

 ■ Ireland walking paths

 ■ Campbell River, BC Seawalk

 ■ Glenbow Provincial Park, Cochrane,AB

GENERAL COMMENTS
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CLOSING COMMENTS

 ■ Strong support for increasing accessibility and 
options for exercise and activity.

 ■ Desire to see trail development move forward as 
quickly as possible.

 ■ Paving and other amenities like furnishings may 
not be necessary at first (could be phased), to 
help manage speed and cost of trail development.

 ■ Laning should be a design consideration to help 
faster and slower users share the trail.

 ■ Long-term and economic benefits should be 
key considerations for moving forward (helping 
to overcome short-term challenges). Benefits 
include safe opportunities for activity, more active 
lifestyles, tourism, and community livability.

 ■ This could be a key part of a larger initiative to 
provide more trails throughout the region in the 
future (e.g., connections to Bear Mountain, other 
Charlie Lake destinations, Fort St. John Airport, 
Swan Lake, etc.)

 ■ Seek opportunities for fundraising and volunteers 
to help advance the initiatives.

 ■ Maintenance and safety will need to be key 
considerations.

 ■ Accessibility should be a key consideration.
 ■ Other trail priorities may warrant consideration 

(e.g., Fort St. John to Airport).
 ■ Concerns about motorized recreation use.
 ■ Preferences for access to nature and trails away 

from busy roads.
 ■ A route that accommodates horses would be an 

asset.
 ■ Concern about impacts to rural areas.

I cannot stress enough how important that this project is to 
improving the overall experience of living in this area. Many BC 
areas have developed some great trail systems and are now enjoying 
the economic and health benefits for all. Connecting young people 
to their natural environment as well as encouraging an active 
lifestyle benefits everyone. In order to minimize the motorized 
conflict, I think that it would be great to officially recognize and 
sign some of the ATV trails that see lots of use in the area too such 
as the Mud Creek area near Big Bam, the Beatton River Valley area 
so that they can be maintained and also to monitor to ensure no 
excessive damage is being done to creeks, etc. during wet weather. 
As a side note, it would still be great to see the portion of Cactus 
Loop Trails that are not on private land officially recognized as well 
since they already exist and are purpose built for mountain biking.

This is a great starting point. Let's get something started that is 
affordable and build it up from there. Items like signage, benches, 
picnic areas etc. are a great place for “donations.” The general 
pathway location and approval from land owners should be the 
main focus. A path can be used in its natural state for years, if that is 
what is affordable and finishes and fixtures added as budget allows.

Hurry up and build it!

Though I may not use it often, I think it’s a great idea and I’m 
sure lots will. Especially for biking and cross-country skiing or 
snowshoeing.

No connection to the city please.

I’m sure that the whole community would fund raise and local area 
businesses would get on board. So many outdoor people in our 
area.
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Public input emphasizes that trails 
between Fort St. John and Charlie 
Lake and between Dawson Creek 
and Pouce Coupe should provide 
a high-quality experience that 
appeals to both residents and 
visitors. Today the community 
sees these trails playing a strong 
role for recreation and physical 
activity. While there are a number 
of concerns that need to be 
considered as trails planning is 
advanced, there is also support 
and a wealth of good ideas that 
would help advance these ideas to 
reality. 

5 | NEXT STEPS
The input received during this first round of engagement will be used 
during Phase 2 of the Connecting Communities Study. Upcoming next 
steps in the process include:

 ■ The project team will undertake further research on the areas, 
precedents, and best practices to continue building a trails planning 
framework.

 ■ The Project team will develop potential trail route options.
 ■ Input will continue to be gathered on specific topics or outstanding 

questions to supplement information compiled to date.
 ■ Further input and ideas will continue to be welcomed via email or 

phone call.
 ■ Preliminary options will be summarized and shared with community 

members in fall 2018 for review, refinement, and discussions on 
preferences and priorities.

 ■ Updates will continue to be posted to the project webpage:  
www.prrd.bc.ca/engage/connecting-communities
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QUESTION 1: What experience do you want to have on the trail?  
In the summer? In the winter?

Personal Responses

 ■ Meeting new people, being able to use a 
wheelchair on the trail, places to stop for a picnic 
lunch.

 ■ Peaceful, safe, enjoyable, picturesque. In summer 
– walking, bicycle, jogging. In winter – walking.

 ■ Walking, biking, skiing.
 ■ Summer – walk, bicycle. Winter – cross country 

ski, snowmobile.
 ■ Walking, biking, cross-country skiing.
 ■ Lots of room, year-round maintenance.
 ■ Safe trail wide enough for walkers and bikes 

passing. In winter, same thing.
 ■ Bike, run, walk, walk dog both in summer and 

winter.
 ■ None in the creek, stay high for the view.
 ■ Summer walking/biking/wildlife viewing 

(including bird watching), horseback riding. 
Winter walking, cross-country skiing, wildlife 
viewing, horseback riding.

 ■ Mountain biking in summer, skiing and 
snowshoeing in winter.

 ■ Summer – trail to be used by multiple outdoor 
clubs in the region – bike club, ATV, horse club, 
etc. Winter – cross country skiing, snowmobile, 
snowshoe.

 ■ I would like something that would take you away 
from the noise of traffic, etc.

 ■ I want to be connected with nature, see foxes, 
owls, etc. Something to do after work with my 
family. Trails for skiing in the winter.

 ■ Biking, walking, skiing, snowshoeing.
 ■ Summer – hiking, biking, walking, backpack 

(overnight). Winter – hiking, snowshoe, cross-
country ski/split board. Walking connection 
from Charlie Lake to Beatton Park to allow for 
backpacking trip.

 ■ Summer – leisurely bike ride. Winter – walking the 
dog.

 ■ A family-oriented connection away from the main 
roads with nature experiences. In the summer 
– biking, hiking, running. In winter – walking, 
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing.

 ■ I want to have time mostly away from motorized 
vehicles. I want to enjoy nature and peacefulness 
with my family.

 ■ I want the trail to be an adventure, not an 
open path through wide open spaces. It should 
have snow on it for winter sports/modes of 
transportation.

 ■ Summer – biking (mountain and paved road), 
walking, safety for kids. Winter – cross-country 
skiing (skate), snowmobiling (connection to the 
lake), snowshoeing

 ■ I want the trail to be family-oriented, or 
single-user safe. I like an open path, firm 
surface (not necessarily paved, but accessible-
friendly). No motorized users if trail is not built 
to accommodate both. Make seasonal? No 
motorized in summer, motorized through winter?

 ■ Getting out in the community and going for nice 
walks.

 ■ I would like to be able to take my family on a 
leisurely ride between the communities, summer 
and winter.

 ■ Summer – nice maintained trail for walking, 
running, bicycles, away from highway. Winter 
– groomed trail for snowmobiles and skiing/
snowshoes.

 ■ A place to hike, walk – encourage people to walk/
run a further distance, different start/stop points 
for different abilities.

 ■ Quiet! (not next to Alaska Hwy). Ski trail (cross-
country). Bike Lane! Connections to other trails in 
City and in Charlie Lake.

APPEND IX  A
FORT ST. JOHN WORKSHOP -  
USER EXPERIENCE COMMENT FORMS
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 ■ Connection to regional sites – lakes, parks, views, 
playgrounds, ski trails, schools, stores, and part of 
active transportation network. Ability to use trails 
all year and at night (visibility and light). Multi-use 
by many groups (snowshoers, horseback riders, 
cyclists, runners, skiers, etc.)

 ■ Commercial opportunities along the way – bike 
repair, coffee shops, hot chocolate stand (winter), 
ice cream stand (summer).

 ■ Summer – walking, biking, commuting, safely walk 
with children. Winter – same as above.

 ■ Ability to run or ride on interesting areas 
(protected, in the trees). I like single track 
opportunities (not paved, not graveled, but 
instead of a single track Beatton trail). Unpaved, 
unpacked trails are easier on joints, cheaper to 
build and operate, more interesting.

 ■ Summer – walking, rollerblading, cycling. Winter – 
walking, cross-country skiing.

 ■ To be able to use the trails by walking/running, 
biking, horseback, etc.

 ■ Summer - space for biking and running, dogs. 
Winter - walking, snowshoeing. Connect 
communities for commuting to work.

 ■ Safe, quiet walk or bike ride. Quiet, well-lit, and 
well maintained trails.

 ■ I bike during the summer with my children. Winter 
not really used by me.

 ■ Summer – walk, run, bike, rollerblade. Winter – 
walk, cross-country ski.

 ■ Biking, hiking/walking in the summer. Maybe 
snowshoeing or cross-country skiing in the winter.

 ■ Biking, hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing 
in a natural environment away from traffic and 
noise. Socializing with other users.

Secret Identity Responses*

 ■ Peace and quiet, leashed dog walking, benches to 
rest/shelters, wide trails, doggie bag stations, and 
garbage cans.

 ■ In winter, possibly warming huts when trails are 
greater distances than they currently are (example 
FSJ to Charlie Lake and DC to PC). Doggie bags 
along trail (poop).

 ■ She wants to travel distances to see scenic views 
and wildlife away from traffic.

 ■ Summer – cycling, quiet. Winter – cycling, snow 
removal, lighting.

 ■ Easy access to trails, areas to ride away from the 
traffic, wider trails, signs to mark that horses have 
priority to ALL.

 ■ Run, cross-country skiing, ATV riding.
 ■ Being able to exercise with pet beside (walk, ride, 

etc.) Place for off-leash dog park.
 ■ Rural experience, historic.
 ■ Wants to enjoy the trails for walking in the 

summer and skis and snowshoes in the winter. 
Likes to go for a long walk and meet up at a pub 
for dinner.

 ■ Tourist / historical experience, possibly 
agricultural and educational. Could want to rent 
a bike, maybe an electric bike. The visitor centre 
at the Pomeroy Sports Centre could be a good 
starting point.

 ■ Pleasure, safety.
 ■ Quiet, serene walking or biking – scenery away 

from traffic.
 ■ Quiet, safe for running while wearing 

headphones, no bikes.
 ■ Biking and walking combined – i.e., like Calgary 

system with rules like mandatory bells for bikes, 
lines down the middle of the trail, etc. Year-round 
cycling.

 ■ Tse’KWa Caves visit, ability to snowshoe/cross-
country ski, tea/beer house.

 ■ Stay up high for the view.
 ■ I want to ride out to Charlie Lake with my friends 

on our snowmobiles / dirt bikes.
 ■ Safety for children.
 ■ Safe experience and enjoyable. Enough rest and 

warm up facilities.

*Note: Secret Identity responses are based on an assigned 
fictional character and may not be reflective of actual 
participant opinions or values.

 ■ Running, training individually and in a group. 
Hosting fundraising runs.

 ■ Walking in larger groups including children of 
different ages.
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 ■ A safe place for the children to roam, run, and be 
kids. Not have to worry as much about danger.

 ■ He wants the trail to be quiet, garbage, and 
vandalism free.

 ■ They want to rent equipment to guests – in 
summer walk, bike and in winter – walk, 
snowshoe, cross-country ski.

 ■ Walking, biking for his family. ATV if possible.
 ■ An opportunity to take her students on a safe trail 

and be able to show them nature.
 ■ Peter wants the trails quiet and with as few 

people as possible on them. In the summer 
walking after work. Winter walking his dog.

 ■ Easy accessibility – to work, recreation activities, 
meeting up with friends. Lots of on/off points. 
Bike storage/parking/securing.

 ■ I want the trail system to be a regional feature 
that I can promote to visitors in our B&B. My 
partner wants to lead art walks on the trails.

 ■ Access to fields for farmhands, safety for cattle 
herd.

 ■ Safety, long distance skiing, riding ATV on 
designated trails, running not on pavement 
because of age and difficulty with knees.

QUESTION 2: How do you see the experience you want to have 
potentially conflicting with other users?

 ■ Wants to be able to enjoy traveling on the 
trail with family, year round, teaching them 
responsible riding etiquette and sharing with all 
users. Not scared to educate others on proper 
riding etiquette.

 ■ Horse stable access – near a stable.
 ■ They want to have an avenue to enjoy some 

outdoor physical activities with friends.
 ■ Summer – wider trails for walkers to have more 

room, level terrain, all animals/pets on a leash, no 
motorized vehicles. Winter – snow cleared for all 
season use, no motorized vehicles.

 ■ He wants to go sledding but has found lots of 
other places to go sledding so he doesn’t need 
to use the trail. He can rip along the easement 
beside the Alaska Highway. He will cycle along the 
trails in summer then he gets a fat-tired bike for 
winter use and sells his sled.

 ■ He wants his farm hands to be able to use the trail 
to safely commute to his farm all times of day.

 ■ Staging area/event space for start/finish with 
music/lights/stage/power/food trucks/first aid 
post/medic/finish board.

Personal Responses

 ■ Not enough space on the trail for all users. 
The surfacing not being what all users require. 
Motorized vehicles.

 ■ Children, pets, runners, large groups, people 
in a hurry – usage is transportation only, not a 
leisure time. Anyone wanting to use an ATV and 
motorized bike etc.

 ■ Not if done right (has been done elsewhere).
 ■ Snowmobile – issue of safety, noise, off trail 

usage. Trail maintenance. Landowner privacy, 
garbage, pet control.

 ■ Some cyclists ride very fast, conflict with 
pedestrians.

 ■ None.
 ■ People trying to “own” the trail and not keeping 

to the right. Trail etiquette.
 ■ None.
 ■ There should be no people in the creek.
 ■ Some people may want to use the trail to 

snowmobile/ATV/dirt bike. Personal safety on 
isolated stretches of trail.

 ■ ATVs and dirt bikes and side-by-sides.
 ■ Multiple groups with different interests not willing 

to share or sacrifice time with other users.
 ■ Motorized use would be a conflict.
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 ■ Potential conflicts with bikes, animals.
 ■ Off road vehicles, mountain bikes, dogs.
 ■ Lack of space on trail for passing. Walking/

snowshoes couldn’t go on ski trails.
 ■ Summer – other bikes, rollerbladers, kids. Winter 

– other dogs.
 ■ Bikes go fast, people don’t know to stay to the 

right. Dog walkers run their leashes across the 
trail to trip cyclists. Dogs, the biggest conflict will 
be dogs.

 ■ Motorized users exist in the region and also 
want trails. They need to be accommodated/
incorporated somehow, but I don’t think they 
should be able to access the whole trail network.

 ■ Some users may want the trail to be in open areas 
for safety.

 ■ Cyclists and walkers, mountain biking (jumps, 
etc.), and walkers, motorized vs. non-motorized.

 ■ As I’m not certain what the full intent is, I see 
me not wanting quads/side-by-sides/motocross/
sleds/bikes on the trails being a road block to 
those users in summer months. In winter, go for it 
as there are significantly less  users.

 ■ Other people might bike and I could accidentally 
get in their way.

 ■ People walking may dislike others riding on the 
trail.

 ■ Winter – patrolling in the winter for proper use 
and speed and courtesy. Snowmobiles vs. ski/
snowshoe/joggers. Summer – walking/running 
vs. cyclists. All season – users deviating from 
designated trail.

 ■ No motorized bikes or vehicles – have a separate 
route. Wide enough for bicycles and walkers. 
Bikes on left/walking on right.

 ■ Snowmobiles and quads – conflicts with self-
propelled users. Horseback riders should have 
space too, although not paved.

 ■ Some users may not want to use the trails with 
motorized vehicles (ATV, snowmobile, truck, 
moped) and these users should be separated from 
human powered (or horses) transportation for 
safety reasons due to differences in speed.

 ■ Give room for motorized (ATV/Sled/Side-by-side) 
and walk/bike/cross-country ski.

 ■ Usage by motorized vehicles. Winter usage for 
cross-country ski/snowshoe.

 ■ A lot of people want pavement and wide open 
trails. But exposed trails cannot be used for most 
of the winter because of wind exposure.

 ■ Cycling and skiing are much faster than walking – 
would need lanes and/or two parallel trails. Loose 
dogs.

 ■ I do not see it being a conflict if everyone follows 
the rules of the path and are respectful.

 ■ Running/biking with dogs can require a lot of 
space – can conflict with walkers. Snowshoeing 
may not support cross-country skiing or ski-skate. 
Trail does not have to be paved initially.

 ■ No motorized vehicles allowed. Cross country 
paths just off trails. Separation where possible for 
bike path and walk path. Mandatory bike bell use.

 ■ I would not like to see any conflicts, but to have 
the potential of getting to know more people 
using the trails.

 ■ Everyone should learn to share. Wide enough. 
Certain areas should have “speed limits.”

 ■ Only one I can think of is if people try taking 
off-road vehicles on the trails. Also maybe 
snowshoeing isn’t compatible with skiing. Trail 
width adequate.

 ■ Private land owners may not want trails near their 
property. ATV riders may be upset if not allowed 
on trails.

Secret Identity Responses

 ■ Trail may be too narrow or too short to train for 
longer runs. Not enough parking for event runs.

 ■ Maybe the large groups will take up a large 
space, making it difficult for bikers to pass safely. 
Hopefully all the kids don’t litter.

 ■ Un-leashed dogs, narrow trail hard to pass 
“scary” Daisy (dog), ATVs would ruin peace, trails 
along roadways or close to neighbourhoods not 
peaceful.



33
CONNECTING COMMUNITIES REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY 
Community Input Summary - June / July 2018

APPENDIX A

 ■ Large dogs scare people, kids, need to be aware 
of others at all times. Even though you feel safe 
others that pass you may not.

 ■ Ingrid is riding an electric bike so she needs to be 
aware of others walking. Will like places to stop 
and rest with bike stands and benches at view 
points.

 ■ Snow removal for year-round cycling would 
impact skiing and snowshoeing.

 ■ Horses – manure, large animals, unpredictable.
 ■ ATVs and person powered activities don’t mix.
 ■ Dogs need to be kept under control and cannot 

take away from other peoples’ experiences! Dogs 
need to be kept on leash and very close to owner 
at all times if dog has tendency to rush up to 
people.

 ■ What constitutes a motorized vehicle?
 ■ That there are too many of them in the group 

taking up the trail for other users. Being retired 
that they will slow other users on the trail.

 ■ How will she get to start of trail from hotel (no 
vehicle)? Rent a vehicle?

 ■ Dog breed questionable – must be on leash.
 ■ No motorized equipment.
 ■ Cyclists want to use trail.
 ■ Lots of RCMP at site if by Creek route.
 ■ Wildlife, lack of signage.
 ■ I don’t understand why everyone thinks my 

friends and I are criminals just because we like 
to ride our sleds and dirt bikes. Don’t we count 
too? Developing the trail might mean we can’t go 
places to liked to go.

 ■ ATVs and dirt bikes and side-by-sides.
 ■ Being able to make it safe for all users, how 

to potentially divide trail or divide time up for 
various groups/activities.

 ■ It would be ideal to not have to worry about the 
kids wanting to pet unknown dogs, be in the way 
of people on bikes, jogging, etc.

 ■ None.

 ■ If the trail is wide enough, don’t foresee conflicts.
 ■ Keeping the kids in line so they do not interfere 

with other walkers, bikers, etc.
 ■ Multi-use.
 ■ Peter doesn’t want too many people, so he will 

want access restricted and as few people using 
the trail as possible.

 ■ Less tolerant of leisurely trail activities and more 
rural trail activities. Commuter cycling ≠ mountain 
biking. Little patience for motorized users (view as 
less environmentally conscious). 

 ■ I worry that the trail will not be well connected to 
other existing trails. More connections the better! 
There should be small green spaces attached to 
the trail with picnic tables.

 ■ Motorized vehicles may scare or harm farm 
animals. Trail users interfering with cattle/fields. 
Farmhands unable to access fields due to trail 
uses.

 ■ Some people don’t feel that motorized sports is 
the same as getting in touch with nature. Defeats 
the purpose of getting into nature if all you hear is 
quads and motorbikes.

 ■ Some people might be frightened by my horse or 
could be allergic.

 ■ They may not move at the speed other users do 
and being in large groups that might take up the 
trail at times.

 ■ Not multi-use friendly, pets and people conflicts, 
dogs wanting to chase cyclists.

 ■ Noisy ATV use, cross-country skiing on a walking 
trail.

 ■ He will totally annoy other non-motorized users 
as well as the adjacent landowners. Particularly 
if he goes sledding with all his redneck friends. 
In summer he will get on his bike and realize the 
incredible fun and adrenalin he gets from non-
motorized activity.

 ■ Casual users may not realize the need to clear the 
trail for people that are training.
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Personal Responses

 ■ Noise, privacy concerns, respect of users when 
near neighbours, garbage being left, vehicle noise.

 ■ Noise, privacy, access, usage, dogs, crossing roads.
 ■ Yes, anything imaginable.
 ■ Landowner privacy, garbage, pet control.
 ■ Litter, noise, fire hazard.
 ■ Yes, trespass, garbage, etc.
 ■ Yes – trash/noise/trespassing.
 ■ None.
 ■ Creek. The open trail will kill off waterfowl, deer, 

moose, foxes, and all wildlife. Humans do not mix 
with wildlife.

 ■ Property owners may fear trespass/vandalism or 
theft.

 ■ Yes. A lot of the land is owned.
 ■ Mess left by users, noise levels increased.
 ■ Depending on the route, some land owners would 

not like the potential of privacy loss due to the 
trails being adjacent. If some of the trail way to be 
broken up for industrial use.

 ■ Yes, but not many.
 ■ Trails through private land. Privacy. Conservation.
 ■ Garbage. People on land (not invited).
 ■ Not if everyone behaves themselves respecting 

property and privacy.
 ■ Some trail users will litter and trespass and their 

dogs will get landowners’ dogs barking.
 ■ Trash, animals (property owners with aggressive 

dogs), noise/dust, visuals, road safety.
 ■ I expect many routes are actually private land. 

Tree buffers should be maintained when passing 
homes. I don’t want to see homes and I expect 
they don’t want to see me.

 ■ Garbage, washrooms, noise, property safety/
security, privacy, dog “left overs”.

 ■ Noise, garbage, dogs and animal conflict, abuse of 
the trail, hours.

 ■ People might litter on the people's lawn who live 
beside it.

 ■ If it is not speed limited and enforced it could 
annoy the neighbours.

 ■ Possible resistance from land owners. Not in 
favour of multi-use. Abuse of trail.

 ■ Dogs, litter, parking, trespassers.
 ■ Loss of ditch on side roads. Width needed for 

trail wide enough for all users. Landowners being 
unfavourable to having a trail beside or through 
their land.

 ■ Increase in traffic adjacent to once quiet 
properties.

 ■ Fire! Especially through Clairmont. Dog poo. 
Moose conflict. 

 ■ Noise, garbage, vandalism (lights?).
 ■ If there is garbage or parking increases, there 

would be issues with adjacent landowners.
 ■ Dogs from adjacent properties on the loose. Areas 

of trail that were formerly used by motorized 
vehicles will then be used by motorized vehicles.

 ■ They may have a concern about garbage, too 
many people, privacy.

 ■ Noise, lighting, crossing the CN tracks safely.
 ■ Some property lines are snugged up too close 

to path. Noise, light, and garbage issues for 
neighbours of these.

 ■ Yes, it could be easy access for bad elements to 
use in vandalizing peoples’ homes.

 ■ Vehicle traffic (safety crossing roads), garbage 
(disposal, clean-up), noise (heavy truck traffic on 
the other hand pedestrian traffic in rural areas).

 ■ Just getting land owners to agree if the route 
crosses over or near their land. Privacy issues. 
Garbage.

 ■ People leaving trails and crossing land, garbage, 
noise, harassing livestock (dogs), parking and 
traffic to access trails.

QUESTION 3: Can you imagine any conflicts with adjacent 
neighbours or land uses along the route?
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Secret Identity Responses

 ■ Possible livestock or other dogs, large trucks/busy 
intersections.

 ■ Yes, dog droppings that aren’t picked up.
 ■ Minimal, proper signs.
 ■ Privacy, manure, garbage.
 ■ Loose dogs interfering with runners or skiers. 

Noise from ATVs bothering adjacent landowners.
 ■ Dog poop everywhere, barking dogs (landowner 

dogs parking at user dogs). Dogs running on 
peoples’ property.

 ■ No.
 ■ He doesn’t want trail users bothering or spooking 

his cattle, or trespassing on his land, or dogs 
getting onto his property.

 ■ None – get with my program.
 ■ Yep. Noise. Too much annoying noise. But he likes 

noise and doesn’t realize his activity is affecting 
others. Finally he grows up and sells the sled 
because gas got too expensive and he can’t afford 
to fix his sled. He loves his fat tired bike and 
realizes he can use it 12 months/year.

 ■ Noise.
 ■ Landowners, pets, or livestock disrupted by pets.
 ■ Garbage left might be one. Having pets unleashed 

might be another.
 ■ Noise, privacy.
 ■ Farming – history in the area (museum). 

Information centre to stop and read along the 
trail.

 ■ No, dog on leash, clean up after dog.

 ■ Intrusion on privacy.
 ■ No he’s focused on his training.
 ■ Yes, trespass, garbage, etc.
 ■ Some people trespass. “STOP”
 ■ Yes.
 ■ People might complain about the noise. Some 

jerks might mess it up for the rest of us by going 
on private land.

 ■ No. Sarah will respect the rules.
 ■ If the trail is being left in a mess and being used at 

all times of day (garbage cans, gate system).
 ■ Annoyance.
 ■ No.
 ■ Guests wandering off on private land for a picture.
 ■ Noise.
 ■ His main issue is going to be with people making 

noise and impacting his rest.
 ■ Dogs, families, motorized users ≠ environmentally 

conscious. Environmentally conscious user vs. less 
environmental conscious land uses and users.

 ■ I sure hope the trail is through nature and not in 
someone’s backyard or through industrial areas.

 ■ Trail users going through fields as short-cuts.
 ■ The noise and number of motorized users and 

proximity to their homes, business, animals, 
pastures.

 ■ My horse might go number 1 or 2 on the trail and 
I would not be able to clean it up so it would stink 
up the trail.

QUESTION 4: How could the trail be designed to minimize potential 
conflicts and maximize safety and enjoyment?

Personal Responses

 ■ Have lots of garbage cans, dog waste bags, water 
stations.

 ■ Multi-use – specialized lanes for activities that 
are different (i.e., bicycles vs. walk/run), frequent 
benches and garbage cans, beautiful scenery, and 
historical/environmental learning opportunities.

 ■ Don’t know, hope to find out here.

 ■ Control bylaws, policing, signage, garbage 
disposal, fencing.

 ■ Avoid landowners as much as possible.
 ■ Have paid staff to collect garbage, etc. Like the 

City has and year-round maintenance.
 ■ Lines painted on it like roads.
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 ■ Route design.
 ■ Go up high. Stay out of Fish Creek. Stay up top for 

a view. See beautiful mountains.
 ■ Trail fenced along segments adjacent to private 

land. Washrooms. Use of signs/public education 
to encourage respectful behaviour by trail users. 
Also encourage/support an ethic of “observe/
record/report” of incidents.

 ■ Put garbage cans in along trail.
 ■ Control users in some way – membership, gates.
 ■ Have the path isolated by tree lines or something 

similar.
 ■ Design the trail to be self-policed, with a small 

staff to take care of it. Lots of signs and warnings 
about potential conflicts. Game cams to monitor 
wildlife and people. Also have one high trail, one 
low trail. High trail for biker and skier, lower trail 
for hiker and snowshoer.

 ■ Multi-use, separate trails, barriers to keep vehicles 
off trail (large vehicles), accessibility.

 ■ Bench and garbage every 500 m or so, no 
motorized vehicles unless trail is huge and 
designated in areas. Trail paved from east bypass 
to Charlie Lake. Rest of trail dirt. Design trail on 
south side of creek to minimize wandering fences 
along houses. SAR has quad and snowmobile with 
rescue unit for patient extraction/removal. Posts 
at trail heads.

 ■ Wide enough and fences where needed.
 ■ Multi-use lanes – i.e., a lane for walkers and a 

lane for bikes. Dogs on a leash. Spur trails to give 
people places off the trail a place to stop and rest 
or whatever.

 ■ Ensure buffering (for noise and visuals). Provide 
the occasional bench/garbage/recycling/doggie-
waste bags along trail routes where appropriate. 
I think the users would prefer a more rural styled 
trail – builds off of the “urban” trail network 
in FSJ, the rural nature of the PRRD, and the 
popularity of Fish Creek Trails.

 ■ Wider trails at intersections to allow passing, 
tree buffers in inhabitated areas, lighting where 
appropriate, dog poop bags/garbage cans, 
washrooms, and half-way point.

 ■ Spurs going to trails for mountain biking area 
(jumps and obstacles). Mark certain segments of 
the trail for “specialty” activities but keep whole 
trail accessible for walkers/bikers. Speed limit for 
motorized area.

 ■ Parking at both ends, good buffering between 
homes and trails – leave some trees! Have some 
bathrooms at midpoint/strategic points. Leash 
laws/poop bags. Emergency lights/buttons/
phones? Hours for motorized uses?

 ■ They could put it on crown land so it’s not on/
beside other people’s property.

 ■ Make it wide enough for pleasant encounters for 
all users on the trail and monitor and enforce the 
rules.

 ■ Partnerships between various recreation 
organizations to have input and support. 
Organizations sit in round table talks with 
landowners vs. just government (Municipalities / 
Regional Districts). Washrooms. Lighting.

 ■ Pavement for areas close to the city and for 
disabilities. Gravel or natural trails for further 
distance. Litter barrels, designated parking, maybe 
trail cameras for discouraging trespassing.

 ■ Away from traffic as much as possible. Prohibit 
motorized use on trails.

 ■ Wide trails, places to stop and rest on the sides, 
visibility, no straight, steep downhills. Link trail 
types to areas where they’ll be used (i.e., shorter 
winding trails in parks and playgrounds, long, 
straight, smooth trails connecting main centres/
nodes).

 ■ Elevated trail for safety – separated pathways for 
horse, walk/ski, ATV/golf carts/dirt bike. Fencing 
to private property.

 ■ Wide! Marked for cycling/roller blading. Seating. 
Dog stations.

 ■ Think through parking areas.
 ■ Two parallel lanes. Posting (repeated along trail) 

or rules. Rules including use of which trail for 
which activities. All dogs on leashes. Pass on the 
left; notify others of your approach.

 ■ Make it wider, have the trail marked clearly for 
walkers, bikers, horses, etc.
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 ■ Screening trees along neighbourhoods. Narrow 
gates to restrict ATV, Snowmobile, Horse access 
(removable for emergency access). 

 ■ Follow existing green along roads and railways.
 ■ Potential lighting along all of trail, possibly 

emergency phones with minimal distances 
between them for 911 calls. Warming huts in 
winter.

 ■ Two lanes. Slow traffic keep right. Wide enough 
and clear enough to pass safely. Directional 
signage showing right-of-ways. Bikes need to have 
bells. Lights/high-vis recommended at night.

 ■ Follow existing features (creeks/tree lines) to 
minimize land disturbance. Will also make the trail 
less boring.

 ■ Lots of prior communication with stakeholders. 
Proper fencing and facilities. Lots of maintenance 
to keep everything in good order. Enough staff/
volunteers to maintain and educate users.

Secret Identity Responses

 ■ Signage and size to eliminate congestion. Facilities 
to change and fill water bottles, etc. Lots of 
parking.

 ■ Have the trail near to or reasonably accessible to 
the day care.

 ■ No motorized equipment. Lots of trees/privacy. 
Natural trail. Seating areas with shade. Water 
stations.

 ■ Using green space already being utilized, routes 
and right-of-ways.

 ■ Wider trail or dual trail – one cleared one for 
skiing.

 ■ Wider trails, clearly marked, with rules of the trail.
 ■ Locate ATV trails in town – make them known 

and accessible. Have rules about loose dogs, no 
motorized vehicles.

 ■ Ensure (police) dog behaviour. Some dogs should 
be allowed on trails, but badly behaved dogs need 
to stay at home.

 ■ Needs to be away from roads. Points of interest.
 ■ Enhanced fencing and warning signs against 

trespassing and informing users to keep away from 
cattle. Trails should only be on edge of property.

 ■ Make sure there are lots of areas to rest.
 ■ Good signage and posted rules for first time users. 

Time for routes and distances.
 ■ User awareness, signage?
 ■ Heavily treed, well signed, resting areas.
 ■ Make it wide and good view up and down the 

trail. Part of the Trans Canada Trail system.
 ■ Stay up high to see the views. Stay out of the 

creek. Go down the highway to Charlie Lake.
 ■ Maybe they could have parallel trails or make 

some places that are just meant for motorized 
sports.

 ■ Water along the way.
 ■ Dividing the trail, restricting what can be used on 

the trail, sufficient signage, trail width.
 ■ Have one higher trail and plant a shelter belt 

buffer zone.
 ■ Barriers for off-road vehicles.
 ■ Well signed.
 ■ Wide enough.
 ■ Keep it farther from houses. Dogs on leash, trash 

cans, dog pooper scoopers, lighting, trees to 
reduce noise transmission or hedges/fences.

 ■ Make it wide, make it quiet, make it connect. Keep 
it away from houses.

 ■ Fencing to protect fields/animals, signage, 
education through schools, keep trails near farms 
non-motorized.

 ■ Keep it away from homes, wide enough to be 
safe for multi-use. Signage with trail etiquette. Do 
public participation with affected stakeholders to 
make sure their concerns are addressed.

 ■ They could have different trails for different 
activities or have trail maintainers.

 ■ Have garbage cans and bathrooms along the trail 
and rules around leashes on pets.

 ■ Separate trails for cyclists. Leashed pets only. 
No extreme terrain (level hard surface). Rules 
patrolled by bylaw officer.

 ■ Different trails and areas.
 ■ Encourage people to do self propelled activities. 

Have enough space for cyclists and walkers. Two 
lanes. Pull-outs with benches, viewpoints, also 
allows others to pass.
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QUESTION 1: What experience do you want to have on the trail?  
In the summer? In the winter?

APPEND I X  B
DAWSON CREEK WORKSHOP -  
USER EXPERIENCE COMMENT FORMS

Personal Responses

 ■ A good walk in the sun. Maybe to a swim spot. 
Maybe to a few concession stands too. In the 
winter I don’t picture having that much desire 
to use in the winter, but if it was plowed and 
maintained, maybe. Maybe develop a swim spot 
or something.

 ■ I would like to be able to play disc golf along 
the trail in summer. In would not use the trail in 
winter.

 ■ In summer – hiking, walking, walk the dog, picnics. 
In winter – cross-country skiing, snowshoeing.

 ■ A nice quiet and enjoyable trail to use for a few 
hours of travel between Dawson Creek and Pouce. 
Prefer mountain bikes and running.

 ■ Snowshoe, cross-country ski, walking, running, 
dog walking, disc golf, interpretive or historical 
centre.

 ■ Back to nature experience, quiet, multi-user 
groups able to expand usership.

 ■ I would like to be able to ride an off-road bicycle 
in the summer and a fatbike in the winter, as well 
as snowshoe on the trail. Cycling and snowshoe 
would be ideal.

 ■ Bicycle ride, walking, running – summer. Fat bike, 
snowshoe, and cross-country ski (need different 
surfaces) – winter.

 ■ Summer – walking, running, stroller use, walker 
use. Winter – cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, 
walking, running.

 ■ Walking, biking, cross-country ski (?), disc golf, 
bird watching, picnic, walk into town have lunch 
and walk home.

 ■ To run. To be away from traffic.
 ■ Walking, jogging, or cycling only. Horseback.
 ■ I would want a walking experience in the summer.
 ■ Being outside, connect to nature and scenery.
 ■ Walk, bike.

Secret Identity Responses

 ■ Good spot to ATV and ride motorbikes. 
Snowmobile in the winter. I’d like to do some 
skiing as well, if that were somehow do-able.

 ■ He would like to see a triathlon route.
 ■ Summer – relaxing, strolls. Winter – ?
 ■ A safe and easy to use trail for walking his dog – a 

large Rotweiller and a chance for easy terrain to 
gain exercise to help recover from a heart attack. 
Some shaded, covered benches for hot weather 
or rain showers.

 ■ Walking club – trail meet-up. Ski or snowshoe club 
– stop in at Pouce for drink or bite to eat, then go 
home.

 ■ Easy and quick access to trailheads from stables at 
Encana Centre.

 ■ I want to have a peaceful trail with no motorized 
vehicles to increase stress or threaten the safety 
of me and my pets. I also want limited equestrian 
use where I walk my dog.

 ■ Summer – walking the dog (on leash), cycling.
 ■ In summer – groundwork appropriate for running/

walking. In winter – tracks set for cross-country 
skiing.

 ■ Biking in summer, snowmobile in winter.
 ■ Quiet and respectful.
 ■ He wants to run, cross-country ski, and ATV.
 ■ Cattle remain undistributed and safe, especially in 

spring. Machinery.
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QUESTION 2: How do you see the experience you want to have 
potentially conflicting with other users?

Personal Responses

 ■ I don’t. I guess maybe guys on bikes or ATVs or 
snowmobiles, but I’d assume they would not run 
me over.

 ■ If a disc golf course is properly designed there 
should be minimal conflicts with other users.

 ■ ATV users may wish to use the trail – safety issues. 
Parts need to be accessible for all – portions 
paved for wheelchairs or canes or walkers.

 ■ I can see cyclists and walkers/runners having 
issues if they don’t use the trails respectfully and 
courteously.

 ■ Disc golf – if along or close to the trail you have 
flying objects to be aware of. But, disc golf exists 
as an activity along many trails already and 
signage and awareness helps. 

 ■ Push back from land owners and motorized user 
groups.

 ■ I see conflicts between hikers and cyclists in the 
summer or with cyclists and horseback riders. In 
the winter, cross-country skiers could conflict with 
cycling, snowshoeing.

 ■ As long as there is no motorized use it is all 
manageable.

 ■ I could see having gravel vs. pavement being an 
issue. Pavement would allow for wheels (strollers, 
walkers, etc.). Gravel or crush would be fine for 
biking, would create issues in winter if snow 
plowing.

 ■ Motorized sports damaging trail. Garbage left on 
trail. Ruining ski trail in winter.

 ■ No motorization should be allowed – i.e., 
motorbikes, snowmobiles, ATVs. Walking, running, 
biking all OK.

 ■ Motorized units.
 ■ The conflict in my mind would be if motorized 

vehicles used the trail. It would disturb the 
ambiance as well as the noise factor.

 ■ I don’t see conflict – respect for all.
 ■ No motorized vehicles traveling over 30 km/hr. 

(quads, snowmobiles).

Secret Identity Responses

 ■ His hobbies (ATV, snowmobile) pose a potential 
danger to walkers and bike users.

 ■ I see very little opportunity for the swimming 
portion of a triathlon on this trail. However, 
swimmers could make use of the Ken Borek 
Aquatic Centre which the trail could run very near.

 ■ Too much noise for trails near existing residents. 
Can’t sleep when working night shift. Trail may 
bring vandalism to property and possible litter 
so maintenance would be increased. Traffic may 
increase.

 ■ The type of dog (rottweiler) could be scary to 
other users and so would need some stops along 
the way such as benches to park and rest with 
his dog to let groups of other users pass without 
confronting the dog.

 ■ Maybe the trail gets busy in the summer so a 
large walking group has to share the path with 
teenagers and bikes. Trail sharing across users 
groups.

 ■ Horses can be easily spooked, may conflict with 
cyclists.

 ■ It may be a nuisance to those with horses or small 
children when I walk with my dog. It will also be 
important for me to pick up after the dog.

 ■ Others upset with motorized vehicle noise. Kids 
going a bit wild and causing problems.

 ■ An older person slower than others and unsteady 
on the bike.

 ■ I believe the ATV-ing would conflict. It is also 
noisy\ and would disturb the bird population.

 ■ It is work and livelihood for farmers in the 
area – enjoyment for trail users. Very different 
investments.
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QUESTION 3: Can you imagine any conflicts with adjacent 
neighbours or land uses along the route?

Personal Responses

 ■ Out of the potential ways to develop around 
properties, I’d assume a trail emphasizing nature 
would be the one of the better ones. Some may 
not like the erosion of privacy, however, nor the 
change in the area.

 ■ Yes. No matter what you do there will be upset 
neighbours.

 ■ Private land owners may not want to see a trail. 
Crossing highways and creeks.

 ■ Possibly if there ends up being a lot of trash 
thrown on the ground.

 ■ Noise levels may be an issue. May not be used 
to having people walk by or along their private 
property.

 ■ Yes if there’s inadequate conversation with 
landowners.

 ■ I can see hunters or disrespectful individuals using 
the trail for access to land which might conflict 
with owners. Motorized vehicles and animals like 
dogs or horses may disturb landowners too.

 ■ Very little.
 ■ Yes, probably there might be discord. People 

(landowners) might feel that use of the trail might 
be a bit of an infringement on their privacy.

 ■ Garbage, noise potential from motorized vehicles.
 ■ Highway crossings.
 ■ Yes – trespassing, garbage, becomes an 

opportunity to leave the trail.
 ■ Possibly – especially if through the industrial 

areas.
 ■ Suggest garbage containers along the way. 

Garbage would upset landowners. Pet owners 
responsible to pick up after pets.

 ■ Disruption to the bird sanctuary.

Secret Identity Responses

 ■ Neighbours probably may object to the additional 
noise.

 ■ I think it would be minimal if you’re just 
concerned with runners and cyclists.

 ■ Neighbours may not enjoy the trail and additional 
traffic and noise.

 ■ Possibly a potential of farm dogs getting 
aggressive with another dog along the trail. Also 
dog droppings could be conflict-raising.

 ■ Littering, safety – have people doing strenuous 
activity in “rural” area (less people around).

 ■ Minimal and many neighbours and land owners 
are also equestrian users.

 ■ Neighbours with animals and livestock might be 
disturbed if a dog becomes aggressive or barks 
and likewise if they have any dogs.

 ■ Yes, could be loud with lots going on with cattle, 
machinery, etc.
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QUESTION 4: How could the trail be designed to minimize potential 
conflicts and maximize safety and enjoyment?

Personal Responses

 ■ Good planning. A place to cool off in the summer.
 ■ There need to be several access points where 

there would be parking available for people to use 
only part of the trail and for emergency vehicles 
to get nearer to an injured person.

 ■ Develop special use areas off the trail. Designate 
user areas.

 ■ Need water stops, rest areas, a few washrooms 
for both summer and winter and perhaps a few 
warm-up spots. Also trash containers along the 
route. As to conflicts, the minimal amount of busy 
road crossings.

 ■ Lighting? Signage – private property, land access, 
maps.

 ■ Adequate corridor width to accommodate 
multiple user groups at the same time. Choke 
points to discourage motorized users.

 ■ Limiting use of vehicles and animals to sections 
unlikely to interfere with neighbouring land 
owners. Potentially have directional sides to the 
trail or yields.

 ■ To maximize enjoyment, one side of trail – could 
be paved (maybe 4’) and other side would then 
be more rustic with crush or gravel for bikers or 
horses. This would minimize potential conflicts, as 
well as maximize safety.

 ■ Police patrol section by road.
 ■ Off road as much as possible.
 ■ Fenced?
 ■ It could be designed with railings and many 

garbage cannisters.
 ■ Try to stay away from busy roads, safe crossing of 

low points.
 ■ Divided in half for different uses during different 

seasons. Summer – bikes, walkers in two lanes. 
Winter – cross-country skiers. snowshoers.

Secret Identity Responses

 ■ Avoid private property as much as possible. Two 
separate trails – one for motors, one for walkers, 
etc.

 ■ Trail needs to be wide enough for cyclists to pass 
walkers and joggers safely.

 ■ Plant shrubs as sound barrier. Ensure there were 
plenty of trash cans to mitigate litter. Restrooms, 
water available, shade, and benches.

 ■ Small regular pull-offs, benches, washrooms, and 
water taps to allow for resting and minimizing 
conflicts with others.

 ■ Benches, shade, garbage cans, water station, 
bathroom.

 ■ It could be designed to stay away from farms 
with animals and have sections with no horses or 
motorized vehicles permitted.

 ■ Adequate corridor width. Choke points.
 ■ Allow all users – motorized and non-motorized so 

others can’t complain about our skidoos.
 ■ Choke points to manage motorized vehicles.
 ■ The path could be designed with “choke points” 

as the Kettle Vally rail bed.
 ■ Tall fences and good barriers to separate.
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QUESTION: Do you have any concerns about a trail being developed 
between Fort St. John and Charlie Lake? 

APPEND IX  C
Ideas Questionnaire 
Written Comments

 ■ Unknown.
 ■ Funding; for a trailway system that allows for 

access to washrooms, direction, animal clean up, 
and places of rest.

 ■ Litter.
 ■ Proximity to the highway with young children and 

pets on the trail (a lot of people have their dogs 
off leash on the existing trail system).

 ■ Like to see it with lots of corners and turns.
 ■ Distance from traffic.
 ■ To ensure respect for private property/livestock, 

fences must be built and maintained between trail 
and properties.

 ■ Atcheson.
 ■ Expensive to maintain in winter.
 ■ Crossing current busy roads.
 ■ Usage by motorized vehicles.
 ■ People using them in a way dangerous to runners 

(off leash dogs, motorized vehicles, etc).
 ■ Flooding.
 ■ Cost.
 ■ I am concerned that local residents along the 

corridor will objecting, resulting in delays.
 ■ Garbage on trail.
 ■ Keeping motorized users off the trail.
 ■ Keep away from traffic (not just run parallel to 

the highway) for kids’ safety and everyone’s 
enjoyment.

 ■ Need to restrict access. Should be non motorized 
only.

 ■ Will it be regularly or seasonally maintained?
 ■ Motorized vehicles (ATV, dirt bikes) riding on the 

trails.

 ■ Private land.
 ■ Terrain. It should be easy enough that a lot of 

people can manage it.
 ■ Horses, people, dogs, quads, and bikes following 

safe ground rules on the same trail.
 ■ ATVs and Snowmobiles wrecking the trail.
 ■ No motorized vehicles.
 ■ Bears and other dangerous wildlife.
 ■ Only that they would be used by motorized 

vehicles.
 ■ More green area then being turned to housing.
 ■ Illegal Motorized use.
 ■ Littering.
 ■ I’m concerned about ATV riders bullying and 

dominating trails away from pedestrians and 
cyclists.

 ■ No.
 ■ Impact on flora and fauna.
 ■ Safe distance from the highway.
 ■ Highway lights at new complex being built.
 ■ Safety.
 ■ Concern about motorized vehicles.
 ■ None.
 ■ Being used by motorized vehicles (quads, dirt 

bikes, snowmobiles, etc).
 ■ Nope.
 ■ Not too close to highway; dangerous. Too fast of 

drivers and logging trucks. Flying rocks, very icy 
roads in winter.

 ■ I would like posted off leash times.
 ■ Garbage.
 ■ Mixed use by dirtbike/4-wheelers and others.

FORT ST. JOHN TO CHARLIE LAKE
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 ■ None.
 ■ Access at various locations.
 ■ No.
 ■ Are you going to take my private land for a trail 

system? That is a concern to me.
 ■ No.
 ■ Trails are good.
 ■ No.
 ■ Garbage.
 ■ Garbage left by people.
 ■ None.
 ■ I don’t think we want one. The best part of living 

out of the city is that it’s outside the city.
 ■ That ATV or snowmobiles will use the trails at 

the same time walkers or horseback riders are on 
it. This may result in possible accidents causing 
bodily harm or death to humans, pets, or horses 
being ridden or driven on the trails at the same 
time as ATVs or snow-machines.

 ■ Dirt bikes would take over the trails like they have 
along the Beatton.

 ■ Parking is a must.
 ■ Safety.
 ■ Difficulty in keeping snowmobiles, quads and 

motorized bikes off the trail – dangerous for 
pedestrians.

 ■ Keep a distance from major roads/traffic.
 ■ Enforcement.
 ■ Lack of lights.
 ■ Safety: if there isn’t access to places of business 

during some parts of the trail.
 ■ No bathrooms.
 ■ At least well graveled. Pavement can come later.
 ■ Safety of users.
 ■ Ensure that motorized vehicles have no access to 

the trail.
 ■ Vandalism.
 ■ Trail Cleanup.
 ■ More important things to spend $$ on.
 ■ I do not want to see a trail built right beside the 

Alaska Hwy – too busy and noisy.

 ■ Used for unintended uses.
 ■ Land owner conflicts.
 ■ Keeping users safe on the trail (so women feel 

comfortable using the trail by themselves).
 ■ Will it be safe to use ex: bears and potential crime, 

CPTED.
 ■ Quads, small vehicles, etc. randomly accessing the 

trail from the Alaska Highway.
 ■ No pavement.
 ■ Harassment or danger from predator humans.
 ■ Vandalism.
 ■ Dog waste.
 ■ I’m concerned about safety.  Regular drive bys by 

RCMP?
 ■ No.
 ■ Vandalism.
 ■ Who does maintenance on trails/cost of 

maintenance?
 ■ Concern about safety – keep visible, lighted.
 ■ Not being lit.
 ■ Wide enough to accommodate walking and 

bicycles.
 ■ Vandalism.
 ■ Off leash dogs.
 ■ Wilderness route developed.
 ■ I think it is a waste of money especially if you can’t 

use it for 8 months of the year.
 ■ Disturbance to existing residents.
 ■ We had groomed trails on private land in 

Grandhaven. In the spring when it was muddy and 
there were water holes the ATV riders ruined the 
trails by churning up the mud and leaving huge 
ruts. This made the trail unusable for horse and 
wagon and not nice for even walkers to use. For 
this reason fuel motorized vehicles should not be 
allowed on trails.

 ■ Dog things.
 ■ I hope that the trail would be maintained year 

around.
 ■ Connecting to current routes.
 ■ Upkeep.
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 ■ Maintenance:  who is responsible for maintaining 
the trails during winter months (do we close them 
via gate); equipment replacements, restocking of 
garbage bags, clean up, general maintenance.

 ■ Creepy people lurking there.
 ■ Maintenance.
 ■ Snow removal.
 ■ Narrow trail causing safety issues.
 ■ Keeping dogs on leashes and having owners clean 

up after their dogs (and not just throw the baggies 
into the trees).

 ■ No motorized vehicles.
 ■ Wide trails.
 ■ Lack of courtesy by all users.

 ■ People ill prepared for winter weather, getting 
stuck out too far from their car.

 ■ Motorized vehicles/safety.
 ■ Horses using the trails (specifically horse poop and 

scaring/being scared by dogs).
 ■ Not being plowed/maintained.
 ■ Concern of dirt bikers and quads using it which is 

dangerous to those walking and biking. Especially 
with kids.

 ■ Litter.
 ■ Safety.
 ■ How will trails be monitored/policed?
 ■ Places to take a break .

QUESTION: Do you have other suggestions for a trail between Fort 
St. John and Charlie Lake? Your ideas could be big or small – we 
want to hear them all!

 ■ Unknown
 ■ How cool would it be to be able to bike to Jackfish 

Dundee’s and not worry about driving home 
afterwards!  I also think it would be a great spot 
for potential runs/marathons/race events.  I think 
there are merits to taking the trail around Charlie 
Lake as well (as a next step), so people could 
loop the lake but I imagine that would be nearly 
impossible due to the privately owned land.

 ■ Clear various spots along the route (just 2 or 3) 
that portable vendors/food trucks could set up at 
in the summer months. (Just a gravel pad next to 
a washroom would be great.) Don’t just follow the 
highway, run the trail along Fish Creek for a while 
then up along the hill north of the highway.  Drop 
down through Charlie Lake caves and across the 
marsh.

 ■ Have a centre yellow line. The solar system signs 
are really good, could there be something similar? 
Sign markers to represent real world distances like 
countries, example: Today we’ll ride to England, 
but tomorrow we’ll ride all the way to Beijing.

 ■ My main recommendation would be to succession 
plan for the future!  Look into funding to 
maintain any equipment that you put in there 
and maintaining the general upkeep.  Maybe a 
partnership of some kind with the City of Fort St. 
John Community Services to engage the public 
with their annual walking challenges.  I would 
look into policies and procedures for organizations 
and groups that want to host special events in 
the way of walks/runs as this trail way would be 
a great candidate for that, however having an 
income to manage that would be able to go back 
into maintaining the trail system.  Legacy funding 
similar to what the Rotary did for the Spray Park 
where patrons can buy bricks/plaques/etc. to 
have along the route in memory of their loved 
ones.  Partnerships with SD60 students to engage 
the trail system with project based learning; which 
could also result in some annual maintenance and 
clean up of the trails.

 ■ It’s great if the trails i not on too much of a slant. 
It makes using the current one a challenge at 
times.

 ■ A couple of weather shelters just in case!
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 ■ The trail must be north of the Alaska Highway. All 
residential living in Fort St. John is north of the 
Alaska Highway, and the main destination near 
the Charlie Lake Boat Launch/ Rotary RV Park / 
memorial monument / Jackfish Pub is north of 
the Alaska Highway. The trail shouldn’t traverse 
extreme grades because then it begins to restrict 
users. It also should not be adjacent to the Alaska 
Highway because it is uncomfortable to be near. 
Highways were built along rivers for their steady 
grades; this trail should be built along Fish Creek 
for its steady grades and pleasant environment 
separated from vehicle traffic. The most used 
trail in Fort St. John is in the northwest corner 
because it is located among trees and separated 
from cars. Winter maintenance is also important. 
Simple snow clearing efforts, part of an annual 
maintenance budget, will go a long way to 
encouraging use in the winter season. Think of the 
economic opportunities too! Tourists could link 
between C.Lake and FSJ!

 ■ Great idea!
 ■ Build them!!!! We need this!!!
 ■ Safe trail, well lit. I actually would not mind a 

packed diet trail over paved. Lower impact.
 ■ Paved and gravel.
 ■ Very positive idea.
 ■ Just that we would love a trail. Please please build 

one!!!!
 ■ It would be great if there were a few loop options 

rather than one direction. Currently it would be 
too far for me to take my kids all the way to CL 
and back to FSJ but if there was a shorter loop we 
would definitely use it. I love the idea of trails that 
are bike accessible for kids!

 ■ The whole idea of a trail network to Charlie Lake 
is fantastic and will promote healthy lifestyles for 
trail users. However, you will have to find a way to 
keep quads, dirtbikes, snowmobiles, etc. off the 
trail so that pedestrians and cyclists can use them 
without fear of being run over.

 ■ I would like a nature trail similar to the Fish Creek 
trail system. I would be happy with a gravel trail in 
order to save on costs versus pavement; bottom 
line is let’s get this built!

 ■ I would like to see a multi-use (motorized and non 
motorized ) trail that is properly monitored.

 ■ Would it be possible to parallel the Rail line up 
to the 244 Rd and then follow that West as an 
alternative to the preferred Fish Creek route?

 ■ Paved main trail with offshoots for trail running 
– shelters for bad weather and warming up in the 
winter – patrolled by security staff.

 ■ Trails MUST have lots of trees, shielded in parts 
from wind, be interesting and fun to use (not just 
a straight line = boring), doesn’t have to be paved.

 ■ It would be nice to incorporate Fish Creek.
 ■ A halfway point turnaround area, large enough 

for a horse and buggy to make a complete turn (in 
case of emergencies).

 ■ We need a place to take horses.
 ■ Don’t allow motorized vehicles.
 ■ Picnic area with shelter for groups.
 ■ Would prefer to see no motorized vehicles 

allowed on the trail. Would like to know that 
there would be regular checks by emergency 
services to see if there is anyone in trouble on 
the trail. Would like to see emergency phone 
booths available on the trail (not everyone has 
cell phones). Would like to see some method 
of conveying information that dogs, horses or 
bicycles are using the trail at that moment. 
Would be cool to use the trails for sled dog racing 
(sprinting or long distance) during the snow 
months. Would use the trail if it were navigable 
during winter, i.e. the trail is cleared of snow and 
ice. Would like to see the trail be made very wide 
so that horses, buggies, baby buggies, bicycles, 
dogs can pass with a clear berth. Need signage to 
say slow down when passing anyone. If motorized 
vehicles are allowed such as ATVs or snowmobiles, 
people must go past at a crawl when passing. No 
pulling tires with kids, etc.

 ■ Gravel not asphalt please.  Gravel is so much 
easier on my knees 

 ■ To clarify winter use of the trail, I would probably 
not bike or walk in the winter (though it’s what is 
stated) – but I would certainly use it at least once 
a week for cross-country skiing.
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 ■ Having coordinated waste stations with recycling 
bins, dog waste bags, etc. would be beneficial.  
I honestly don’t know too much about the 
opportunities to stop and learn along the way, 
but I really support having a safe cycling/walking 
area off of the highway – the bypass roads in FSJ 
have paths along it and the traffic is very close and 
there’s no safety buffer for those on the path even 
from stones being kicked up by vehicles. I would 
like to see interpretive opportunities along the 
paths, but the high priority for me personally is a 
safe recreation space.

 ■ Keep it clear in the winter!  It would be great to 
have a trail to use in the winter.

 ■ I love the trail systems in FSJ and am excited at 
the idea that they could be expanding. It would 
be nice if it didn’t run along the highway and 
was more in nature. I don’t know if there are 
landmarks or natural features that would be nice 
to highlight, but if there were that would be a 
recommendation.

 ■ A neat idea if within budget would be to have 
a bike tune up/fixing tools on the route. Similar 
to those at Whistler/Blackcomb mountain that 
have tool attached to cables for bikers to make 
adjustments.

 ■ A trail from 54 scales to 54 boat launch would be 
amazing. Children often bike from Charlie Lake 
Crescent up the hill and cross the highway over to 
Wright Road area. It would be nice to have a safe 
place for them to do so and lights at the scales for 
safety. With the new complex being built I can see 
more activity along the highway ditch. A trail from 
54 down to the school crosswalk on the lake side 
of highway would be very well used.

 ■ Crosswalks at major road crossings would be 
great.

 ■ Lights or emergency phones on the route.
 ■ Great idea!  We need more trails close to the city 

– make them so people can use them to commute 
and keep quads and sleds off. Consider horse 
access.

 ■ As long as you ACTUALLY DO IT - anything would 
be better than nothing.

 ■ Two lanes, one for walk/run, one for bikes.

 ■ I would be thrilled for any kind of paved trail 
connecting the two communities. I don’t want to 
be greedy, anything will be wonderful. However, 
if the trail did not go along the highway, but more 
in the rural area away from the highway noise, 
that would make it a true recreational sanctuary. 
Connecting to the existing path along Ma Murray 
Community School would be ideal at the Fort St. 
John end.

 ■ It would be nice to have it multi-use and be able 
to get on and off the trails at various locations.

 ■ Look for opportunities to include trail that isn’t 
right beside the highway (e.g., a direct route 
option that is close to the highway and a scenic 
route that can also provide walking/biking access 
to Beatton Provincial Park). Don’t stop in Charlie 
Lake; keep expanding up the highway and into 
other communities.

 ■ Look at the rail trail connecting Vernon to 
Kelowna and Kelowna to Penticton for ideas. It is 
amazing! And very well used by walkers, runners, 
and bicyclists. They have some garbage cans along 
the way and KM markers. It is made up of packed 
gravel. And wide enough for a few lanes. 
Above all else, if it is deemed not feasible to 
connect Charlie Lake to Fort St. John, my family 
would like to see more trails in Charlie Lake. 
The roads are not big enough to accommodate 
walking and running on the sides. Walking on the 
highway is too dangerous. We need more places 
to walk in Charlie Lake. I actually go to Fort St. 
John so I have a trail to walk on. Consider a trail 
from Charlie Lake Provincial campground along 
Charlie Lake Crescent to Charlie Lake boat launch 
and then even up Sunny Side Drive to Beatton 
Park. Or a trail starting at Lakepoint Golf Course 
up Golf Course Road , down steep hill beside to 
Charlie Lake Provincial Park, along Charlie Lake 
Crescent to the main boat launch.

 ■ Imagine a water station where all users could 
stop for refreshment. Enough space to park a few 
wagons, a bike rack, washrooms.

 ■ Would love to have safe trails for trail rides. 
Currently when we ride horses we are limited to 
the ditch, which is hazardous to horse and rider
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 ■ A loop would be best. One part from Frozen John 
to Beatton Park, winding slowly through the 
country side and connecting to to a fast direct 
trail from Charlie Lake School to town along the 
highway.

 ■ Away from the highway. A trail you could ride 
horses on would be fantastic.

 ■ No pavement. Same footing as Community Forest 
Trail.

 ■ Fun facts, maps.
 ■ We just need more trails.
 ■ We don’t want a connection to the city.
 ■ We would really like to see Equine compatible trail 

systems in the BC Peace. I just heard about the 2 
workshops definitely, would have participated as 
a proponent for equine use of the planned trails, 
ridden on. It seems many do not understand 
the concept of ‘Trails’. Pathways humans on 
foot and on or pulled behind, equines, followed 
along with other animals to get from one place 
to another. What should NOT be allowed is fossil 
fuel powered vehicles of any kind. Electric vehicles 
are quiet and wouldn’t spook horses on trails, nor 
those out for a peaceful hike along the trails, with 
their noise. Vehicles such as golf cart and electric 
wheel chair vehicles, would make trails accessible 
for ALL wanting a peaceful day away from noise 
and petroleum based fumes. Would be awesome 
to have a ‘trail system’ from Charlie Lake, the real 
Mile Zero of the Alaska Highway, to the Alberta 
border, utilizing the old Historic Kistkatinaw trail 
and Bridge with a traffic light, to allow horses.

 ■ I would love to see a nice picnic area in the boat 
launch area at Charlie Lake.  Families could enjoy 
a picnic. Taking the trail up to and past the weigh 
scale would be nice too.

 ■ It would be great to have them be used for 
walking and snowshoeing or cross-country skiing.

 ■ Love to have a place to ride horses. No equine 
trails at all in the area.

 ■ Picnic area along the way; maybe the halfway 
point between Fort St. John and Charlie Lake. 
Waste containers also along the trail would be 
nice.

 ■ Along with maintenance of trails should come an 
annual plan for outdoor activities with support 
of equipment and finances. These activities 
could be for children and/or adults and taken on 
by a number of non-profit groups if there was 
an overall monitoring and evaluation done by a 
community or regional authority. Also changing 
public art, interpretive programs, and plan for 
promotion to drive tourists to the trails.

 ■ Keep the distance from main roads until the east 
by pass by NLC.  Contact other communities who 
have trails in their city to learn pros and cons 
prior to designing. Where does the design need to 
apply our seasons, climate, and zone.

 ■ Paved.
 ■ Pump track for youth?
 ■ Accessibility for all. Non-conflicting access i.e. 

bikes, walking, ATV, skiing, dogs.
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DAWSON CREEK TO POUCE COUPE

QUESTION; Do you have any concerns about a trail being developed 
between Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe?

 ■ That this is a pipe dream and it won’t happen.
 ■ Vehicle traffic.
 ■ My main concern would be user safety. Lighting 

would help with that.
 ■ No concerns.
 ■ Snow removal.
 ■ No concerns.
 ■ Safety for users.
 ■ Should be non motorized only.
 ■ Local kids using it for parties.
 ■ I don’t think motor vehicles should be permitted.
 ■ The ATV and snowmobile drivers in this area are 

very discourteous and dangerous to others using 
the roads.

 ■ Ensure it does not infringe on personal property 
right of quiet enjoyment.

 ■ That it be far enough from traffic but not so 
secluded that it could be a safety issue.

 ■ Design is important. As a Greasy Chain member 
we would like to go 30 km/hr on the trail.  
Something like Kin Park does not work for that 
max speed.

 ■ More opportunities for vandalism.
 ■ Traffic.
 ■ No concerns.
 ■ Should be foot patrolled by police / security.
 ■ I do not feel that this trail link is a priority for our 

regional district.
 ■ None.
 ■ No.
 ■ Accessibility.
 ■ Upkeep.
 ■ Potential conflicts between multiple disciplines 

of use e.g., Horses, Bikes, Pedestrians, Strollers, 
ATVs.

 ■ Vandalization of the trail.
 ■ That if it happens it will take longer than it should 

to build.
 ■ Use of motorized vehicles on a non-vehicle trail.
 ■ Spring thaw flooding.
 ■ Litter.
 ■ It would be nice if there were more rugged 

sections away from town.
 ■ Worry about human predators being able to 

attack users. Maybe have closed circuit cameras 
for security on the trail.

 ■ Enhanced access for criminals to private property.
 ■ Drug crowd moving in.
 ■ Maintenance has to be good.
 ■ I feel that there are many, many other trails 

that the regional district could sign and create 
maps for, thereby increasing physical activity and 
outdoor recreation.

 ■ Trail maintenance.
 ■ Access in winter.
 ■ That it will be misused by people.
 ■ Maintenance.
 ■ Worry that no help may come by if there is a 

problem. Benches with roofs to protect from rain 
or big hail, etc.

 ■ Gravel is fine in sections but paved would be 
good.  Please do not put it beside the secondary 
paved roads to Pouce.

 ■ I do not feel that this will used for recreation. 
Maybe only a few people in Pouce who will cycle 
commute to work. I would love to see more of 
this!

 ■ Cost.
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QUESTION: Do you have other suggestions for a trail between Dawson 
Creek and Pouce Coupe? Your ideas could be big or small – we want 
to hear them all!

 ■ I’d love to see a trail that has multiple trails 
coming off it. We recently moved here and I’ve 
lived in a lot of communities. This area has the 
saddest trail options. I can't find a trail map here 
to save my life because there are no trails. I’d like 
a long trail away from roads. Would be nice if it 
was decently wide so 2 dogs leashed can pass 
with minimal contact. Maps offering information 
on other trails if there are any would be great! 
And some advertising for the trails would be 
smart. I checked the tourist centers and there 
aren’t even maps there. Really hard being a trail 
runner in this area. It’s nice to see some effort 
being put into changing this!

 ■ Trail should follow the creek and the trees as 
much as possible. Maybe use the old railway 
for sections. The trestles would make amazing 
bridges. Converting old railways to trails is 
becoming very popular. If the old line was made 
into a trail to Swan Lake would be amazing.

 ■ Have a separate bike and walking path. If a 
walking path – make it wide enough for 2 people 
to stroll beside each other; lanes identified on the 
trail.

 ■ Do it! Great initiative
 ■ Fully connect to Dawson Trail system allowing full 

access from Rotary Lake to Pouce Coupe.
 ■ Packed gravel not paved. Get the college to build 

benches.
 ■ I know many people who would utilize this trail 

on peddle bikes to get to work who do not have 
motor transport of any sort or the money for a 
taxi. Many teenagers can get jobs and bike to 
work, and those in Dawson can get to other areas 
for employment when using trails to get to work 
like the Dawson Creek Airport Rd.  We don’t like 
using the highway to get to work on our bikes. 
Those wide load vehicles pack a huge blast of air 
and the drivers are crazy.

 ■ Utilize the old railway line?
 ■ I think the trail should follow the creek to Pouce 

River and then towards Pouce. This doesn’t all 
have to be developed at once but would be the 
most interesting and scenic route. It would also be 
the most exciting for tourists too.

 ■ Would prefer to see no motorized vehicles 
allowed on the trail. Would like to know that 
there would be regular checks by emergency 
services to see if there is anyone in trouble on 
the trail. Would like to see emergency phone 
booths available on the trail (not everyone has 
cell phones). Would like to see some method 
of conveying information that dogs, horses, 
or bicycles are using the trail at that moment. 
Would be cool to use the trails for sled dog racing 
(sprinting or long distance) during the snow 
months. Would use the trail if it were navigable 
during winter, i.e. the trail is cleared of snow 
and ice. Would like to see the trail be made very, 
very wide so that horses, buggies, baby buggies, 
bicycles, dogs can pass with a clear berth. Need 
signage to say slow down when passing anyone. 
If motorized vehicles are allowed such as ATVs 
or snowmobiles, people must go past at a 
crawl when passing. No pulling tires with kids, 
etc. Police to patrol the trail occasionally, via 
horseback.

 ■ RCMP bike patrols should be included in any 
planning.  Rural areas are not getting adequate 
RCMP service as is.

 ■ Can use the old tremblay trail. There are some 
historic trails around.

 ■ No horses.  No one wants to walk on horse poop.
 ■ Making use of the slough between Dawson and 

Pouce Coupe for nature watching would be nice if 
it's even possible. Placing a children's playground 
somewhere along it would also break up the trip 
for younger ones.
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 ■ Trail along 210 Rd connecting 8th and 17th street 
as well.

 ■ A multi use trail that is wide enough for bikes / 
scooters / skateboards, and walking / running.

 ■ Trail would need to wide enough to accommodate 
users safely.

 ■ Path should be well marked with directions and 
indicating cyclist vs pedestrian lanes.

 ■ Build it like the Seawall in Vancouver – two lanes 
with one for walking and one for biking.

 ■ Making sure the trail is accessible for all and 
maintained so that everyone can enjoy it year 
round. Season appropriate trail activities (run/
walk events in the summer and snowshoe/cross-
country skiing in the winter).

 ■ Have some picnic spots!
 ■ Informative, historic signs.
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GENERAL COMMENTS

QUESTION: Have you had a great experience on a trail somewhere 
else? If yes, please tell us the name or location of the trail and what 
made it great. We can learn from examples of other successful trails.

 ■ Squamish, BC has added a lot of trails in recent 
years and they seem pretty good.  It is a very 
active community that calls itself the “Outdoor 
Adventure Capital” so they might have some good 
information.

 ■ The trailways behind Garrison Landing are 
amazing. They have washroom facilities, doggie 
bag stations, maps, an old bus stop that is used 
for shade and protection from the rain, as well as 
connections to other trail systems.

 ■ Calgary’s trail system. We lived downtown and 
could get all over the city using the trails. All 
new neighbourhoods there must have trails and 
be connected to the larger trail system. New 
neighbourhoods need trails and way more green 
space. New neighbourhoods in FSJ are very 
congested and not pedestrian or bike friendly. 
They should all have trails.

 ■ Sunshine Coast Trails, Powell River. Just so many 
amazing landscapes.

 ■ Rails to trails are a great success! Kelowna to 
Vernon. Kettle Valley trails.

 ■ The trails going through Tumbler Ridge. And the 
one going through Dawson creek.

 ■ I currently go from the pouce water tower down 
a back trail toward the trestle and continue to go 
up and down until I hit my km goal for the day. I 
don’t like running on or near roads. And like the 
freedom it offers for my dog.

 ■ Kettle valley railway.
 ■ Fish creek, Beatton are wonderful trails. Well used 

and very safe.
 ■ So many great trails in Victoria area as well as 

Calgary right along the river.
 ■ Using the bike trails makes it safer to enjoy a bike 

ride at dusk when it becomes difficult for drivers 
to see you on the roads yet it is still enough light 
to ride. We love the new addition on the west 
bypass.

 ■ Beatton Provincial Park, FJS paved trails.
 ■ Red Deer. I believe they have 70 km of trails 

all around and throughout the city.  Lots of 
washrooms along the way. Connected to entire 
park system.

 ■ Trails in Western Europe and the British Isles.
 ■ The trails though Stanley Park in Vancouver are 

amazing. Walking trails through neighborhoods 
in Ottawa are easy to navigate. Nanaimo’s trail 
system is great for walking  and dog walking.

 ■ Gull Lake Alberta to Bentley, Alberta
 ■ The galloping goose trail in Victori, BC. It was nice 

to connect so many areas.
 ■ Red Deer trails. Lots of them, interesting nature, 

multiple users
 ■ Anywhere where there’s connectivity to our 

neighborhood (Camarlo Park) via off-road trails 
is great for biking with kids. Takes us off the road 
and sidewalk for a much safer ride. If we can 
bike directly from our house we’ll be more likely 
to do so. If we have to drive 30 min to get to a 
trailhead that just makes the outing more difficult 
for the kids. So we like Camarlo Park, through 
the ball diamonds, and then through the hospital 
grounds and back. It’s all relatively flat, with lots 
of places to stop and check out activities/wildlife/
construction.

 ■ Calgary Bow River trails, Wascana Lake in Regina, 
Log Train Trail in Port Albeni, Kettle Valley Railway,  
Seawall in Vancouver.

 ■ The trails in Prince George are great, as well as 
in Calgary. Very handy to get all over the city. A 
lot of creeks and rivers for great scenery and also 
through local parks.

 ■ Grande Prairie has a good trail system right in the 
middle of town... 18 kms of trails, I believe.

 ■ City of Calgary – designated bike/walking lanes, 
lots of lights, 911 buttons.



CONNECTING COMMUNITIES REGIONAL TRAILS STUDY 
Community Input Summary - June / July 201852

APPENDIX C

 ■ Medicine Hat, Alberta has an extensive network 
of trails that encompass beautiful vistas and 
provides safe access to various parts of the city 
and surrounding region without pedestrians and 
cyclists having to co-exist with cars and trucks on 
the same route.

 ■ Whistler has a great paved and gravel trail 
network connecting all of its communities and 
its natural areas and they should be contacted 
for advice and best practice. Calgary also has 
an extensive trail system that runs through and 
connects parks. They have, for the most part, 
avoided trails that run beside busy roads, but 
rather run through communities and parks. The 
trail systems seem to be well used because they 
are so well laid out.

 ■ Stanley Park Sea Wall in Vancouver. Great place.
 ■ Yes. Top Bridge Park in Parksville, BC is a great 

natural trail system along the Englishman River. 
There are lots of interconnecting trails and areas 
to view wildlife. Walkers and bikers seem to get 
along very well. I have biked there about a dozen 
times, and never had a negative reaction from 
walkers.

 ■ Trails along the Bow River in Calgary
 ■ Radar Lake Trail, Monkman Lake Trail, Teepee 

Creek Trail, Quality Falls Trail.
 ■ Mission Creek trails in Kelowna. Connects city 

amenities but follows green spaces as much as 
possible. Is wide enough to accommodate walking 
and bikes.

 ■ Fernie, BC has an amazing trail system through 
their community.

 ■ Grande Prairie has a nice trail system because it’s 
treed, along the river, has interesting stops, can’t 
hear the highway, connects to neighbourhoods 
and parks. I like the natural trails in Fish Creek 
north of the college in Fort St. John.

 ■ Trails where they have designated off leash times 
for people with dogs.

 ■ KVR in the Okanagan. Mountain bike trails in 
Prince George. Edmonton River Valley trails.

 ■ The trail linking Adams Lake to Shuswap at Rodrick 
Haig park is an excellent example of non-paved, 
multi-use trail covering a large distance.

 ■ KVR in the Okanagan. Easy access from many 
points, great views, and trail markers to let you 
know where you are.

 ■ Trails in the Okanagan and on the waterfront in 
Montreal – both are awesome.

 ■ Evergreen Park in GP has an eventing trail that 
the public are invited to use when the horses are 
not using it. It is all sand, and the up-close look at 
some very formidable jumps has you interested 
in seeing the eventing when it is taking place. We 
do not have an eventing venue anywhere in South 
Peace area; this could be a new event. We could 
have short marathon races by people or horses 
as well. Plus sprint or distance dog sled races in 
winter. The Trans Canada Trail I believe allows 
anyone to use it; because I would ride or drive a 
horse I would not want motorized vehicles unless 
the trail was very wide, like a highway.

 ■ Yes.  In the Okanagan.  Refurbished from 
discontinued rail lines

 ■ The trails through Fish Creek offer nature 
exploration and information for learning about 
nature around us.  We have taken children there 
many times.  The Bypass Trails offer distance for 
biking purposes – my kids learned to ride on the 
Bypass Trails, and continue to enjoy that exercise.

 ■ Trail and Nelson. They have different levels of walk 
ways near water and connects communities.

 ■ Capilano River Trail and Inter-River Park in North 
Vancouver.

 ■ Chetwynd has fun trails, though the maps are 
not good. They have a few that branch off and 
reconnect, they go through residential and 
wilderness areas.

 ■ Yes!  Fort Langley (walking and dog parks), 
Aldergrove Regional Park Trails (mix of walking, 
bicycles, and horses, plus dog parks), Campbell 
River Regional Park in Langley (wheelchairs, baby 
strollers, dog walkers, walkers, and joggers).  
Great signage, trail maps, well maintained, waste 
containers, picnic tables, etc.

 ■ I grew up in Saskatoon and it has a great set of 
trails.

 ■ Whitehorse trail system, UBC Vancouver trail 
system.
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 ■ So many to choose from. Myra Canyon (Kettle 
Valley), Galloping Goose Trail in Victoria, and 
Salmo to Nelson old railway bed trail. All these 
trails are awesome because they give priority to 
the users at crossings over vehicles. Also they 
incorporate points of interest making them great 
for tourism.

 ■ Minnekhada Regional Park in Vancouver’s regional 
district. It’s a good option for a day hike, nice 
views, lots of nature to enjoy (birds, wetlands), 
some hills but mostly flat, and there is parking. 
Also Reifel Bird Sanctuary for all the same reasons.

 ■ Shady areas with benches, fountains.
 ■ Galloping Goose on Vancouver Island. Well 

maintained, paved for bikes, strollers, and 
runners. Information signs along the trail 
informing users of different things along the trail 
such as wildlife you may see/history etc.

 ■ We love the east coast trail back in 
Newfoundland. And the trails they converted from 
old rail beds. It’s wide and goes through nature 
and connects interesting natural areas.

 ■ Comox, West Kelowna. Comox through rain forest. 
West Kelowna along Okanagan Lake.

 ■ Being able to jog around the perimeter of Fort St. 
John. Also doing the Colour Run in Fort St. John.

 ■ Muskoseepi Park and Bear Creek in GP. 108 Mile 
Resort near 100 Mile House.

 ■ The Dawson Trail (between Tubby’s and the 
Dawson Mall) has given myself, my dog, friends 
and family hours of experiencing nature, and an 
excellent environment for fitness and exercise!

 ■ Fish Creek trails were nice prior to the 
maintenance issues that caused part of it to be 
unusable.

 ■ We love the off-road type trails at the Windpark, 
and the forest.

 ■ Other trails in town are nice
 ■ Okanagan Rail Trail – it is wide enough to pass and 

meet other groups, it is smooth and firm (packed) 
enough for wheels, and fairly flat (level).

 ■ City of Sherwood Park trails. City of Edmonton 
trails.

 ■ Charlie Lake nature trail – just a beautiful walk.

 ■ Taylor Golf Course – cleared in the winter. Dog 
clean up stations. No motorized vehicles  
Kettle Valley Trail – old rail bed. Well maintained. 
Trans Canada Trail in Chilliwack – great horse 
riding and multi-use trail with no motorized 
vehicles.

 ■ I often bike the trails at Muskoseepi Park in 
Grande Prairie. This is a great concept where the 
creek was turned into a pleasant green space 
and park area, and connects the city from south 
to north for a 10 km stretch by a looped bike 
and walking path. The path exits at many points 
to connect residential and commercial areas, 
and infinite sidewalks. I have biked the Nanaimo 
Parkway Trail on Vancouver Island. What was nice 
was all the small tunnels under the busy highway, 
or nice overhead bridges for pedestrians and 
bikers. This avoided a lot of road crossings, but 
not all. The city could be crossed end to end by 
bike, it is a 20 km stretch one way, and passed 
through the university grounds. Also, I recently 
biked the Manhattan Greenway in New York City, 
where there was a designated bike lane, separate 
from pedestrian lane, which was very nice in high 
traffic areas. In this situation, bikers did not have 
to slow their pace, and pedestrian were kept safe. 
Also Portland Oregon downtown.

 ■ Check out the Victoria Rail Trail in Lindsay, 
Ontario, and sections of the Trans-Canada Trail 
also in Lindsay, Ontario. The Victoria Rail Trail 
is a multi-use trail that can be traveled from a 
residential area in Lindsay, through Ken Reid 
Conservation Area and McLaren Marsh, all the 
way to Fenelon Falls. I would use the trail a lot in 
the spring/summer to access the hiking trails in 
Ken Reid and for birding/herping (e.g. watching 
turtles nest along the trail) around the Marsh. It 
is a repurposed railway. A portion of the Trans-
Canada trail is through farmland at the back 
edge of fields (lots of apple trees). Great biking/
running. Great settings. Muskoka, Ontario has a 
lot of great trails in general, some of which are 
right inside towns like Gravenhurst.

 ■ Dawson City Trail from Brookside Cemetery to 
Rotary Lake. Paved and scenic.
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 ■ Tumbler Ridge has some good multi-use trails in 
the community.  I have recently had the chance 
to do a couple of horseback rides at the Spring 
Lake Equestrian Trails, near Valhalla, AB; they have 
done a great job.

 ■ I like how the Bypass Trail in FSJ has been 
extended up to the new school. I’d love to see the 
trail to Charlie Lake connect to it too.

 ■ Chetwynd’s trail with all its lights looks amazing.
 ■ Rail trail between Vernon and Kelowna. West 

Bypass and East Bypass trails in Fort St. John.
 ■ Excellent network of walking and cycling paths 

along the seawall in Vancouver. They are well 
marked with distances, directions, landmarks, 
and stops of interest. It’s also nice to have smaller 
looped trails within the trail system for shorter 
walks.

 ■ Like previous, Seawall. Build with two lanes.
 ■ Love Fish Creek.
 ■ Grande Prairie has lots of good trails, nice trees, 

benches, landscaping, playgrounds, connects all 
the major parts of the city by bike trails. You can 
get anywhere you need to go.

 ■ Along the River Valley. Beautiful views, lots of 
wildlife.

 ■ We enjoy horseback riding on trails out in the 
country, where they are rarely ridden on, because 
it’s quiet, we can take in nature, and the trails are 
rarely used, so there is not a lot of litter spread 
everywhere.  These are natural trails, not man-
made.

 ■ In the mountains of Colorado, the state has paved 
the historic narrow gauge railroad bed for hiking 
and bicycling. Great use of a prepared area.

 ■ Nordic ski trails are beautiful, well maintained and 
is a wide trail for multi users.

 ■ Cariboo trails on private ranches and 
campgrounds in Hythe, Alberta. Water facilities 
for people and horses. Overnight pens for horses. 
Clearly marked trails.

 ■ Trail between Banff and Lake Louise.
 ■ Bryce Canyon, Utah.
 ■ Tumbler Ridge.

 ■ Tumbler Ridge! Well marked and maintained, 
amazing destinations, super helpful tourist centre, 
so much variety.

 ■ Vedder Rotary Trail in Chilliwack – washrooms, 
doggie stations, benches, markers indicating 
distance in km, beautiful trail along the river.

 ■ Community Forest Trail in Fort St John. Beatton 
Trails running along the Beatton Hills.

 ■ I love the trail riding available in Alberta, I have 
tried too many to list.

 ■ I can’t remember the name of the park in 
northern AB. Was fantastic for hikers, horseback 
riders, and ATVs. The trails were well groomed 
and you could ride for hours with multiple 
directions to go and different terrain along the 
way. Absolutely fabulous – near Spirit River.

 ■ We like the Fish Creek Trail and the Community 
Forest.

 ■ Yes, here in Grandhaven along the Peace, the 
Caribou trail system, Tumbler Ridge/Kinueso Falls,  
Cathedral Forest Vancouver Island.

 ■ I walked for two weeks along trails in Ireland. 
The trails were well marked, provided a variety 
of experiences and often crossed private land. 
People respected the privilege of crossing private 
land and did not abuse that privilege. Also 
there were no garbage containers. People were 
responsible for taking their garbage out with 
them.

 ■ The Seawalk in Campbell River and the Nanaimo 
waterfront trail.

 ■ Fish Creek – love the forest and variation in the 
trail (up and down, flat, soft ground vs paved).

 ■ Whistler and Chilliwack. No cars/traffic, so much 
safer and way more pleasant to exercise and 
enjoy.

 ■ Beatton Park Community Trails - very nice for 
walking.

 ■ Trail in Glenbow Provincial Park (Alberta near 
Cochrane) - a trail through pasture, prairie, 
coolies, grasslands, etc.

 ■ I live in the mountains in Northern England, 
hopeful signs tell us easy and harder routes
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QUESTION: Do you have any other comments about trails or this 
project that you would like to share at this time?

 ■ I don’t think it’s necessary to have the trail to 
Charlie Lake paved, just maintained (mowed) so 
we aren’t walking/biking through weeds as tall 
as I am!  The Beatton Park x-country ski trails are 
fantastic but there is only a single wide trail left 
through 4 foot tall grass already this spring!

 ■ Think it would be fantastic.
 ■ Two lanes indicated. One for slow movers, one for 

fast movers.
 ■ Charlie Lake is such a beautiful asset that hasn’t 

been appreciated as an asset. It is a large lake only 
minutes from Fort St. John but largely inaccessible 
for active leisure and exploration due to the 
requirement to drive along the Alaska Highway. 
Any other city with a lake so near would have a 
connection to it... but not this one... yet! For all 
those who can’t drive, access to water is largely 
unattainable. There are so many spin-off mental 
and physical health benefits of being near water. 
You just need to connect the community to it. 
Don’t get discouraged by property acquisition 
challenges or costs. Think of the long-term 
benefits and economic opportunities of 
completing this project.

 ■ I think connecting these communities with a trail 
would be not only a great way for an alternative 
way to travel besides by vehicle but add to local 
exploration and give the communities another 
option for outdoor exercising. It would also be 
great to add more local trails in and around the 
area also that have nice scenic views. The only 
trails that I know of around Pouce Coupe and 
Dawson Creek are mainly used by ATVs and the 
trail that goes through Kin Park in Dawson and an 
unkept trail around Radar Lake. More trails along 
with a connecting trail would be wonderful.

 ■ Please do this!! Would be great to see a web of 
trails coming off a main trail so you can do 5 min. 
or like 20 km depending where you go so you 
don’t get bored going back and forth on the same 
5 km stretch.

 ■ Hurry up and build it!

 ■ Bear Mountain could be developed into amazing 
mountain bike trails. With a trail to town.

 ■ I’m sure that the whole community would fund 
raise and local area businesses would get on 
board. So many outdoor people in our area.

 ■ We would love to access Charlie Lake easier for 
riding because right now though we road bike 
other routes locally I feel it is too dangerous to 
ride the highway.  The other route I would love 
to see is a connector out in the direction of the 
airport.

 ■ Leave them dirt.
 ■ Trails help make a community a desirable place to 

live. They provide opportunity for people to enjoy 
a healthy visit with friends and even meet new 
friends but it is important however to maintain 
trail safety by ensuring pets are on leash.

 ■ Check trails systems elsewhere.
 ■ A trail from FSJ to the airport is needed for 

recreation and people to commute to work.  Bikes 
are often on the Airport Road and it is way too 
narrow and dangerous. I think this is needed 
before one to Charlie Lake.

 ■ Anything that makes our area more accessible is 
great in my book!

 ■ Just having a much longer total distance of trails 
available for running without having to cross 
traffic or do many multiple loops would be 
amazing! Most long-distance runners in town can 
run upwards of 40 km during training for longer 
runs so doing 3.5 km loops of Fish Creek gets old 
really quickly!

 ■ Keep up the good work!!!
 ■ If the old railway line was available, could the trail 

one day go not only from Dawson Creek to Pouce 
Coupe but all the way to Swan Lake?

 ■ Though I may not use it often, I think it’s a great 
idea and I’m sure lots will. Especially for biking 
and cross-country skiing or snowshoeing.

 ■ No dirt bikes, ATVs, or snowmobiling.
 ■ Keep the trail maintained for the users.
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 ■ As a new user it seems the trails are not 
continuous. It would be nice to ride around the 
whole city on trails instead of in sections.

 ■ Design trails that run through parks and 
communities. Avoid constructing trails that run 
beside busy roads (ie: East and West Bypass trails).  
Ensure that trails interconnect with other trails. 
This creates an integrated network that can 
be used for short or longer journeys. Make 
trail networks part of the overall city and rural 
community design so that they can be integrated 
into parks and communities. Finally, stop removal 
of trees and other natural features; trails should 
be about connecting with nature!

 ■ I cannot stress enough how important that this 
project is to improving the overall experience of 
living in this area. Many BC areas have developed 
some great trail systems and are now enjoying the 
economic and health benefits for all. Connecting 
young people to their natural environment as 
well as encouraging an active lifestyle benefits 
everyone. In order to minimize the motorized 
conflict, I think that it would be great to officially 
recognize and sign some of the ATV trails that 
see lots of use in the area too such as the Mud 
Creek area near Big Bam, the Beatton River Valley 
area so that they can be maintained and also to 
monitor to ensure no excessive damage is being 
done to creeks, etc. during wet weather. As a side 
note, it would still be great to see the portion of 
Cactus Loop Trails that are not on private land 
officially recognized as well since they already 
exist and are purpose built for mountain biking.

 ■ This is a great starting point. Let's get something 
started that is affordable and build it up from 
there. Items like signage, benches, picnic areas 
etc. are a great place for “donations.” The general 
pathway location and approval from land owners 
should be the main focus. A path can be used 
in its natural state for years, if that is what is 
affordable and finishes and fixtures added as 
budget allows.

 ■ Great idea! What a way to better the FSJ area!
 ■ Don’t like that dog owners don’t pick up after 

their dog.
 ■ No motorized vehicles. Snowmobiles, ATVs, etc.
 ■ Great idea, looking forward to using this trail:)

 ■ There are limited areas that people can run or 
bike around Dawson Creek.  Most of the roads 
don’t have good shoulders and drivers tend not to 
respect cyclists or runners.  The community will 
benefit by providing more safe spaces for people 
to bike, walk or run and it may encourage more 
active lifestyles in all ages of citizens including 
children and the elderly.

 ■ For horse owners, this would allow kids to get 
to the Lakota Centre from Pouce Coupe. Now 
their only choice is to ride down the highway 
and cross unsafely at Bissett Creek bridge. Horse 
people really need a trail. Not everyone can afford 
a horse trailer to get to the main place where 
horses are shown in South Peace area. Horses 
used to be able to cross under the Bissett Creek 
bridge from the PC Park, and cross the Bissett 
Creek where the old bridge used to be. Now there 
is a fence up with rip rap next to it so horses can’t 
use this route any more. Plus, someone dug up 
trees in the area to the west of the bridge where 
the horses would walk along the trail to meet 
Clark Rd., leaving huge, dangerous holes in the 
ground. I believe it was Pouce Coupe that allowed 
the trees to be dug but didn’t make sure the holes 
were filled in. The old gymkhana grounds off the 
Park are owned by McDonald’s family – should 
lease or buy that little bit of land and use it again 
for gymkhanas, etc.

 ■ We use the trails along the bypass and connecting 
the communities. We bike and or run in the 
summer for transportation and pleasure. We 
love the added water fountain on 100th by the 
Mormon church and think it was a great addition/
insight. We can get to most places in and around 
the city using the trails and neighbourhood 
streets. It helps us feel safe and stay out of 
the way of traffic. We feel very proud of our 
community for putting more thought into city 
planning and making it green, accessible and 
connected. It’s something we discuss and brag 
about to family and friends elsewhere.

 ■ Not in the scope of this project, but in the future 
I personally would like to see a trail from Fort St. 
John to Taylor given the number of people who 
commute from Taylor for work and/or activities.

 ■ A nature walk.
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 ■ Could there be opportunities for volunteers 
throughout this project?  This could increase 
ownership and oversight of the trail. Thanks for 
the opportunity for input!

 ■ As previously mentioned, I feel that there are 
countless trails in our area that could be signed, 
mapped, and used for outdoor recreation, that 
would take people into nature and off the side of 
the highway. These trails are mostly used by ATVs.

 ■ Bike trails and walking paths really do make a city 
more livable, enjoyable, and safe. Fort St. John 
has done a great job of adding to their trails. As 
a life long resident, I never thought I would see 
that happen, and I am so happy to see the high 
number of all kinds of users at any time of day.  
Please make the Charlie Lake trail a reality...If you 
build it, they will use it!  And thanks!!!

 ■ If theres no lights it will be dangerous.
 ■ Bottom line – Charlie Lake needs more trail 

systems. The roads/highways are too dangerous 
especially in the winter. I know many people who 
drive into Fort St. John to use their trail systems.  
This project excites me simply because of the 
thought Charlie Lake may get more trails.

 ■ Keep it close to nature.
 ■ Thanks for making a trail so I don’t have to ride on 

the highway.
 ■ It would be so great to have a safe trail for 

horses!! It is dangerous to ride horses in the ditch 
and it is dangerous to walk the shoulder.. I have 
done this a number of times to go to work in 
the city. Imagine if FSJ was the city that invited 
the country in! The tourism opportunities could 
be amazing. Imagine if you could come to FSJ 
and take a cart ride to Charlie Lake for the day. 
Imagine if we could ride to town and spend a few 
hours at Centennial Park. Imagine if tourists could 
easily interact with the city's rural backbone

 ■ Rotary Trails around the city are great. Need to 
connect between the area north of Alaska Hwy 99 
Ave to 80 Ave. Should circle the town.

 ■ I’ve walked the ditch from FSJ to CL and thought 
that it would be nice to have a trail even along the 
fence line. Hopefully the quads don’t ruin it.

 ■ No connection to the city please.
 ■ Long distance trail systems – not just a point A to 

point B.

 ■ Any trails would be great. Keep the ATVs off of 
the trails. There was a horrific accident where 
speeding 4 wheelers came up on our daughter’s 
friend while she was riding her horse on a local 
trail. The 1 wheeler rounded a corner at dusk 
and did not see the teens on their horses ahead. 
The 1st quad ran smack into the girls horse’s hind 
quarters knocking the teen off of the horse and 
breaking the horses hind leg. The teen was badly 
shook up but was OK.  The horse was euthanized 
on the spot. We don’t need to waste tax dollars.

 ■ It would be even more fantastic to link the trail on 
the east of the hospital along the back of all the 
businesses along the Airport Road to 269 Road 
and then along the frontage to the airport. There 
are 100s of people who work out that way that 
would love a safe way to walk or ride bicycles or 
snow shoe to work!! Many co-workers used to try 
to ride bikes to work, but it is a truck bypass and 
there is no shoulders so it is very unsafe to walk or 
bike that route!

 ■ Really would like to see some horse trails. The 
banks of the Peace and the Beatton would 
provide great riding experiences. We have so 
many horse people in this area and yet there is no 
infrastructure that supports this use.

 ■ As for accessibility, please get in touch with The 
Dawson Creek Society for Community Living and 
SPARC BC.

 ■ How well will the trail be maintained? Will it be 
plowed in the winter?

 ■ The Northern Trails Heritage Society is connecting 
the museums in the PRRD region and the 
Northern Rockies Region. All developed trails 
and point of historical interest will be part of the 
heritage information provided to tourists and 
residents alike. Please include all the museums 
along with the outdoor and environmental 
enthusiasts in your discussion and development 
with trails. For a complete list of contacts, please 
email the Chair of the NTHS. 

 ■ Excited to hear about this project.
 ■ Hope the trails come sooner, rather than later!
 ■ It is a good idea.
 ■ Get as much feedback as possible. First Nations 

interpretation. Keep it natural looking. Upkeep is 
key!
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