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First Medical Response & Road Rescue Services in the 
Charlie Lake Fire Protection Area

The Peace River Regional District is seeking the community’s opinion on whether to provide road rescue and 
first medical response services in your area.  

Meet with us at the Charlie Lake Community Hall on Wednesday, February 26, 2020 to find out more 
information and to provide your feedback.

Establishing Road Rescue and First Medical Response 
Services 

In rural areas of BC structural fire protection is provided by fire 
departments through contract with neighboring municipalities or 
non-profit societies or directly delivered by regional districts or 
improvement districts.  Only those rural communities that have 
received elector approval for the service (i.e., have gone to a vote or 
other elector approval process), receive the service and as such not all 
areas of rural BC receive fire protection.  

Road rescue and first medical responder (FMR) services are often 
delivered by fire departments or non-profit “rescue” organizations.  
In some instances these services are delivered through contract with 
municipal fire departments or they may be delivered by rural fire 
departments if approved by the electors. 

In the case of the Charlie Lake Fire Department, in 1980 when the Charlie Lake Fire Protection service was 
established by a vote of the electors, only the provision of fire protection was approved. Therefore at this time, 
only those activities related to “fire protection” can be provided by the Department.  

If there is sufficient interest from the community to provide additional services such as road rescue and/or first 
medical response then the Regional District will undertake an elector approval process to amend the bylaw 
that outlines the scope of services provided by the Department to the service area.
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What is Road Rescue?

In BC when there is a vehicle accident on a public roadway that requires rescue services, fire departments or 
non-profit road rescue associations attend the scene to assist BC Ambulance and/or the RCMP to conduct the 
safe rescue of patients and ensure that they are transferred into the care of BC Ambulance.  Road rescue areas 
have defined boundaries where rescue organizations (fire departments or associations) respond to ensure that 
there is no duplication or overlap. 

These rescue organizations are reimbursed by the Province of BC in accordance with their road rescue 
reimbursement policies to respond to calls outside of their fire protection areas, however, the amount 
reimbursed often falls short of the cost to provide the service.  As such local taxpayers often must subsidize 
the service through taxation to provide the service within their fire protection areas, as they do throughout BC 
today. 

In the North Peace the following fire departments provide this service:

•	 Hudson’s Hope – Hudson’s Hope to Attachie
•	 Taylor – portion of Baldonnel and Two Rivers to Kiskatinaw Bridge
•	 Fort St John - portion of Baldonnel and Two Rivers to the Sikanni Chief Bridge
•	 Fort Nelson - Sikanni Chief Bridge to the border 

Currently the Charlie Lake Fire Department does not provide road rescue services within or outside of their fire 
protection boundaries. If the Department were to provide road rescue services within their fire protection area 
(and any expanded areas), it would mean the department would respond to an extra 15-20 calls per year, with 
calls having an average duration of 60 minutes.

In order to provide the service, members will maintain auto extrication training at an estimated annual cost 
of $2,500.  Equipment to perform the service would include auto extrication tools at a cost of approximately 
$37,000 which would need to be purchased and replaced generally every 10 years.  Members would also need 
to continue with FMR training in order to treat patients involved in a vehicle accident should the Department 
arrive on scene prior to BC Ambulance. Small upgrades to medical kits and automated external defibrillators 
(AEDs) would be needed for all front line vehicles at a cost of approximately $10,000 with a variety of the 
supplies replaced each year.

The overall cost of the service on an annual basis is estimated at $23,500 with start-up costs of $47,000.
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What is First Medical Response?

First Medical Response (FMR) is performed by a number of fire departments in BC who supplement and 
support ambulatory services provided by BC Ambulance.  Typically fire departments who provide the service 
often only respond to Red and Purple calls, and Orange calls only when ambulances are significantly delayed. 

In doing so, these fire departments often are dispatched automatically when there is a Purple or Red call and if 
arriving on scene prior to BC Ambulance, they will provide care to the patient until BC Ambulance can arrive to 
continue to care for the patient and transport them to the nearest hospital. Some fire departments would also 
respond to other types of calls if requested by BC Ambulance when they anticipate a prolonged delay in their 
own response. 

If Charlie Lake Fire Department were to provide the service in the existing fire protection area and any 
expanded areas, it is estimated that it would increase the department’s total call volume by 35-50% or up to an 
additional 35-50 calls per year - currently the Department responds to 100-115 calls per year.  Typically most 
FMR calls take place between 10:00 am and mid-night each day and most day-time calls would be responded 
to by existing Department staff. 

In accordance with WCB requirements, a number of Charlie Lake Fire Department members are currently 
trained to provide medical assistance to their own members in the case of an injury while responding to a call, 
however, 5-10 members would need to be trained or re-certified each year at a cost of $50/person in addition 
to annual supplies. 

Note that fire departments who provide this service do not receive any financial reimbursement of costs from 
the Province of BC or any provincial agency.  The cost to provide the service is solely borne by the local tax 
payer, however, much of the training and equipment costs are already included in the annual budget as per 
WCB requirements. 

The overall cost of the service on an annual basis is estimated at $30,250 with start-up costs of $10,000.

Purple

Immediately Life Threatening
ex. Heart Attack

Red

Immediately Life Threatening
or Time Critical
ex. Chest Pain

Orange

Urgent / Potentially Serious, but 
not Immediately Life Threatening

ex. Abdominal Pain

Yellow

Non-Urgent 
(not serious or life threatening)

ex. Sprained Ankle

Green

Non-Urgent 
(not serious or life threatening)
ex. May be Treated at the Scene

Blue

Non-Urgent 
(not serious or life threatening)

ex. No Emergency Response Required
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About the Charlie Lake Fire Department

Operated directly by the Peace River Regional District since 2012, the Charlie Lake Fire Department currently 
provides fire protection services to the communities of Charlie Lake and Grandhaven.  The Department is 
staffed by a full time Fire Chief and full time Deputy Chief and boasts an annual membership of approximately 
30 highly trained volunteer firefighters. 

Training: Firefighters are trained to the National Fire Protection Association Standard of 1001 Level 2 – this 
is the same level as full time, career firefighters in municipal fire departments.  This training takes 12 months 
to complete and is only the start of their training.  Firefighters continue to expand their knowledge and skills 
throughout their entire career in the fire service by training on forcible entry, pumps and pumping, emerging 
technology, strategies and tactics, and new safety procedures.   Training is conducted every Thursday evening 
throughout the year with specialty courses often being provided over weekends.

Level of Service: Due to the high level of training that the Department achieves and maintains, the 
Department is considered a “full service” fire department as defined by the BC Office of the Fire Commissioner.  
This is the same level of service as most “career” fire departments achieve. This means that they are trained to 
conduct both exterior and interior fire suppression and fire rescue services. 

Apparatus: Currently the Charlie Lake Fire Department utilizes the following apparatus
•	 two command vehicles (4x4 pickup’s) - one is utilized during wildfire season as a brush truck and has 

small water tank with pump and wild land firefighting tools
•	 one dedicated brush truck set up for wildfire response
•	 one side x side wildfire response unit equipped with small water tank with pump and wild fire fighting 

tools
•	 one rescue vehicle with rope rescue and fire fighter rehab and decontamination
•	 two engines

o Engine 1- 1999 Fort Garry, 1000 gal water tank and 1050GPM Pump to be replaced by HUB 
custom Engine in 2020 

o Engine 2- 2006 Sterling HUB, 2000 gal water tank and 1050 GPM pump. Due to be replaced in 
2030

•	 three water tenders 
o Tender 1- 2012 Rosenbauer with 1500 gal water tank due to be replaced in 2032, 
o Tender 2 - 1987 Superior with 1000 gal water tank, due to be replaced in 2020 with new Fort 

Garry Tender. 
o Tender 3 - 1996 International with 1500 gal water tank, due to be replaced in 2028 
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Note that front line equipment is generally replaced at 20 years 
of age in order to maintain requirements set out by the Fire 
Underwriters of Canada (so that homes and businesses can 
receive credits on their insurance) and to ensure maximum 
operability. Equipment greater than 20 years of age may 
continue be used to support the front line equipment. Given 
that Charlie Lake Fire Protection area only has 2 low flow 
hydrants, it is important to maintain and utilize our older 
equipment to shuttle water during a fire response.

Current level of service:
•	 Structural fire protection: responding to fires impacting 

homes, farms and businesses

•	 Interface fire protection: responding to fires in the 
“interface” between the community and the forest 
lands.  Often local fire departments will work closely 
with the BC Wildfire Service.

•	 Prevention and public education: conducting reviews 
with businesses in the area to learn about their 
structures and any hazards that may exist which could 
impact the strategies employed during a fire response; 
conducting public education through open houses, 
classroom visits, etc. 

Average response times: Currently the Department’s 
average response time is 15 minutes. 

Fire Chief Edward Albury

250-785-1424
edward.albury@prrd.bc.ca

Deputy Fire Chief Ron Schildroth

250-785-1424
ron.schildroth@prrd.bc.ca
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What are my taxes used for?
Taxes collected for the Charlie Lake Fire Department service area used for:

•	 training new and existing members 
•	 purchasing equipment and supplies 
•	 testing and maintaining equipment to ensure that it is safe and 

meets NFPA and WCB requirements
•	 contributing funds to a capital reserve to replace equipment in the 

future as it ages out
•	 use of water from hydrants
•	 public education and prevention
•	 overhead: wages, building maintenance, volunteer pay, licenses 

and utilities

What does ‘Assessed 
Value’ mean?

Assessed Value is the amount that 
your property is worth. Tax rates are 
set based on the assessed value of 
your property, meaning people whose 
property is worth more will pay more 
in taxes. 

Who assesses my 
property?

Property assessment are completed by 
BC Assessment each year and are 
not set by the PRRD. Find out more 
about property assessment by visiting       
www.bcassessment.ca

2019 Requisition  Tax Rate 2020 Proposed Requisition  Est. Tax Rate 
$759,308.00  $           0.6562 $772,097.00  $               0.6454 

Assessed Value  2019 Taxes Assessed Value  2020 Taxes 
$150,000.00 $98.43 $150,000.00 $96.81 
$300,000.00 $196.86 $300,000.00 $193.62 
$450,000.00 $295.29 $450,000.00 $290.43 
$600,000.00 $393.72 $600,000.00 $387.24 

In order to provide Road Rescue and First Medical Response, the PRRD 
must receive approval from the tax payers as these services will result in 
tax increases for those within the Charlie Lake Fire Protection Area. The 
costs below don’t currently include Road Rescue and First Medical Response.

Current 2019 / 2020 Tax Rates (without New Services)
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Road Rescue 1st Year Start-up 
Costs (equipment) Est. Tax Rate Road Rescue Annual 

Operations Est. Tax Rate
Road Rescue 1st Year 

Start-up Costs Plus 1st Year 
Operations

Est. Tax Rate in 
1st Year

$47,000.00  $                      0.0393 $23,500.00  $           0.0196 $70,500.00  $                0.0589 

Assessed Value Taxes Assessed Value Taxes Assessed Value Taxes
$150,000.00 $5.90 $150,000.00 $2.94 $150,000.00 $8.84 
$300,000.00 $11.79 $300,000.00 $5.88 $300,000.00 $17.67 
$450,000.00 $17.69 $450,000.00   $8.82 $450,000.00 $26.51 
$600,000.00 $23.58 $600,000.00 $11.76 $600,000.00 $35.34 

First Medical Response 1st Year 
Start-up (equipment) Est. Tax Rate First Medical Rescue 

Operations Est. Tax Rate
First Medical Response 1st 

Year Start-Up Costs Plus 1st 
Year Operations

Est. Tax Rate in 
1st Year

$10,000.00  $                      0.0084 $30,250.00  $           0.0253 $40,250.00  $                0.0337 

Assessed Value Taxes Assessed Value Taxes Assessed Value Taxes
$150,000.00 $1.26 $150,000.00 $3.80 $150,000.00 $5.06
$300,000.00 $2.52 $300,000.00 $7.59 $300,000.00 $10.11 
$450,000.00 $3.78 $450,000.00 $11.39 $450,000.00   $15.17 
$600,000.00 $5.04 $600,000.00   $15.18 $600,000.00   $20.22 

Combined Road Rescue & First 
Medical Response 1st Year Start-

up Costs Plus Operations
Est. Tax Rate

Road Rescue & First 
Medical Response 2nd 

year Operations
Est. Tax Rate

$110,750.00  $                      0.0926 $53,750.00  $           0.0449 

Assessed Value Taxes Assessed Value Taxes
$150,000.00 $13.89 $150,000.00 $6.74 
$300,000.00 $27.78 $300,000.00 $13.47 
$450,000.00 $41.67 $450,000.00 $20.21 
$600,000.00 $55.56 $600,000.00 $26.94 

 based on 2020 current assessments 

Estimated Costs for New Services



Dawson Creek Head Office

PO Box 810 (1981 Alaska Avenue)
Dawson Creek, BC 
V1G 4H8

Telephone: 250-784-3200
Toll-free: 800-670-7773
Fax:  250-784-3201
E-mail:  prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca

Fort St John Office

9505 100 Street
Fort St. John, BC 
V1J 4N4

Telephone:  250-785-8084
Toll-free 800-670-7773
Fax:  250 785-1125
E-mail: prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca

Website

prrd.bc.ca

        Peace River Regional District Official Page


