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Introduction
The purpose of this report is to provide
background information for the Regional
Agricultural Plan. The Background Report is
a foundation document for the Regional
Agricultural Plan. The report presents:
1. an overview of the Regional District
2. selected agricultural statistics and maps
describing the extent of agriculture in
the Regional District
3. the current context including
agricultural capability and a summary of
legislation affecting the industry
4. a view to the future, including issues of
concern, a vision and key strategy areas
where eventual options for policy and
action will be developed.

Overview of the Regional
District
The Peace River Regional District is located
in North‐East British Columbia on the
prairie side of the Rocky Mountains. The
boundaries contain approximately twelve
million hectares (46,000 square miles) of
land, 11% within the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Most of the population, 70%,
resides in the urban municipalities of Fort
St. John, Dawson Creek, Tumbler Ridge,
Chetwynd, Hudson’s Hope, Taylor and
Pouce Coupe. Most of the agricultural land
is located in the rural areas surrounding the
main population centres.

The topography of the area varies from
Rocky Mountains in the west to the Interior
Plains in the eastern sections. Most of the
land is drained by the Peace River or its
tributaries. The northern portion of the
Regional District is drained by tributaries of
the Fort Nelson River.
The Peace River Regional District provides
local government services to approximately
60,000 people in seven incorporated
municipalities and four electoral areas.
Often for convenience and point of
orientation, and established by custom over
the years, the PRRD uses three sub‐regions
identified by the nearest nodal community
or service area. In this context, West Peace
is identified by those in the Chetwynd area,
North Peace by those who look to Fort St.
John as their nodal community, and South
Peace is identified with Dawson Creek.
Working cooperatively, the electoral areas
and member municipalities of the Regional
District provide a wide range of services
including:
 noxious weed control
 regional and community recreation
 fire protection
 regional solid waste management
 rural water services
 sewage collection and disposal
 parks
 building inspection
 television rebroadcasting.
The Regional District is a federation of
urban and rural areas and is governed by a
12‐member Board. Eight of the Directors
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Figure 1. The Peace River Regional District
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are appointed by the seven municipalities
and the other four are elected by voters in
the four electoral areas.
The economy of the Regional District is
varied. The following sectors are
represented:
 agriculture
 tourism
 manufacturing
 petroleum exploration and
development
 hydro‐electric power generation
 forestry
 mining.
Recent economic developments include an
increase in tourism, mining of coal
resources in the Rocky Mountain foothills,
increased use of aspen in pulp and wood
products, diversification in the agricultural
sector, and an increase in natural gas and
petroleum exploration, development and
processing. To learn more about the PRRD
see http://prrd.bc.ca/about/index.php .

History of Agriculture
The Peace River region is the only part of
British Columbia east of the Rocky
Mountains and partially in the high plains
division of the Great Plains of North
America, giving it a unique, prairie‐like
environment compared to the rest of the
province.1 The Doig River First Nation,

1

Farstad, L., T.M. Lord, A.J. Green and H.J. Hortie. 1965.
Soil Survey of the Peace River Area in British Columbia.
Vancouver, B.C.: University of British Columbia

Blueberry First Nation, and Halfway River
First Nation were the first settlers with
archeological artifacts dating back more
than 10,000 years. These First Nations have
moved throughout the region from the
Rocky Mountains to the plains of Alberta
following animal migrations, seasonal plant
growth, hunting, trapping and fishing
availability, and harvesting berries and
plants throughout the year. Today, the First
Nations’ people in the Peace River region
continue to practice traditional forms of
hunting, trapping, and fishing.
The first European settlement of the area
began in 1792, when Sir Alexander
MacKenzie of the North West Fur Company
left Fort Chipewyan to reach the Pacific
Coast. He crossed the Rocky Mountains
through the Peace River Pass. A fur trader
and explorer, Mackenzie’s trip led to the
expansion of the fur trade in the Peace
River region and the establishment of Rocky
Mountain Fort, the first non‐native
settlement in mainland British Columbia.
The fur trade expanded throughout the
region and new trading posts were
established along the Peace River. Some
still exist, including one in Fort St. John,
established in 1805.
The agricultural potential of the region was
first documented by Canada Pacific Railway
surveyor Charles Horetzky in 1873 while
determining the railway's route as it
crossed the country. Horetzky supported
building the railway line through the Peace
Department of Agriculture and Research Branch, Canada
Department of Agriculture.

6
Background Report‐ November, 2014

region, as it would open up the fertile area
for agriculture. According to the Royal
British Columbia Museum, the first
agricultural producer who settled in the
region was Hector Tremblay, a French‐
Canadian. Arriving in 1889 and settling near
Pouce Coupe, Tremblay cultivated about
four hectares and produced grain, forage
and kept a herd of cattle.
When the federal government opened up
the “Peace River Block” for homesteaders
between 1907 and 1912, other agricultural
producers came to the region and settled
on the fertile agricultural lands. Small
settlements, including Pouce Coupe and
Dawson Creek, took shape throughout the
region.2 The first families found the land to
be well‐suited to growing grains,
vegetables, and forage for cattle and
horses. The warm microclimate and longer
daylight hours during the growing season
gave the Peace River region some of the
best agricultural land in the province.
Despite the challenges of agricultural
production away from large market centres,
agriculture is important to the Peace River
region. Throughout the 20th century,
producers in the Peace played an important
role supplying food and forage to Northern
BC. Early market gardens were cultivated in
the rich soils along the Peace River
providing fruits, vegetables, cereals, and
forage otherwise not available in Northern
BC. The region is also an important
producer of creeping red fescue seed, first
2

Heritage BC Stops. Dawson Creek. Heritage BC.
http://www.heritagebcstops.com/peace‐river‐
tour/dawson‐creek (accessed January 5, 2013).

produced in Canada in the 1930’s. Much of
the research associated with creeping red
fescue came from the Agriculture Research
Station at Beaverlodge, Alberta. The seed
thrives in the Peace River region’s long
sunny days and cool evenings. Today, the
Peace region produces more forage, grain
(barley, oats, wheat), seed, and canola than
any other region of British Columbia. Cattle
ranching is also well established in the
region, and game production remains in the
area ‒ particularly bison production.3
Since the early days of settlement,
agriculture has been a way of life in the
Peace River Regional District. The
agricultural capability of the area has
allowed agricultural families to thrive
despite harsher winters and location away
from larger urban centres and the markets
they create. The importance of agriculture
is evident from the resiliency and
entrepreneurial spirit of the agricultural
producers in the region.

The Regional Agricultural Plan
The Peace River Regional District is
developing a Regional Agricultural Plan to
be adopted by the Regional District Board
upon recommendation from the Electoral
Area Directors’ Committee. The Regional
Agricultural Plan will be developed in
consultation with the community and with
the advice and guidance of the Regional
District’s Agricultural Advisory Committee.
3

The British Columbia Agriculture in the Classroom
Foundation. 2008. The Regions. In Grow BC: A Guide to
BC’s Agriculture Resources. Abbotsford, BC.
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The purpose of the Regional Agricultural
Plan is to guide the Regional District in
encouraging and supporting agricultural
activity both within and outside of the
Agricultural Land Reserve.

Agriculture in the
PRRD
Agricultural census data were reviewed for
the past five census periods: 1991, 1996,
2001, 2006, and 2011. Data from a climate
adaptation study in the PRRD was also
incorporated.4

Land in the Agricultural Land
Reserve
In British Columbia, there are 4,623,841 ha
(11,425,354 ac) included in the ALR and
27% of BC’s ALR land is located in the Peace
River Regional District. The map in Figure 2
illustrates land in the Agricultural Land
Reserve in the PRRD. The total land area of
the PRRD is about 12 million hectares
(actually 11,933,660 ha or 29,487669 ac),
with 1,288,967 ha (3,184,993 ac), or 11% of
the entire land base, in the Agricultural
Land Reserve.
The agricultural land in the ALR is clustered
in the east/central part of the Regional
4

Peace Region: BC Agriculture & Climate Change, Regional
Adaptation Strategies series, BC Agriculture and Food
Climate Action Initiative, July, 2013 Initiative

District and around the areas where the
largest numbers of people are living,
namely in the communities of Fort St John,
Dawson Creek, and other municipalities
relatively close to these larger centres.

Land Use and Land in
Agricultural Production
According to the 2011 Census of
Agriculture, 823,498 ha (2,034,836 ac) are
in agricultural production in the PRRD,
which accounts for 64 % of the region’s
Agricultural Land Reserve. In British
Columbia, 2,611,382 ha (6,452,636 ac) are
in agricultural production, 56% of the ALR.
Table 1 indicates that since 1991 the
amount of land in agricultural production in
the PRRD has been relatively stable with the
amount in production in 1991 virtually the
same as the amount in 2011. The years in
Table 1. Land in the PRRD in
Agricultural Production
Year

Ha

Ac

1991

823,977

2,036,091

1996

837,183

2,068,724

2001

868,599

2,146,354

2006

885,485

2,188,081

2011

823,498

2,034,907

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River
Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.5
and 2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture

between provide for a steady increase in
the amount of land in production. Between
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Figure 2. PRRD Agricultural Land Reserve

2006 and 2011, the PRRD experienced a 7%
decline in the amount of land in agricultural
production. However, it should be noted
that much of the data outlined in Table 1 is
based on information collected by Statistics
Canada using a “self‐reporting”
methodology. Also, some information can
be subject to “rounding” if actual reporting

of the data is deemed to create privacy
issues. Despite the increases in production
reported for the years between 1996 and
2006, we recognize some changes may be
related to collection processes used.
The map in Figure 3 indicates land in
agricultural production (crops and pasture)
9
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Figure 3. Crops and Pasture in the PRRD
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Figure 4: Agro‐Forestry and Agriculture in the PRRD

11
Background Report‐ November, 2014

Also noted in Figure 4 is the amount of
agro‐forestry activity occurring within the
Agricultural Land Reserve and within the
PRRD. Land used for agro‐forestry is some
three times more than land used for
agriculture and, although data is not
specifically available to confirm, a large
amount of land within the ALR is also
currently being used for agro‐forestry.
This suggests considerable land may be
available for further agricultural production
in the future, should producer interest and
potential economic benefits encourage that
production.

Figure 5. Farms in the PRRD,
1991‐2011
1,900

Number of farms

in 2011, according to the Annual Crop
Inventory. It is noted there are considerable
lands in agricultural production, mainly
used for pasture, that lie outside of the
Agricultural Land Reserve. These lands are
often Crown Lands made available to
ranchers for pasturing cattle.

1,823

1,800
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1,774
1,699
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1,400
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Year
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River
Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.5 and
2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture

Farms are substantially larger in the PRRD
than in other parts of British Columbia
(more than 4 times larger) and the size is
continuing to increase, consistent with
national and provincial trends. In 2011, the
average farm size in the PRRD was 537.5 ha
(1,328 ac). In comparison, the average
provincial farm size then was 132 ha (326
ac). Figure 6 shows the change in PRRD’s
farm size between 1991 and 2011.

Number of Farms and Farm Size

Hectares

According to agricultural census data, there
were 1,532 farms in the PRRD in 2011.
There were 19,759 farms in British
Columbia, about 8% of which are located in
the PRRD. Generally, both in Canada and
British Columbia, farm numbers have been
declining. Figure 5 shows this is also the
trend in the PRRD although farm numbers
between 1991 and 2006 actually increased
modestly. However, they fell again by 162
farms, or by almost 10%, between 1991 and
2011.

Figure 6. Average Farm Size in
the PRRD, 1991‐2011
560
540
520
500
480
460
440
420

1991 1996 2001 2006 2011
Year
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River
Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.5 and
2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.
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Main Field Crops
Figure 7. Area (ha) of Field Crops in the PRRD, 2011
As illustrated in Figure 7,
seven main field crops
dominate crop production in
the PRRD (wheat, oats,
barley, alfalfa, other tame
hay and fodder crops, canola
and forage seed) and they
account for 98% of crop
production. Alfalfa and tame
hay/fodder are grown
extensively in the Peace River
Regional District, dominating
the major crops.

14,577

Hectares

Oats

33,593
29,568

Barley
Alfalfa

15,985

43,916

All other Tame Hay &
Fodder crops
Canola

93,092

Forage Seed for seed

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River Regional District Agricultural
Overview. July 2008, p.8 and 2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.

Figure 8. Area of Alfalfa and
Tame Hay /Fodder Crops in the
PRRD, 1991‐2011
Alfalfa

Wheat

30,487

Other Tame Hay & Fodder

100,000
90,000
80,000
70,000
60,000
50,000
40,000
30,000
20,000
10,000
0

1991 1996 2001 2006 2011
Year
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River
Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.8
and 2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.

As noted in Figure 8, in 2011, alfalfa was
grown on more than 90,000 hectares with a
steady increase in the number of hectares
growing alfalfa from 1991 to 2011.
Although tame hay/fodder crops were also
grown on a large number of hectares (more
than 60,000 in 1991) the number of
hectares growing tame hay/fodder crops
has been declining. In 1991, tame
hay/fodder crops were grown on more
hectares than alfalfa but that has altered
over the years to the point where alfalfa is
grown on more than twice as many
hectares as tame hay/fodder. Alfalfa is a
versatile crop with high feed value and may
be the preferred choice for cattle feed over
tame hay/fodder.
The situation with the other five main crops
making up the vast majority of crops grown
in the PRRD is presented in Figure 9. In
13
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BC. Dry field peas
are also noted in
Figure 9 because
the land for their
production has
been increasing. It
is expected that
market conditions
for these various
crops has
influenced the
production
changes.

Figure 9. Area of Other Field Crops
in the PRRD, 1991‐2011
45,000
1991

40,000

1996

35,000

2001

30,000

2006
2011

Hectares

25,000
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
0
Wheat

Oats

Barley

Canola

Dry Field Peas Forage Seed
for seed

Crops
.
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River Regional District Agricultural Overview.
July 2008, p.8 and 2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture

terms of the number of hectares dedicated
to the crop, the amount of land in wheat
production declined from 1991 to 2006 but
increased again in 2011. The area producing
oats has steadily increased over the same
period but barley has been in steady
decline, much like wheat, with a small
increase noted in 2011. Canola was very
popular in 1991, dropped between 1996
and 2006 and climbed again in 2011. Forage
seed production has an extensive history in
the Peace.
The Peace Region Forage Seed Association
was formed in 1995 with the intent to
develop and enhance forage seed
production in the area. As noted in Figure 9,
forage seed production reached its highest
point in 2001 in terms of acreage involved.
The production of forage seed in the PRRD
contributes in an important way to grass
and legume production in both Alberta and

The location of the
various main crops
grown in the PRRD
is identified in
Figure 10.

The main crops tend to be grown
throughout the ALR with concentrations of
one crop occurring, as might be expected,
in some areas, likely due to favourable
growing conditions for that crop or
producer decisions based on an analysis of
potential favourable markets. Crops are
also reported only for 2011 but most crops
are in multi‐crop rotation and the amount
of crop grown will vary from year to year.
Figure 10 also reports considerable
grassland north and west of Pine Valley and
Pine Pass. These are forestry cut blocks
likely regrowing in grass or shrubs. It
should be noted that annual crop inventory
data reported in the map may not fully
match Census of Agriculture data due to
different reporting methods and the time
frame of data collection.

14
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Figure 10. Main Crops Grown in the PRRD
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Vegetable Production

Figure 12. Area (ha) by Type of
Agricultural Product in the PRRD,
2011

In 2011, 16 farms in the Regional District
were involved in vegetable production, as
seen in Figure 11. With the exception of an
increase in 1996 and drop again in 2001,

Crops

Figure 11. Vegetable Farms
in the PRRD, 1991‐2011

268,362

339,848

25
20

15,990
10,406

Pasture
(managed)
Pasture
(unmanaged)
Other

Source: 2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.

15
10
5
0
1991 1996 2001 2006 2011
Year

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River
Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.10
and 2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.

the number of farms growing vegetables
has remained relatively stable between
1991 and 2011. The growing season for
vegetables is short and the risk of early frost
may make growing vegetables more
problematic for producers. However, there
is anecdotal evidence suggesting a growing
demand for local vegetables in the region.
Evidence related to climate changes
suggests increasing daylight and warmer
temperatures for the region which could
contribute to an increase in vegetable
production in the future.

Summer Fallow and Pasture
As previously noted, much of the PRRD
agricultural land is devoted to seven main

crops. However, there are also large
amounts of land in summer fallow or in
pasture, most pasture land being
unmanaged. Figure 12 illustrates the
number of hectares in crops contrasted
with that in managed and unmanaged
pasture. There are more hectares dedicated
to pasture than to the main crops. The
somewhat large “other” category includes
wetlands, woodlands, Christmas trees, and
all other land uses.
Figure 13. Area by Type of
Crop in the PRRD, 1991‐2011
Crops
Summerfallow
Pasture(managed/unmanaged
Other

500000
400000

Hectares

Number of Farms

Summerfallow

178,142

300000
200000
100000
0

1991

1996 2001
Year

2006

2011

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River Regional
District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.7 and 2011 Statistics
Canada Census of Agriculture
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As noted in Figure 13, the relative position
of pasture to crops has not changed from
1991 to 2011 but pasture use declined from
2006 to 2011 whereas crop use modestly
increased during that time period.

Figure 15, the number of cattle increased
from almost 109 thousand to almost 146
thousand head. In 2011, there were
approximately 100,000 head of cattle, a
Figure 15. Cattle in the PRRD, 1991‐2011

Nursery, Sod and Christmas
Trees

160,000

Number of Cattle

140,000

In 2011, there were 18 farms producing
nursery products, sod, and Christmas
trees which is an increase from the six
farms doing so in 1991. Figure 14
provides the details. It is expected most
of the growers of these products sell
their output in local markets.

80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000
0

1991

1996

2001
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2011

Year

Almost 23% of all beef cattle in BC were in
the PRRD in 2006 but numbers have since
declined. From 1991 to 2006, as shown in
Figure 14. Farms Producing Nursery
Products, Sod, and Christmas Trees
in the PRRD, 1991‐2011
Number of Farms

100,000

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River Regional District
Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.11 and 2011 Statistics Canada
Census of Agriculture.

Livestock
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decline of about 9% from 1991. The beef
cattle business lately has been unusually
challenging for ranchers and many have
reduced their cattle holdings.
The combined impact of
finding BSE5 in cattle and
Nursery
subsequent export ban, the
Products
use of feed grain for biofuel
Sod
that increased grain prices for
Christmas
producers and the impact of
Trees
drought causing increased
costs for cattle over‐wintering
have all been factors in the
decline in cattle numbers.

2011

Year
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River Regional District
Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.11 and 2011 Statistics Canada Census
of Agriculture
5

Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy.

17
Background Report‐ November, 2014

Figure 16. Selected Livestock in the PRRD 1991‐2011
14,000
Number of Livestock
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Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.11 and 2011
Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.

Figure 17 shows the number of poultry
(including chickens, chickens for egg
production, turkeys and other poultry) has
varied over the 20‐year time period, but has
increased by 5% between 1991 and

Figure 17. Total Poultry in the PRRD
1991 to 2011

No. of Poultry

Other important livestock in the
Regional District are poultry, sheep and
lambs, horses, bison and bees. As noted
in Figure 16, the number of pigs in the
Regional District has held steady at
about 8,000 but no data was reported
for 2006. The number of bison is almost
as large as the number of pigs and, in
2006, actually exceeded pig numbers
and equalled that for horses and
ponies. In 2011, there were over 7,500
bison, almost 40% more than in 1991.
The number of sheep and lambs was
not reported in 2006 and 2011, but the
numbers had increased between 1991 and
2001.

50,000
45,000
40,000
35,000
30,000
25,000
20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
0
1991

1996

2001

2006

2011

Year
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River Regional
District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.11 and 2011 Statistics
Canada Census of Agriculture.

2011. There was a major decline in poultry
numbers in 2006.
Bee colonies in the PRRD are in decline in
the PRRD and the extent of the decline may
18
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Dollars

not be fully evident by the data
Figure 18 . Gross Farm Receipts in the
presented in Figure 16. According to
PRRD, 1991 to 2011
the BCMA, in the 1970s the Peace
144,384,333
region had about 1 % of
160,000,000
137,595,743
140,000,000
total BC beekeepers, about 10 % of
119,232,746
120,000,000
total BC honey producing colonies,
99,890,284
100,000,000
and produced about 30 % of the BC
77,721,618
80,000,000
total honey crop. Since the late 1980s,
60,000,000
the number of honey producing
40,000,000
colonies has decreased by over 90%,
20,000,000
from 20,000 to less than 2000
0
6
1991 1996
2001 2006 2011
colonies. Although the value of crop
year
pollination by bees may be 10 times
more important than honey
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River
Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.13
production, the PRRD does not have
and 2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.
fruit, berry or vegetable crops that are
dependent on bees for pollination. Climate
interest expenses but exclude wages. In
changes that may result in warmer
1991, wages and operating expenses were
temperatures in the Peace, coupled with
reported as being essentially the same,
longer days already there could increase the
likely an anomaly in the reporting process,
potential for honey production.
and since 1996, operating expenses
increased relative to wages.

Gross Farm Receipts and
Operating Expenses

6

Wages

Dollars

Data in Figure 18 illustrate gross farm
receipts have increased in the PRRD
between 1991 and 2011. With no
adjustment for inflation, gross farm receipts
in the PRRD have increased from about $80
million in 1991 to more than $140 million in
2011. Operating expenses are presented in
Figure 19. Operating expenses include the
purchase of fertilizers, pesticides, seeds and
other plants, livestock, veterinary services,
custom and contract work, repairs and
maintenance, rentals and leasing, and farm

Figure 19. Total Farm Operating
Expenses and Wages in the PRRD,
1991‐2011
Expenses
160,000,000
140,000,000
120,000,000
100,000,000
80,000,000
60,000,000
40,000,000
20,000,000
0

1991 1996 2001 2006 2011
Year
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River
Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.14 and
2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.

Data provided by Paul Van Westendorp, BCMA Provincial
Apiarist.
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Age of Farm Operators

Percent

Figure 20. Farm Operators in the
PRRD by Age Group, 2001‐2011
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70

40
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Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. Peace River
Regional District Agricultural Overview. July 2008, p.6
and 2011 Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture.

Hours of Off‐Farm Work
Despite having larger operations, producers
in the Peace River Regional District are
more likely than BC producers elsewhere to
be working off the farm. According to the
most recent agricultural census, 59% of all
Figure 22. Farm Operators in
the PRRD and BC Reporting Off‐
Farm Work, 2011
PRRD

Year

30

Source: Statistics Canada Census of Agriculture
2001, 2006, 2011.

26
23

25
Percent

As illustrated in Figure 21, 54% of all
agricultural land in the PRRD in 2011 was
owned. The percentage of land owned vs
leased has been relatively stable over the
20‐year period of 1991 to 2011.

50

20

2011

Farm Tenure

Leased

60

Percetm

Data in Figure 20 indicate there are fewer
younger farm operators (less than 35 years
of age) and those 55 years of age and older
are increasing relative to the other age
ranges. The main concern of the industry, in
terms of succession, is the declining number
of young people entering the industry.
The average age of farm operators is
increasing in the Peace River Regional
District, consistent with the situation in
other parts of British Columbia. In 2011, the
average age of farm operators was 54.6
years, compared to 55.7 in BC.

Figure 21. Farmland Owned or
Leased in the PRRD, 1991‐2011

19
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BC

23

10 10

5
0
< 20hours 20 to 40 > 40 hours
Hours of Reported Off-Farm Work
(Weekly)
Source: Statistics Canada Census of
Agriculture 2001, 2006, 2011.
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PRRD producers worked off the farm,
compared to 52% in BC. And, as indicated in
Figure 22, 23% did more than 40 hours of
off‐farm work on a weekly basis. In the
PRRD, there is considerable oil and gas
activity and many producers may be taking
advantage of the opportunities for
supplementing their incomes with well‐
paying jobs off the farm.

The Current
Context
This section provides information on
agricultural capability in the Regional
District. It also includes an outline of the
current legislative framework within which
the Regional Agricultural Plan must be
developed. The legislative framework
provides descriptions of relevant legislation
at the national, provincial and local levels.

Agricultural
Capability
Agricultural capability is a function of soil
characteristics and climate. Soil provides
the nutrients for plant growth and climate
provides the heat units and water. All are
needed for agricultural production.

Soil and Land Classes
The area now known as the Peace River
Regional District was glaciated by both the
Cordilleran and the Keewatin ice sheets

from the west and north east, impacting the
underlying sandstone and shales. Winter
conditions restricted soil formation
processes and winter frosts penetrate
deeply into many soils. The most common
soils are Grey Luvisols developed under
forest vegetation on loamy to clay glacial
till, Luvic Gleysol, Regosol, Eutric Brunisol,
Solod, and Mesisol. Most of the area’s soils
are prone to water erosion and some are
acidic.7
Luvisolic soils typically are found in forested
areas where the parent materials contain
large amounts of clay. The Grey Luvisol
soils tend to have a gentle to strongly
rolling topography on the uplands and
gentle slopes on the plains.8 The Luvic
Gleysol soils are found on the wetter
margins of the Grey Luvisol landscape.
These soils generally lack organic matter
and other nutrients and can be moderately
acidic. Poor natural drainage is common.9
The Regosol soils are the result of relatively
recent flooding of the floodplain. These
soils can be very agriculturally productive.10
The Eutric Brunisol soils occur on glacial
deposits on the terraces of rivers. They
have a coarse texture with low water
holding capacity. These soils can support
forage crops quite well. The Solod soils are
7

B.C. Agriculture & Food. Grain & Oilseed Production:
Peace Region: Snapshot Report, Climate Action Initiative,
BC Agriculture Climate Change Adaptation Risk +
Opportunity Assessment Series. March 2012, p.3.

8

Agriculture and Agri‐Food Canada
http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/taxa/cssc3/chpt08.html

9

Agriculture and Agri‐Food Canada
http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/taxa/cssc3/chpt08.html

10

Agriculture and Agri‐Food Canada
http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/taxa/cssc3/chpt08.html
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one of the soils that are found in the Peace
River lowlands and only in a very few
locations.11 The vegetation cover is usually
trembling aspen, willow, rose, saskatoon
and grasses.
The Mesisol is a peat soil that is moderately
decomposed, overlaying sands, wilts or clay
soils. It is strongly acidic and low in
nutrients.12
The Canada Land Inventory uses seven
capability classifications for agriculture, as
shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Canada Land Inventory
Classifications
Capability
Class
1
2
3
4
5

Description
Optimum potential, full range of
crops
Wide range of crops, some
restrictions
Wide range under good
management
Restricted range, several
limitations
Perennial forage crops, severe
limitations

6

Natural rangeland, no cultivation

7

No agricultural capability

Class One to Class Four land is considered to
be best suited for productive crop‐growing
agriculture. Land classified Five to Seven is
generally considered to be difficult for most

agricultural crops and is often used for
agro‐forestry or as pasture for cattle
production. However, it is important to
note that some agricultural practices, such
as cattle grazing, that is popular in the
Peace, may be quite suitable and
appropriate for land that may have
limitations for certain other crops such as
vegetables, for example. Class One lands
are generally located along the Peace River
and account for only .3 % of the total
Agricultural Land Reserve.
Approximately 8% of the ALR is Class Two
land. These lands are located north of
Clayhurst, south of Dawson Creek, east to
the B.C./Alberta border and west to as far
as Valley View, Kilkerran and South Dawson.
Another band of Class two land is located
north of the Peace River near Cecil Lake,
Flatrock, Rose Prairie, Montney and Charlie
Lake. Other areas of Class two land are in
the area of Halfway Ranch and at various
locations along the Peace River west of Bear
Flat.
Class Three and Class Four lands included in
the ALR are located throughout the
Regional District, and account for 62 % of
the ALR.
Within the PRRD, although most of the
agricultural land in Class One to Class Four
does lie within the ALR, it is important to
note there is land within all of these four
classes lying outside of the ALR. This is
presented in Figures 23 and 24.

11

Agriculture and Agri‐Food Canada
http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/taxa/cssc3/chpt08.html

12

Agriculture and Agri‐Food Canada
http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/taxa/cssc3/chpt08.html
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Figure 23. Land Classifications 1‐4 in the PRRD
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Figure 24. Land Classifications 5‐7 in the PRRD
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As data in Table 3 indicate, of the total
PRRD land in Class One, although most
(82%) is within the ALR, almost one‐fifth
(18%) does not lie within the boundaries of
the Agricultural Land Reserve.

Table 3. Soil Classifications for
Agriculture in the PRRD
Land
Classes

Total Land in
the PRRD\Ha

Percent
ALR

Percent
not ALR

Class 1

5,110

82

18

Class 2

120,908

90

10

Class 3

411,764

90

10

Class 4

492,952

88

12

Source: Agriculture and Agrifood Canada
http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/nsdb/cli/classdesc.html

For land classes Two, Three and Four, the
percentage within the ALR for each class is
higher with classes Two and Three being
90% within the ALR and 88% of Class Four
land being within the ALR.
As expected, there are pockets of land
within the ALR that lie in classes Five, Six, or
Seven. These land classes present more
difficulty for agriculture but may be used
very effectively as rangeland for cattle
production. However, as visually presented
in Figure 24 above, most of the land in
classes 5, 6 and 7 does not lie within the
Agricultural Land Reserve.

Weather and Climate
Agricultural producers spend a lot of their
time watching and worrying about the
weather. Weather occurs on a daily basis
with fluctuations from one year to the next

that may lead to bumper crops, or
significant crop losses.
Climate, however, is different from
weather. Climate refers to long‐term
trends, patterns and averages over time. In
the Peace Region, as with other parts of the
province and the World, climate change is
occurring. While producers are accustomed
to adjusting to weather fluctuations, it is
expected the scope and scale of climate
changes in the Peace will exceed previous
expectations and will impact agriculture in
some important ways. Those impacts, over
the longer term, are expected to be
increasing dry and drought conditions,
increasing precipitation but changing
precipitation patterns, increasing weather
variability and extremes, and increasing
temperatures, growing degree days, and
growing season length. It is anticipated that
climate changes in the future may also
increase the magnitude, frequency and
intensity of extreme events affecting
temperature and rainfall. Cold extremes
may occur less frequently. It is also
expected that Peace River flows may also
increase slightly. With changes to the
snowpack, runoff peaks may occur earlier in
the season with lower discharge later in the
summer. 13
The climate of the PRRD is classified as
“continental” as most of the moist Pacific
air has been lost before it reaches this area.
However, the Peace River Valley does
receive pockets of warm coastal air that
13

Peace Region: BC Agriculture and Climate Change, July
2013, Page 7
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flow through the Rocky Mountains into the
valley. This moderates the climate, giving
the area a longer growing season.14 The
average annual precipitation in the Peace
Region varies between 350 (approximately
14”) and 500 mm (approximately 20 in).
High rates of evapo‐transpiration often
create water deficits and dry soils in late
summer. It is uncertain moisture availability
that is defined as the primary limiting factor
for much of the agricultural land in the
Peace River Valley.15
One of the main reasons for the
favourability of the Peace River Valley’s
climate is that temperatures are higher in
the valley than on the surrounding
plateaux. The maximum growing season
temperature difference between the valley
and the plateau is 2.3 °C. The warmer valley
temperatures contribute to a longer frost‐
free period ‐ often three weeks longer and
sometimes more than six weeks longer than
the surrounding plateau. Yields can also be
enhanced as warmer temperatures
contribute to warmer soils. Within the
valley, temperatures and frost‐free periods
decrease at successively higher elevations.
Therefore, the lowest elevations in the
valley are often able to produce the highest
yields.16
14

University of Victoria. Hydrologic Impacts of Climate
Change on B.C. Water Resources. Summary Report for the
Campbell, Columbia and Peace River Watersheds. Pacific
Climate Impacts Consortium. July 2011, p.2.

The growing season is approximately 100 to
110 days of frost‐free period. The very long
days make up the equivalent of several days
of growth over the growing season and the
dry mid‐summer period promotes rapid
grain ripening and maturity.17 As climate
change continues, it is expected that the
Peace Region growing season will continue
to increase.
Weather stations are located at Chetwynd,
Dawson Creek, and Fort St. John. Some
temperature variations are noted among
the three weather stations, mainly in
average daily temperatures and moisture
levels.
In Chetwynd, temperatures vary from ‐13
to 23. The warm season lasts from May 22
to September 9 with an average daily high
temperature above 17 C. The cold season
lasts from November 16 to February 27
with an average daily high temperature of
‐0C.
In Dawson Creek, the temperature typically
varies from ‐19C to 23C and is rarely
below ‐33C or above 28C. On average,
Dawson Creek has 482 mm (approximately
19”) of precipitation per year. The warm
season lasts from May 18 to September 16
with an average daily high above 16C.
From May to September, the average
precipitation is 309.4 mm (12.1”) or 61.8
mm (2.4”) per month. The cold season lasts

15

Crawford, Erica et al. Grain & Oilseed Production: Peace
Region: Snapshot Report, Agriculture & Food Climate
Action Initiative. March 2012, pp. 3‐4.

16

Chillborne Environmental. An Overview of the Peace
River Valley’s Natural and Cultural Values. Written for
West Moberly First Nations and the Peace Valley
Environment Association. July 2009, p. 41.

17

Chillborne Environmental. An Overview of the Peace
River Valley’s Natural and Cultural Values. Written for
West Moberly First Nations and the Peace Valley
Environment Association. July 2009.
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from November 23 to February 25 with an
average daily high temperature below ‐3C.
In the cold season, there is a 40% chance of
precipitation during a given day, most often
in the form of light snow, moderate snow or
light rain.
The temperature at the Fort St. John
weather station varies from ‐18C to 22C
and is rarely below ‐31C or above 28C.
Fort St. John has 514 mm (20.3”) of
precipitation yearly. The warm season lasts
from May 18 to September 11 with an
average daily high above 15C. During the
warm season, there is an 18% chance that
precipitation will occur at some time during
a given day, most often light rain or
thunderstorms. From May to September,
the average precipitation is 282.7 mm or
56.6 mm per month. The cold season has an
average daily high of ‐4C. In the cold
season, there is a 20% chance of
precipitation during a given day, most often
in the form of light or moderate snow.

Selected Relevant
Legislation
This section presents information about
legislation at the national, provincial, and
regional levels that will have an impact on
the Regional Agricultural Plan.
The National Agricultural Policy
Framework
Growing Forward 2, the most recent
national agricultural policy agreement, lays
the groundwork for coordinated federal‐
provincial‐territorial action over five years

from 2013. It will include three main
initiatives to:





commercialize new products and
technologies
help the industry with assurance
systems such as food safety and
traceability and address achieving new
markets and promotional activities
strengthen agriculture’s adaptation and
profitability in domestic and global
markets.

Growing Forward 2 will maintain a suite of
business risk management programs
designed to help producers withstand
severe market volatility and disasters.
Provincial Agricultural Policy
In 2008, the BC Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands (now the BC Ministry of Agriculture)
released Growing a Healthy Future for B.C.
Families, a new Agriculture Plan for the
province. The Agriculture Plan contains 23
strategies within five overarching themes.
The five themes are:
1. producing local food in a changing
world
2. meeting environmental and climate
challenges
3. building innovative and profitable
family farm businesses
4. building First Nations agricultural
capacity
5. bridging the urban/agriculture divide.
On a local level, the Ministry of Agriculture
has an office in Dawson Creek and one in
Fort St John providing a range of programs
and services to area agricultural producers.
27
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BCMA staff provides expertise in
agricultural renewal, strengthening
agricultural production, and various land
planning initiatives. Ministry staff advocate
for agriculture and for individual producers.
They liaise with other Ministry and federal
government staff on health and quarantine
issues, slaughter waste regulation, and
meat inspection. Staff monitors application
of provincial legislation that affects
agricultural production such as the Farm
Practices Protection Act and others. They
also support producers with various funding
assistance programs.
Agricultural Land Commission Act
In 1973, the provincial government
approved the Agricultural Land Commission
Act establishing a special land use zone, the
Agricultural Land Reserve, to protect land
with agricultural potential in the province.
The ALR encompasses approximately five
percent of the province land base and 11%
of the land in the Peace River Regional
District.
The Agricultural Land Commission Act is
implemented through regulations related to
the Act and through the activities of the
Agricultural Land Commission, an
independent provincial agency. The
Agricultural Land Commission Act takes
precedence over, but does not replace
other legislation and bylaws that may apply
to the land. Local and regional
governments, as well as other provincial
agencies, are expected to plan in
accordance with the provincial policy of
preserving agricultural land.

In 2014, the current provincial government
announced some planned adjustments to
managing the ALR. It is anticipated that
future management of the ALR in the PRRD
will see an increase in the level of local
decision‐making particularly in northern
and interior parts of the province. The
Agricultural Land Commission may also
consider additional local control over sub‐
division through appropriate delegation
agreements.
Agriculture is expected to remain as the
priority use within the ALR. The regulations
define procedures for submitting
applications for inclusion or removal of
land, identifying filing requirements and the
roles of local governments and the
Agricultural Land Commission. Land in the
ALR is subject to provincial regulation
whether private or Crown.
Climate Action Plan
In 2008, the provincial government initiated
its Climate Action Plan with the goal of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 33%
by 2020 and by 80% by 2050. Included in
the Plan is focus on seven sectors having
important environmental impacts, one of
which is agriculture. The objective for the
agricultural sector is to “…work with the
agricultural industry on strategies that may
include digesters to capture methane from
manure, improved fertilizer application,
community biogas digestion/electricity
generation projects, research on biomass
fuel, green city farms and encouraging local
purchase of agricultural products.” An
adaptation strategy for addressing climate
28
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issues in the Peace Region has recently
been completed and is referenced in other
sections of this report.

Farm Practices Protection Act
The Farm Practices Protection Act applies to
farmers who operate in the Agricultural
Land Reserve or in other areas where
farming is permitted by local zoning bylaws.
When producers operate using “normal
farm practices,” the Act protects the
producer against nuisance actions, court
injunctions, or specific nuisance bylaws
related to the operation of the agricultural
business.
Established by the Farm Practices
Protection Act, the Farm Industry Review
Board is the tribunal that considers
complaints from persons aggrieved by
odour, noise, dust, or other disturbances
resulting from agricultural operations, and
encourages settlement of the complaints.
Land Title Act
The Land Title Act authorizes the approving
officer of the Regional District the power to
assess potential impacts of proposed
subdivisions on agricultural land. Before
subdivision approval is given, the approving
officer may require adequate buffering of
agricultural land from the subdivision, or
the removal of unnecessary roads directed
to the Agricultural Land Reserve, to ensure
no unreasonable interference with
agricultural operations.

Livestock Act
The Livestock Act permits establishment of
livestock districts where, with minor
exceptions, livestock may run at large
within the boundaries of the Regional
District. It permits the establishment of
pound districts to allow keepers, peace
officers and others to capture animals at
large within a specified area. The Act also
allows for the sale of unclaimed impounded
animals and the reimbursement of the
keeper. Also, the Act permits the
establishment of Bull Control areas which
are under the direction of a Bull Control
Committee that determines the number,
breed, breeding, quality, and age of bulls
allowed running at large within the area.
BC Water Sustainability Act
The BC Water Sustainability Act, currently
receiving further public input, will replace the
BC Water Act which has been in effect since
1909 and is understood to no longer address
current water issues adequately, such as
groundwater use. The BC Water Sustainability
Act is expected to:








Protect stream health and aquatic
environments
Consider water in land use decisions
Regulate and protect groundwater
Regulate water use during times of
scarcity
Improve security, water use efficiency
and conservation
Measure and report large‐scale water
use
Provide for a range of governance
approaches.
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Local Government Act
The Local Government Act provides the
legislative framework for local
governments. Under the Act, certain
provisions relate to agriculture, such as
those covering community planning, zoning,
nuisance regulations, the removal and
deposit of soil, weed and pest control, and
water use and drainage. Particular sections
of the Act address planning for agriculture.
There may be policy statements in an
Official Community Plan that respect the
maintenance and enhancement of farming
on land in a farming area or in an area
designated for agricultural use. Also, land
use bylaws adopted by a local government
are expected to recognize specific planning
standards for agricultural operations.
Regional districts provide a government for
unincorporated areas and a forum for inter‐
municipal cooperation. This forum, while
set up through the Local Government Act,
proceeds through voluntary agreements
with considerable flexibility, especially with
the ability of each regional district to
develop its own approaches to the delivery
of services for different areas within it.

consumption come from a licensed
slaughter facility and all licensed facilities
must meet new requirements for handling
waste and meat inspection. These
requirements are considerably more
stringent and more costly in terms of
upgrades and new builds, with the result
that some areas have lost access to
slaughter services. A transition program,
developed to assist meat processors to
meet the new standards, expired in 2009.
Trespass Act
The Trespass Act provides for penalties for
persons trespassing on enclosed land. The
Act defines "enclosed land" and "lawful
fence" and places the onus on the owner of
the land to ensure fencing is in place and
legible and visible signs are posted to
prohibit trespassing on the owner's land.
Local Government Legislation
Official Community Plans
The Peace River Regional District currently
operates with five Official Community
Plans:


Peace River Regional District Rural
Official Community Plan By‐law No.
1940, 2011



North Peace Fringe Area Official
Community Plan – Peace River District
Bylaw No. 1870, 2009



Peace River Regional District – West
Peace Official Community Plan Bylaw
No. 1086, 1997

Meat Industry Enhancement Strategy
The BC Meat Industry Enhancement
Strategy was completed in 2004 with a goal
to enhance the licensed meat processing
capacity in British Columbia.
The BC Meat Inspection Regulation came
into effect in September, 2007, after a
three‐year transition period. The Regulation
requires that all meat for sale for human
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Peace River Liard Regional District –
Dawson Creek Rural Area Official
Community Plan Bylaw No. 477, 1986
Peace River Regional District – South
Peace Fringe Area – Official Community
Plan Bylaw No. 2048 (which will replace
Bylaw No. 477 later in 2013)

There is considerable support for
agriculture identified in the plans. In the
Rural Official Community Plan, for example,
numerous goals relate to agriculture,
including:


land use that is supportive of the
agricultural community and its industry



protection of the rural lifestyle which
provides residents with rural
characteristics such as peace, privacy,
friendliness, access to community
facilities, the enjoyment of open space,
and the quiet enjoyment of the land ‒
all of which contribute to a desirable
rural way‐of‐life



effective provision of local and regional
government services to the rural area



a supportive and respectful relationship
with provincial government ministries
and agencies



economic opportunities that benefit
residents and land‐owners



recognition of surface and ground water
sources as critical, life‐sustaining
resources and use of best practices in
preserving, restoring, and protecting
watershed areas



protection of development from
hazardous environmental features



provision of outdoor recreation
opportunities



living sustainably with the natural
environment



promotion and protection of valued
historical and cultural features



achieving reductions in targets for
greenhouse gas emissions.

The Official Community Plan documents all
support agriculture as a primary industry in
the Regional District.
Zoning Bylaws
The Peace River Regional District currently
operates with four Zoning Bylaws:


Peace River Liard Regional District –
Chetwynd Rural Area Zoning Bylaw No
506, 1989 (consolidated December
1993)



Peace River Liard Regional District –
Dawson Creek Rural Area Zoning Bylaw
No. 479, 1986



Zoning Bylaw No. 1000, 1996



Peace River Regional District Zoning
Bylaw No. 1343, 2001

These documents provide definitions and
identify acceptable land uses for land zoned
for agriculture.
In addition to the legislation, there are a
number of active agricultural organizations
in the PRRD that have an influence on
agriculture. Organizations such as the BC
Grain Producers Association, the BC Forage
Producers Association, the BC Peace River
Regional Cattlemen’s Association and the
31
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 Peace River Liard Regional District –
Dawson Creek Rural Area Official
Community Plan Bylaw No. 477,
1986
 Peace River Regional District – South
Peace Fringe Area – Official
Community Plan Bylaw No. (not
adopted as yet), 2011
 Peace River Liard Regional District –
Chetwynd Rural Area Zoning Bylaw
No 506, 1989 (consolidated
December 1993)
 Peace River Liard Regional District –
Dawson Creek Rural Area Zoning
Bylaw No. 479, 1986
 Peace River Regional District Zoning
Bylaw No. 1000, 1996
 Peace River Regional District Zoning
Bylaw No. 1343, 2001

Peace River Forage Seed Association are
active in the region.

The Future
This section explores current issues
impacting agriculture in the PRRD, identifies
suggestions for the benefit and expansion
of agriculture, and presents a vision for the
future and key strategy areas to achieve the
vision. It is based on:


terms of reference for a Regional
Agricultural Plan developed by the
Agricultural Advisory Committee and
supported by the Regional Board



workshop/meetings with the
Agricultural Advisory Committee on
December 18, 2012 and April 16, 2013



telephone interviews completed with 37
stakeholders throughout the Regional
District



thirteen consultation meetings involving
262 participants completed in April and
May, 2013 and September, 2013



additional input provided by email



a review of selected background
documents including:
 Peace River Regional District Rural
Official Community Plan By‐law No.
1940, 2011
 North Peace Fringe Area Official
Community Plan – Peace River
District Bylaw No. 1870, 2009
 Peace River Regional District – West
Peace Official Community Plan
Bylaw No. 1086, 1997

Main Issues
Following are the main issues affecting
agriculture in the PRRD:


producer ability to compete with other
jurisdictions is affected by the BC
carbon tax, higher costs for inputs in the
Peace and inadequate infrastructure
available such as roads and rail service
and processing centres



producer ability to find appropriate
additional land such as acquiring
needed Crown land for pasturing or
other agricultural uses, selected
removal of farmland from agricultural
production, and increasing amounts of
foreign or non‐resident land ownership
for rural estates results in land out of
32
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production or not available to local
producers for purchase, rent or lease


the presence of the oil and gas industry
is having an impact on agriculture by:
 making it more difficult for
agricultural producers to get labour
and other inputs at reasonable cost
 affecting agricultural production by
having wells on agricultural land
 affecting agricultural production
with the cumulative, contributing
effect of additional weeds and
impact on bio‐security
 affecting “sense of community” in
rural areas by contributing to fewer
people in agriculture and creating
additional noise, traffic, and dust
and uncertainty for the future of
agriculture including a capacity to
plan for the future when faced with
a fast‐moving oil and gas industry
 affecting recruitment of young
people to agriculture when higher
paying alternatives are available in
oil and gas
 affecting infrastructure by putting
additional pressure on roads,
railways (reduced capacity for
agriculture), the power grid and
damaging power and telephone
lines
 affecting the future of the area due
to unknown impact of hydraulic
fracturing (fracking) as a means of
gas removal
 creating concerns related to the
removal of pipelines and other
infrastructure when use is

completed and the pipelines are
abandoned.


agriculture does not have appropriate
levels of decision‐maker support and
the decline in producer numbers has
resulted in limited incentives for
producers when compared to other
industries, inattention paid to
agricultural issues at policy decision‐
making levels and rules and “red tape”
that are not “producer friendly”



regulations from the Agricultural Land
Commission and evolution away from
the original four pillars (The Farm
Income Assurance Act, The Agricultural
Credit Act, The Farm Product Industry
Act and the Agricultural Land
Development Act) when the ALCA was
introduced, make it difficult for
producers to expand their businesses or
use their existing land in a “reasonable
manner”



producer ability to expand and grow the
agricultural industry has been affected
by reduced levels of available education,
less research related to agricultural
issues, and reduced extension services
to assist producers with staying current
on agricultural practices



less predictable weather patterns and
increased numbers of extreme weather
events leave producers more vulnerable
to crop damage, risk of new pests,
increasing levels of disease and weeds
and decline in honeybee populations,
and there are insufficient risk
management programs to support
producers facing these additional risks
33
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water availability and assurance of
supply is a concern for the agricultural
industry due to peak water demand in
the growing season (when other water
demands may also be higher) and the
need for water as a fundamental
requirement for agricultural production.

Vision for the Future
Based on a review of the suggestions for
the Regional Agricultural Plan, and with
consideration for the guiding principles, the
following vision for the future of agriculture
in the Peace River Regional District
emerged:

Guiding Principles
The following guiding principles have been
identified. They are designed to guide the
development of the Regional Agricultural
Plan. The Plan will:






contain a vision for the future of
agriculture that will include a
permanent role for agriculture as an
essential component of the physical,
ecological, social, and economic well
being of the Regional District
contain policy and governance items
and recommendations for the future
development of community plans and a
regional growth strategy
identify changes in business
management which could be
implemented by producers or
agricultural organizations



identify strategies to enhance
agriculture in the context of
competition with other land uses such
as oil and gas and forestry and mining



address current issues with policies and
recommendations to ensure the best
possible future for agriculture



identify agricultural business practices
that will help the industry to flourish.

The Peace River Regional District
supports and promotes a vibrant
agricultural community and
protection of agricultural land for a
sustainable and profitable
agricultural industry.

Key Strategy Areas
In order to achieve the vision for the future
of agriculture, the following four main
strategies were identified:
1. Providing A Welcoming Business

Environment
2. Providing Necessary Services and

Infrastructure
3. Supporting A Secure Agricultural Land

Base
4. Supporting Progressive Producer

Management Practices.
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