4.25/23/2018

Presentation to
PRRD
PAU L J E AK I N S
Commissioner and CEO
BC Oil and Gas Commission

Introductions
Dave Nikolejsin – Deputy Minister, MEMPR
Paul Jeakins – Commissioner and CEO
James O’Hanley – Vice President, Applications (in FSJ)
Lance Ollenberger – Vice President, Operations (in FSJ)
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Agenda
• Introduction – About the BC Oil and Gas Commission
• What we’re Hearing and Seeing
• What We’re Doing
• Now What?
• Answers to Provided Questions
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Our Role
Ministry of Energy Mines and Petroleum
Resources establishes overall policy and
legislation for gas and oil development.
Tenure provides the legal right to access
the land.
Other agencies, like Ministry of
Environment and Agricultural Land
Commission establish the overall policy
and legislation for things like water
management.
The BC Oil and Gas Commission is an
operational crown regulator.
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Our Role - Continued
The Commission implements provincial
policy.

The Commission can create operational /
technical regulations.
Not an advocate for the industry.
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What We’re Hearing & Seeing
Associated Quality of Life Issues:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Noise
Dust
Air quality
Seismic events
Light
Vegetation (loss of farmland)
Cumulative impact of all issues within a
small community
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Montney - Agricultural Land Reserve

Industry – South Montney
Encana 
SHELL 
CREW 
CNRL 
ARC 
Tourmaline 
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Activity Levels
Within 15 km of
Farmington:
•

575 Residences

•

73 Facilities

•

559 Active wells
(plus 88 more in
development and
291 authorized) on
roughly 150 well
pads

•

About 50
Residences are
within 500m of an
active well or facility
site.
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Activity Levels - Continued
Within 15 km of
Farmington
•

38 applications

•

32 on private land, 4
on Crown land; and
two on both Crown
and private land.

•

30 applications
belong to Encana; 4
with Arc Resources;
3 with Tourmaline;
Plateau has 1.
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Rapid Activity Increase
Wells Rig 2016
Released

(Seven companies)

128

2017

Completion 2016
Notices
(Five companies)

28

31
131

2017
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Complaints
• There were 246 total complaints to the Commission in
2017 – up from 144 in 2016 and 113 in 2015.
• As of May 23, there have been 112 complaints so far
in 2018.
• The highest number of complaints in 2017, at ~25 per
cent, was for odours, followed by land issues at ~12
per cent, and environmental issues at ~11 per cent.
• How are we dealing with complaints?
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Seismic Activity – Felt Events
Felt Event
April 2017

Felt Event
April 2017

Felt Events
Mar/Jul/Sept 2017
Felt Event
July 2017

Felt Event
April 2018

Seismic Activity – What We Heard
• Recently, series of low magnitude events (between 1.5
and 2.5 on Richter scale) between FSJ and DC.
• Many felt by residents, who were unaware that
hydraulic fracturing could cause them.
• Some residents told us they didn’t know how to obtain
information or register a concern or compliant.
• The Commission identified an area - the Kiskatinaw
Seismic Monitoring and Mitigation Area (KSMMA) where hydraulic fracturing may result in induced
seismicity, which may be felt by nearby residents.
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Taylor to Dawson Creek Tenure

KSMMA
• On May 14, under section 75 of OGAA issued a Special
Project Order to industry to undertake numerous
actions before, during and after hydraulic fracturing
operations within the newly designated KSMMA.
• The intent of this Order is to ensure companies are
notifying residents when undertaking completion
operations at a well where there could be induced
seismic – and felt – events.
• Opening lines of communication with those most likely
to be affected, can help reduce concerns and provides
residents with a contact person to notify, if an event
occurs.
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Now What?
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Answers to Provided Questions
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Conversion of Sunset Prairie
Lodge into open work camp
•

•
•
•

The BC Oil and Gas Commission and other agencies like Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development,
Ministry of Health can authorize camps to facilitate for oil and gas
activity.
The current Land Act authorization issued by the Commission to
Encana does not permit the camp operate as an open camp.
The Commission cannot amend the current authorization or issue a
new one for this purpose.
Since new owners Black Diamond intend to operate Sunset Prairie
Lodge as an open camp, they have applied to FLNRORD for the Land
Act authorization.
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Water permitting and enforcement
• Companies with authorizations for water withdrawal
are required to submit quarterly statements of
withdrawal volume.
• The Commission conducts reviews of these reports to
verify submission, and that volume limits have been
maintained.
• Non-compliance with these elements can result in
ticketing under the Water Sustainability Act.
• Also, in times when water withdrawals are suspended
(i.e. drought), Commission will attend sites to
determine if any violations.
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Complaints and Deficiencies
• Depending on severity and/or type of complaint,
Commission personnel may be dispatched to the site.
• Response will depend on the issues identified.
• Issues discovered through complaints or during
inspections are commonly communicated to permit
holders using the deficiency notice and correction
process.

21

Denied Applications
• Applications are usually withdrawn by the applicant
when it becomes evident they will not be approved.
• In addition, virtually all applications undergo some
sort of revision before decision and all approved
applications contain conditions.
• Eight reservoir (disposal, injections, etc.) applications
have been denied in the last five years.
• 661 applications have also been withdrawn in the last
five years.
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Overturning Commission Decisions
Once the Commission approves a permit or
authorization, the decision could be overturned by:
• The Commission: through a decision to suspend or
cancel the permit.
• The Oil and Gas Appeals Tribunal: if the landowner on
whose land the permitted activity is to occur brings a
successful appeal.
• The courts: through a judicial review decision under
the Judicial Review Procedure Act.
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Noise and Light Guidelines
Noise - The Commission has had an industry guideline for noise in
place since 2009.
• Our guideline is currently being updated.
• The Commission welcomes input from the PRRD in this process,
and invites the PRRD to review the most current draft of new
guideline.
Light - There are regulations prohibiting excessive light, however
currently there are no published guidelines or standards on light
levels.
• If a complaint is received regarding excess light, an Oil and Gas
Operations Officer is dispatched. The permit holder is contacted
to identify / implement mitigation measures.
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Impacts to Wildlife
• The Commission manages for fish, wildlife and environmental
values (old-growth forest, fisheries sensitive watersheds, wildlife
trees, dens, nests, mineral licks, etc.) through OGAA and the
Environmental Protection & Management Regulation (EPMR).
• The EPMR (applies to Crown land) contains Government
Environmental Objectives (GEO’s), and Commission Statutory or
Delegated Decision Makers must consider these when making a
decision on a permit.
• The Commission ensures industry adheres to best practices and
mitigation techniques that minimize the impact of oil and gas
development, and maintains a thorough understanding of wildlife
population dynamics and associated management techniques.
• Other requirements, not under the Commission’s authority may
apply to private land, including the Wildlife Act, Migratory Birds
Convention Act and Species at Risk Act.
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QUESTIONS?
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4.2
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION WITH THE BC OGC
Corey, here are the items for discussion at the meeting on May 24th. I suspect there will be a few late
ones between now and the meeting, as well as questions that come up based on your presentation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Cumulative impacts of oil and gas development on residents in Farmington
Conversion of Black Diamond Group - Sunset Prairie Lodge into open work camp
OGC process to investigate cause of earthquakes and actions that are taken based on findings.
Water permitting and enforcement
Explanation on OGC’s process for dealing with complaints? How are deficiencies dealt with?
How many applications have been denied in the last five years?
When a member of the OGC makes a decision what/who can overturn that decision?
Who sets the guidelines for noise and light emitted from these activities and how can standards
be adjusted to reflect individual situations (i.e., no neighbors around an operation versus one
with neighbors directly impacted by activity)?
9. What has been done to assess the impacts to wildlife as a result of the oil and gas activity
occurring in the area?

NOVEMBER 23, 2017 BOARD MEETING
NB-3
Chair Sperling

MEETINGS WITH BC OIL & GAS COMMISSIONER
RD/17/11/24 (23)
MOVED Director Hiebert, SECONDED Director Nichols,
That the local BC Oil and Gas Commissioner be invited to attend Regional
Board meetings on a semi-annual basis to discuss issues that affect the
Regional District.
CARRIED.

As per the above resolution, Paul Jeakins – BC OGC CEO and Commissioner, will be attending the May
24th and October 25th Committee of the Whole meetings. Corey Jonsson, BC OGC – Director of
Stakeholder Relations, requested via telephone that the Boards proposed topics of discussion be
forwarded to their office 4 weeks prior to the meetings.
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