
TO:  Peace River Regional District 

FROM:  Tarla Brewster 

Re:  Half Moon Lake – Regional Park 

I have put lot of thought into this and have some reservations about doing this.   I do have a problem 

with making it accessible to people with vehicles.  

Right now people mostly go to Half Moon lake with ATV through our property.  I would hate to open it 

up to all vehicles.  Half Moon lake is a quiet little lake that has swans, many  birds, etc that use a lot of 

the shoreline for nesting.   If you make it into a Regional Park, I think you will lose a lot of that.  We have 

had people shoot the swans over there and we are constantly picking up garbage and cans etc. with no 

access let alone provide access.    I would have no problem making it a walking trail into it, but to open it 

up does not seem necessary at this time.  Yes it is a great little place for people to go and see but not for 

camping and partying.  If you go to Jackfish Lake, they have access for people to go and canoe or kayak 

but it is sometimes undesirable as the garbage and cans that are left there.  There is Long Lake down the 

road where people go camping.   People who would access the water for Half Moon would have to go all 

the way to the far end where you can get down to the lake.  This would require a road along the top of 

the property and would create havoc with the swans as they are very protective over their young ones.  

At the far end of Half Moon there was a blackbird that was being watched by bird watchers from I think 

they were from Vancouver or Victoria.  They were an older couple who came every summer to watch 

them.  I have not seen them for a couple of years as it was only when I was riding over there that I 

would talk to them.   Why not just leave it as it is and if people who wish to go there, go there.  They are 

usually the people who love nature and sit and just watch the birds, and listen to the noise of the loons 

and the beavers.   It should be left a quiet place for the birds and animals that use.  I know in time that it 

will probably be changed into a recreation area, but for now, it would break my heart watch vehicles 

driving through there.  It’s a quiet, surreal place that anyone can go to, why change that.  Let nature 

have a quiet place.  For now. 

Thanks for your time and thoughts.  

I am certainly in agreement of a buffer that we stay away from the lake with our small gravel pit 

operation.  That is already in place with Ministry of Mines.  I would love to sit with PRRD and discuss the 

options of this possible being a preservation plan  

Thanks for your consideration and please give me your thoughts.  I think we are all on the same page to 

preserve what quiet places we have left in our area.   

Yours truly, 

Tarla Brewster 
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