
PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT
AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

A G E N D A

for the meeting to be held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015
at the Pomeroy Sports Centre (9324 – 96th Street), Fort St. John, BC

commencing at 10:00 a.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER:

2. ELECTION OF CHAIR and VICE CHAIR:

3. NOTICE OF NEW BUSINESS:

4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:

5. ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
M-1 Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of November 25, 2014

6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

7. DELEGATIONS:
10:30 am D-1 Members of the North Panel, Agriculture Land Commission

8. CORRESPONDENCE:
C-1 December 15, 2014 letter from Kevin Knoblauch regarding Peace Valley Alluvial

Floodplain. (February 12 Regional Board referred to the AAC - for
recommendations on how to address Mr. Knoblauch’s concerns.)

9. REPORTS:
R-1 November 25, 2014 Chair’s report regarding the status of the November 25 AAC

meeting recommendations to the Regional Board.

R-2 February 26, 2015 report from Jill Copes on the Provincial AAC Workshop held
on February 18, 2015 in Langley, BC.

R-3 Oral report from Leonard Hiebert regarding AAC Terms of Reference review

10. NEW BUSINESS:

11. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION:
I-1 February 16, 2015 letter to the BC Agriculture and Food Climate Initiative

regarding weather station funding.

12. DIARY and TERMS OF REFERENCE:

13. ADJOURNMENT: No later than 2:00 pm
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT
Agriculture Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes

DATE: Tuesday, November 25, 2014

PLACE: Regional District offices, Dawson Creek, BC

PRESENT: Leonard Hiebert, Director, Electoral Area ‘D’, Meeting Chair
Jill Copes, Peace River District Women’s Institute
Ruth Veiner, Peace River District Women’s Institute (Alternate)
Maurice Fines, North Pine Farmer’s Institute
Jim Collins, North Pine Farmer’s Institute (Alternate)
Judy Madden, PR Regional Cattlemen’s Association
Rod Kronlachner, Member at Large – South Peace
Don Dunbar, Member at Large – West Peace
Greg Neave, Member at Large – North Peace
Fred Lehman, BC Grain Producers, 1:00 p.m.

Guests
Lori Vickers, Ministry of Agriculture, Dawson Creek
Julie Robinson, Ministry of Agriculture, Fort St. John
Talon Johnson, General Manager, Peace River Forage Seed Association

Delegation
Matt Austin, Director, Resource Development, Min of Natural Gas Development

Staff
Bruce Simard, Manager of Development Services, 12:40 pm
Jodi MacLean, Assistant Manager of Development Services
Suzanne Garrett, Corporate Services Coordinator

1) Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m.

Notice of New Business:
Leonard Hiebert Focus of the Committee

Adoption of the Agenda:
2) Adoption of the  MOVED by Maurice Fines, SECONDED by Rod Kronlachner,
Agenda that the Agriculture Advisory Committee agenda for the November 25, 2014

Meeting, including new business and additional items for the agenda, be adopted,
as amended.
Adoption of the Minutes:
M-1 Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of October 21, 2014
Business Arising from the Minutes:
Delegation:
D-1 1:30 pm Matt Austin, Ministry of Natural Gas Development regarding the

Landowner Notification Program
Correspondence:
C-1 November 6, 2014 letter from the Ministry of Agriculture
Reports:
R-1 Chair’s report regarding status of the October 21, 2014 AAC meeting

recommendations to the Regional Board.
New Business:
NB-1 Regional Agriculture Plan – to determine task priorities
NB-2 Focus of the Committee
Items for Information:
Diary and Terms of Reference:

CARRIED.
MINUTES:
3) M-1 MOVED by Judy Madden, SECONDED by Greg,
AAC Mtg. Minutes that the Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of October 21, 2014

be adopted.
CARRIED.
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Agriculture Advisory Committee
November 25, 2014 Meeting Minutes Page 2

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:
4) re: Tank Farm Members were updated on the status of the tank farm located at 6894 Barrette
update Road.  The Regional Board will be reviewing a report recommending that the

owner be requested to immediately cease the industrial activity taking place on the
land (the tank farm) as it is in contravention of Zoning Bylaw No. 1343, 2001.  If
after a  30 day period  the activity does not cease that the Regional District may
commence legal proceedings against the owner.

5)  Vary the Agenda MOVED by Judy Madden, SECONDED by Don Dunbar,
that the agenda be varied to deal with item NB-1 at this time.

CARRIED.

6)  NB-1 re: Members reviewed the October 21, 2014 Regional Agriculture Plan
Regional table to identify priorities for tasks and time frames for implementation.
Ag Plan Values of 1 to 4 (indicating years) were assigned to implementation time frames.

A, B, C, and D were the values assigned to task importance, with A being
important and D being least important.

CORRESPONDENCE:
7)  C-1 re: 2015 The Ministry of Agriculture is inviting Agriculture Advisory Committee members
AAC workshop from around the Province to attend its 7th Biennial Workshop scheduled for

February 18, 2015 – location to be determined.

MOVED by Judy Madden, SECONDED by Jill Copes,
that the Agriculture Advisory Committee recommends to the Regional Board that
the Chair and two members of the Committee be authorized to attend the
Agriculture Advisory Committee Workshop scheduled for February 18, 2015.

CARRIED.

REPORTS:
8)  R-1 re: At its November 13, 2014 meeting the Regional Board reviewed the Committee’s
ALC representation recommendation regarding Agriculture Land Commission – Regional Panels and

revised the recommendation to:

“that staff confirm what the Agriculture Land Commission’s selection criteria for
appointments is and follow-up with a letter to the Minister of Agriculture as
appropriate, with a view to ensuring that potential applicants have extensive
agricultural qualifications and practical knowledge in order to provide balanced
decision making.”

Members felt that the Commission appointments did follow the criteria specified in
the Agriculture Land Commission Act.  It was also suggested that perhaps the
current appointees were the only ones that applied.  It is felt that the criteria needs
to be changed, for the future.

9)  Recess: The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:50 am.

10) Reconvene: The meeting reconvened at 12:40 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS:
11)  NB-2 re: Chair Hiebert requested member input, what is the focus of the Committee,
Focus of Committee how can it be strengthened, what can be improved, where are we and where do

we need to go?

Discussion points:
- Committee could play a more meaningful role, i.e. subdivision applications (before

 the Board reviews them), Official Community Plans, would like to work with staff
 more

-
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Agriculture Advisory Committee
November 25, 2014 Meeting Minutes Page 3

New Business: (continued)
11)  NB-2 re: Discussion points:  (continued)

- should be involved on an ongoing basis, not just the opportunity to provide a
cursory look/review of plans, etc.

- Committee could assist the Regional District, for example, if AAC had been aware
of the water and sewer project we could have taken the information out to the
groups we represent.  People have no faith in local government.  Need to work
cooperatively.

- Unfortunately, when people are invited to a public information meeting, they feel
that the decision has already been made.  Need more consultation, more
communication – make people aware of the Regional District and what it was
designed for

- recommendations from AAC are not valued, not like in other jurisdictions.  Board
seldom refers items to the AAC, should be working through the Committee, use
the group that represents larger groups in the region.  Referred items/information
needs to be provided in a timely fashion

- main focus so far has been Ag Plan, feel we need a schedule with specific items.
- need for more active participation in all ALR decisions.
- Terms of Reference specify AAC only provides input when requested.  Committee

needs input on how its input was looked at.  Committee could be more of a liaison
between the Regional District, agriculture groups, etc.

- initiate discussions with Board on issues that are important to agriculture.  AAC
gets bogged down at meetings, Should have more meetings with a set number of
items, consider teleconferencing.  Review and strengthen Terms of Reference to
reflect better interpretation of what is expected.

- feel Committee members are not being used for their perspective or for what the
AAC was designed for.  Proposed water/sewer bylaws impacts agricultural
production, but Committee was not afforded an opportunity for input into action
plans.  Bylaws affect agriculture producers in rural areas – single largest voice for
rural people.

- ALC meet consistently w/AAC in lower mainland and valued their advice.  This
does not happen in the north.  It is difficult to discuss items with people when you,
as an AAC member, are not aware of the issue.  Could utilize sub-committee, who
would report back to the AAC, who would decide on direction to be  going.  Feel
AAC should be involved from Day 1, not request input/advice on Day 6.

- We do not have consistent members.  Missing producer groups that weakens us,
maybe they feel frustrated.

- what day works better for meetings, suggest every 2nd meeting in FSJ

Chair Hiebert inquired how does the Committee see us unifying and strengthening the
Committee, how do we bring back our missing members and keep them here?
- timing of meetings is crucial, not around seeding or harvesting, etc. this is our

 livelihood and needs to come first.
- need more focus on specific issues, we volunteer our time, suggest evening

 meetings which may encourage younger producers to participate, change how we
 do meetings, better structure and focus, use of teleconferencing

- more frequent meetings to keep up the momentum.  What becomes new business
 items are issues that arose between meetings.  Need to promote agricultural
 issues, tackle these up front which becomes a course of action, appreciating that
 there will be standard agenda items.

Chair Hiebert – what is the biggest thing you would change?
– agenda items, get it organized and start tackling those issues.
– could be one way to get people involved, map/identify issues

Chair Hiebert thanked everyone for their input, focus on what is needed to
strengthen group.   The discussion points will be forwarded to members for
review and additional comments.

AD0007
Typewriter
M-1

AD0007
Typewriter
March 18, 2015



Agriculture Advisory Committee
November 25, 2014 Meeting Minutes Page 4

DELEGATION:
12)  D-1 re: Mr. Matt Austin, Director, Resource Development, Tenure and Geoscience
Landowner Branch, Ministry of Natural Gas Development was in attendance to provide
Notification information on proposed changes to the Landowner Notification Program
Program (LON) for Petroleum and Natural Gas Tenuring.  Topics included

• initiated in 2008 to improve the understanding of surface and subsurface rights
• advises landowners of resources they can use to negotiate with industry
•   BC is the only jurisdiction in North America that has such a program
•   Ministry is proposing to reduce notices to one mailout after the petroleum and
     natural gas disposition and remove the LON checklist from the mailout
     package
• Proposed changes will be more cost effective and efficient
• a post-sale mailout will continue to advise affected landowners of the protential

for future development

Options include:
o leave status quo (all letters),
o leave status quo and forward at the same time as the Regional District notice
   (w/o the checklist)
o only forward letter #3

It was felt that the continued use of the Landowner Notification Program allows
an avenue for landowners to voice their concerns.

The delegation left at 2:55 p.m.

MOVED by Don Dunbar, SECONDED by Fred Lehman,
that the Agriculture Advisory Committee recommends to the Regional Board that
a letter be forwarded to Matt Austin, Director, Resource Development, Tenure and
Geoscience Branch, Ministry of Natural Gas Development requesting that
Disposition of Petroleum and Natural Gas tenure sales Landowner Notification
Program notices to affected landowners be forwarded to landowners at the
same time as the local government (Regional District) referral.

CARRIED.

NEW BUSINESS:
13)  NB-1 re: The revised Table with identified task priorities and time lines was handed out to
Revisions to Ag each member for review.
Plan table

14) Committee MOVED by Jill Copes, SECONDED by Judy Madden,
report that the recommendations from the Agriculture Advisory Committee meeting

of November 25, 2014 be recommended to the Regional Board for approval.

CARRIED.

15) Adjournment MOVED by Fred Lehman, SECONDED by Maurice Fines,
that the meeting be adjourned.

CARRIED.

The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

______________________________                            __________________________
Leonard Hiebert,                                Suzanne Garrett,
Chair                                           Corporate Services Coordinator
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Topics
for discussion with the North Panel - ALC

at the March 18, 2015 AAC Meeting

The following topics/items were provided by members of the Agriculture Advisory
Committee (AAC):

· The Peace River Regional District (PRRD) AAC is the only AAC in this region,
how does the Panel view input from this AAC?

· How important are comments from the AAC on any agricultural related
applications?

· Homesite severance
· Small lot subdivisions on agriculture land
· Subdividing ½ sections to ¼ sections
· Compliance with ALR rules, i.e. tank farm and how enforcement occurs
· Large water holding dugouts
· Cumulative impacts of oil and gas
· Any concerns with the OGA ALC Delegation Agreement
· AAC’s role in the ALR referral process
· What would qualify for an on-site inspection/review?
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Dec. 15, 2014
Kevin Knoblauch
Valley Gardens 250-806-0046
C15S3 R.R.2 V1G4E8
Dawson Creek, B.C.

Karen Goodings
Chair, Peace River Regional District
Box 810, Dawson Creek, B.C.
V1G 4H8

Dear Karen,

Thanks for your letter of May 27, 2014. I tried to reach Bruce Simard a couple times during our
growing season, with little luck, and have been too busy until now to follow up.
The AAC is very correct in noting that Alluvial floodplains should have other Agricultural uses.
Almost all cleared alluvial floodplains in the Region are cropped at present with Agricultural Field
Crops. Production of cereal grains, oilseeds, forage and pasturelands all provide value as sustainable
crops that can be enhanced by irrigation. These lands will grow the most productive crops both because
the soil type allows for continuous irrigation, as well as superior drainage under heavy rainfall events.
Long term Horticultural production is best achieved in rotation with the above crops, over many years,
enhancing long term soil sustainability.

Since Horticultural crops grow best with both irrigation and valley protection micro-climate conditions,
our Alluvial Floodplains should therefore have a distinct Horticultural designation within normal ALR
Regulations. This in no way precludes the use of these areas for traditional agricultural crops, but such
a designation is essential to protect the only land base that will work for the most intensive form of
Agriculture known as Horticulture. Where all other soil types and locations will grow a wide range of
field crops, the only areas that can consistently produce Horticulture crops are the valley alluvial
floodplains. This was made graphically clear to us once again this year. Please see enclosed bulletin
from Forests and Lands. Without irrigation, once again, our gardens would have failed. As well, we
were able to successfully complete harvest under heavy rainfall events this fall in our sandy soil. Over
the decades, this has been as important to the success of our production as being able to irrigate.

The other thing that makes our sandy soil so important is the ability to absorb heat easily during the day
and release it slowly during the night, giving us more frost free days, and more heat units throughout
the growing season.
Heat units are also significantly enhanced simply as a function of elevation: the closer to sea level, the
warmer it is, everywhere. So shelter from winds, elevation, soil type, and water all combine to make
these areas, especially those within close trading proximity of our Communities, very important for the
long term health and sustainability of all our Northern Communities.

Our old vegetable and berry patch across the river pastured cows and held the first regional Dairy,
during the 20’s, 30’s. It was subsequently mined for sand and gravel from 1945 until I reclaimed it for a
market garden. The reason I was able to do that is because Steve Romaniuk stripped and saved enough
good soil to make it possible. He exercised good stewardship. Good stewardship is being exercised
today as it grows pasture and hay. Thus it can be used by subsequent generations for intensive
Horticultural Food Production. A very valuable best in class confluence of transportation access,
water, soil, special micro-climate is preserved. And false attempts at gravel and sand mining are
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avoided. Restrictions should include most Agricultural chemicals, building encroachments, strip
mining beyond reclamation, and of course flooding. This would be the function of a Horticultural
Reserve.
So all previous studies now in record, and previous uses would be necessary in determining
a strategy for preservation. The next people to own our old dairy/gravel pit/marketgardenlhorse
pasture, would have knowledge necessary for their proper use of the land, so that they can pass it on.
I would conjecture that enough information may exist with the Regional District that the creation of a
Reserve may be simply a matter of accessing computer files, and creating a portfolio for Horticultural
Reserves.
So I very much appreciate your advice in moving toward some higher degree of certainty
in protecting the land base that is essential for the future of Our Orchards, Vineyards, Tree and Plant
Nurseries, Berry and Vegetable Farms. These will be the future of a sustainable economy, and the
future of long term sustainable food production for the entire North.

Please see enclosed letters to Councilor Elect Charlie Parsiow, and MLA Mike Bemier.
Thank you for your time in reviewing these. I choose to exercise my duty in ensuring a future for this
Industry, and I ask that all community leaders do as much. Could you please enter this letter into
the minutes of your next meeting, copies to all Directors? Thanks again for your time and advice.

Sincerely,,

Kevin Hughes Knoblauch
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

Office of: the Chair /
-

May 27, 2014

/

Mr. Kevin Knoblauch \\

Valley Gardens
RR#2, Comp. 15, Site 3,
Dawson Creek, BC VIG 4E8

Dear Mr. Knoblauch:

At its May 15, 2014 meeting the Regional Board reviewed a recommendation received from
the Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) regarding your letter dated February 3, 2014.

In your letter you requested that the Regional Board form a committee within the AAC to
develop a plan to clearly identify all arable and accessible Peace Valley Alluvial Floodplains in
the entire Peace River region. And that this committee and the Regional District request
funding and mapping assistance from the Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations to complete the plan.

The Regional Board and the AAC would like to inquire if you are aware that numerous studies
on land uses, identification of arable lands, water, industrial uses, soils, etc. have been
undertaken by other interested stakeholders, agencies, and ministries. This information is
readily available for the general public’s use. Secondly, your reference to “horticultural” in your
letter, can you provide clarification if your proposal is strictly for horticultural activities. The
AAC noted further that other agricultural uses may also be appropriate.

We understand the need to protect our resources, stewardship is everyone’s responsibility and
we appreciate you taking the time to forward your concerns.

If you have any questions please call Bruce Simard, General Manager of Development
Services at (250) 784.3200.

Yours truly,

Karen Goodings,
Chair

/sg

PLEASE REPLY TO:

J BOX 810, DAWSON CREEK, BC VIG 4H8 TELEPHONE: 250) 784-3200 OR (800) 670-7773 FAX: (250) 784-3201
EMAIL: prrd.dc@prrd.bcca
9505— 100th Street, Fort St. John, BC V1J 4N4 Telephone: (250) 785-8084 Fax: (250) 785-1125
EMAIL: prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca
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The Ministry of Forests, Lands, & Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO) is soliciting industry to be
conscientious in licensed water withdrawals and diversions. Please ensure that water usage is
compliant with water licence conditions and permit requiremnLs. At this time, FLNRO is being
proactive and recommending licensed water users voluntarily reduce their allocated water usage
by 20%.

Northeastern BC is currently classified as Drought Level 3 (Very Dry Conditions), indicating that
reduced stream and lake water levels have the potential to lead to water shortages En some basins.
These shortages may affect community and domestic water supplies, agriculture, industry, and
aquatic ecosystem functions. The northeast is anticipating a continual increase in Drought Levels
until a significant precipitation event occurs.

The Ministry of Forests, Lands, & Natural Resource Operations will advise clients of any further
changes that may affect licensed water users in northeastern BC. It is recommended that water
users be vigilant in prepanng for supplementary water shortages should the drought persist.

The voluntary conservation of water withdrawals by FLNRO water users is now expanded to
include the following watersheds identified on the attached map.

Current information regarding drought and drought response and water conservation strategies
can be found on the FLNRO websites:

River Forecast Centre: http :!/bcrc.env.qov.bc.ca/
Living Water Smart: http://www.Hvingwatersrnart.ca/

Questions and concerns regarding this Information Bulletin can be directed to:
Ken Sehn, RBTech
Senior Resource Technologist and Habitat Officer
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
9000 17th Street, Dawson Creek, BC Vi G4A4
(250) 784-1290
Ken.Sehngov. bc.ca

Ministry of Forests, Lands & Peace Natural Location: Mailing Address:
Natural Resource Operations Resource District 9000— 17th Street 9000 17th Street

Dawson Creek BC Dawson Creek BC VIG 4A4
Tel: (250) 784-1200
Faa: (250) 784—0143

Bl 11151 I
()ltf\tBI,\

Ministry of
Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations

Drought Conditions in Northeastern British Columbia
August 1gth 2014
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Dec. 15, 2014

Kevin Knoblauch
Valley Gardens
Site 3 Comp. 15 R.R. 2
Dawson Creek. B.C. V1G 4E8
250-806-0046

Charlie Parsiow, Councilor
City of Dawson Creek

Dear Charlie,

Once again, congratulations on your election results! We were very happy to see all other incumbents
re-elected. The entire area will benefit from a skilled, experienced council and Mayor who work
together so well at a very important time in Dawson Creek history.

Some few moments of reflection over the last while leave me with this simple question:

Assuming first of all that Northern Canadian Society has sense enough to stop the pillage of our
Valley Alluvial Floodplains, and actually gets some teeth into it with Provincial legislation protecting
what is left in perpetuity;
How then, do we actually build a Culture that encompasses the necessary labour and management
skilisets required for a long term stable Field Horticulture Industry?

Obviously, given the recent curriculum announcements for Northern Lights College, which of course
are based on industry needs, little of a future can be gleaned for extension services in Northeast B.C.,
at least from our Provincial Government. Your idea about building Orchards at the College Farm, and
my idea about extension programs and plantings right at the College grounds in town merit some
serious scrutiny and discussion. The genesis of my thoughts on this stemmed from long term
awareness of a lack of any history of a Horticulture program. Alberta Hort. Extension has been much
more pro-active for decades now.
MLA Mike Bernier, and Minister Letnick have my statements on this, since forever, with no
meaningful response so far, save the standard stonewall.

Attendance by serious aspiring growers would be about like the Visual Arts Program. Not enough to
justify. And while the Junior School programs may inspire at a better stage, leading to young parental
interest, and some small home gardening skills, little can be extrapolated to a meaningful culture
capable of building an industry. And these days, Oilpatch culture trumps like never before.

It has been suggested to me that the B.C. Social Services and Families Ministry would be a possibility
for an avenue to involve group home teens at risk, or low risk young offenders in work programs to
build community gardens. Perhaps this could be a source of help for the youth and a help for City
and Mile Zero Park Society Horticultural Programs. Part of an Orchard Park grant request should
include hiring a co-ordinator to manage this labour source. I say this, because while I aspire to a
Culture shift that gets young men involved in real physical work, requiring real self discipline, I have
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no capacity or interest in being involved in it myself: I spent 40 years running a payroll, being the
“default job” that youth would turn to, knowing that they could always get hired without resume or
experience, simply because the revolving door of people guaranteed them ajob for a day. And usually
that was about how long they lasted, irregardless of how nicely we served it up. We did have some
very acculturated Mennonite Women, who were very good, and an occasional retired farmer. Some
good College students as well, and a few who have come back over the years that wished they had
stayed at our job. We had so many disfunctional whites and First Nations folks, who would work good
for a few days, then quit as soon as they had enough for the next bender. We used to do daily labour
runs to pick them up in the morning then drop them off at night, otherwise we wouldn’t have had the
labour to get the crop off. This scenario would repeat, I’m sure, were we to consider hiring local again.

I started hiring my friends with my first business ventures at age 16. My landscape crews when I was
21 averaged 10 young men; primarily maintenance, construction, erosion control at WAC Bennett,
after the dam was finished. 1971 to 1974. I started the market garden to get away from the politics in
Hudson Hope, as I became increasingly aware of the potential to devastate the rest of the Peace River
Valley. That’s why I bought land in the Pouce River Valley. I know a bit about B.C. Hydro from a
ontractor’s viewpoint. I declined a permanent job offer from Eric Parr, Head of Engineering,
construction division, seeking a career in growing rather than a career in large scale landscape
cosmetics.
I did it for so many years, so I have zero interest in mentoring or coaching or organizing young men.
Young men with zero for Cultural background, and zero for lifeskills that are a pre-requisite for the
high level of daily discipline required to get comfortable in apprenticeships required to become a
skilled productive Horticultural Grower.

And mostly young men with seriously bloated views of entitlement, and little interest in “learning the
ropes” as exists in regions that do have an industry: highly refined trade based learning programs and
hierarchies that would produce a reliable, acculturated, committed labour pooi guaranteed to the
operator so long term growing commitments can be made. Thus my model proposed to both Federal
and Provincial contacts for Turnkey Franchise farms near all our Northern Communities, in protected
best in class River Valleys. At least mom and pop would have a leg up on the years needed to get the
Orchard or Berry Operation to a scale that could support consistent seasonal imports of migrant
workers from Mexico, as is standard for the Industry in all other regions of North America.

This would open the door to Possibly young First Nations men, and possibly immigrants from Mexico,
and Southeast Asia, who may have highly acculturated Horticultural skills.

However, my aspirations for a franchise model exceed reality by some considerable distance: Most
recent imigrants from those regions come here to escape the mundane drudgery of stoop labour
farming. Young East Indian fruit sellers in Ft. St. John expressed to me some 20 years ago that most of
the second generations he knows from the lower mainland and Okanagan growing regions were giving
up on the farm and going back to University. His parents import Mexicans every season.
This problem echoes worldwide through the oldest most intensive of Agricultural disciplines, with the
limitations to maintenance and growth of the Industry falling solidly onto small mom and pop
enterprises, or increasingly large vertically integrated “food processing” companies, who operate with
impunity usually exploited, optionless, captive labour pools. Our attendance at Council was supported
by Mayor Bumstead as he recognized the value of small business. My presentation was to make people
aware of the fact that Northern Horticulture should be viewed as the little farming business with the
most potential to become big. All levels of government need to respect this potential a lot more.
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Without this shift in thinking, the Mayor is right: it likely will remain just small business, never
realising potential as society declines physical work that is sadly considered to be of a lower order,
and lifestyle diseases linked to exercise levels soar.
On the bright side, it would take very little to tweak the School Districts in the North to shift some
emphasis in curriculum, given the great teachers currently employed who eagerly embrace local
gardening and food production. Very little from private sector people like me is required.
Most advice to School groups interested in building School based gardens and Orchards can be readily
gleaned from Internet sources by teachers working with the curriculum.
All it would take from a group such as the Mile Zero Park Society is a few good, young, ambitious men
to form a committee with the long term goal of growing fruit trees that require very little maintenance,
given that best in class planning and construction is undertaken. That is what convinces me it would
work. Most of the work and cost is in planning and building and planting. Seasonal maintenance
requirements would be much more manageable than for instance my vegetable operation. Fruit and
flowers would increase exponentially as the Orchard grows, and maintenance inputs would remain
reasonably static. Once established and in production, these plantings would provide a growing source
of food and a valuable learning tool for students, and a template for aspiring growers and communities
throughout the Peace Region.

A world ordered up by Kevin Hughes Knoblauch as I rest on the handles of Jack Hughes’ antique
wheel hoe, with my propensity for grandiose garden dreams;.. would have a wish list as follows:
First:
As outlined above, for the Mile Zero Park Society, with grants applied for to employ skilled orchard
planners or extension people from the Okanagan to properly plan all aspects, including irrigation and
drainage. (While I could no doubt research all of the above, I have little real current tree fruit/orchard
skill, as my focus since 1975 has been primarily vegetable production. Previous to this, during my 2
decades in partnership with my parents, I did a lot of fruit tree planting around town, introducing many
now outdated varieties to local streets.) I would have some value in addressing what I consider
minimum requirements for Orchard soil profile and composition, based on our regional climate and my
50 years of general working knowledge. As well, I have a wish list of trial planting ideas that might
interest.
Very good extension work is available from especially the University of Saskatoon which I would
consider essential to planning Orchards in the north, but I have little capacity to access this, as I have
no internet on our retirement farm, and little interest in getting it. And I realised during the last year or
so that my “bucket list” for the next decade and beyond pre-empts any meaningful amount of free time
during the growing season for additional projects.
Funding grants should ideally include enough so the Park Society has the ability to hire and augment
City of Dawson Creek Parks workers, with some net benefit to the Municipal budgets, thus
encouraging City participation in extending fruit tree plantings throughout all Municipal Parks.
The City should not be expected to carry any additional maintenance burdens for this, but rather should
be seen as a facilitator to be subsidized with additional grants for ongoing Horticultural program
maintenance, over and above existing Fair Share Agreements. The City of Dawson Creek is the only
Government vehicle I see that has a meaningful Horticultural program inpiace, with excellent seasoned
skilled management and workers. And the City and ratepayers have the most to benefit.
Second:
That the City of Dawson Creek entertain discussion into the following: That ALL Alluvial

Floodplains in the South Peace River be enshrined as a primary essential strategic resource for the long
term preservation of the Community at large. That best in class locations within trading proximity be
earmarked for redesignation under the land act to a long term Horticultural Trust, as the only vehicle
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that will ensure that this critical resource is not lost to future needs. And I re-iterate: alluvial
floodplains will become increasingly important both during times of extreme rainfall events and
extreme drought, which was confirmed by my ability to irrigate again last summer, and my ability to
complete harvest last fall through repeated heavy rains.
I proved my case a few decades ago when I had The Ministry of Highways, over many years, stand
down on their gravel reserve holdings in deferance to my case for the public good for local vegetables
taking precedence over further gravel extraction.

I would entertain advice and discussions with the City of Dawson Creek into the inclusion of my
remaining acreage into this trust, should they so choose. Direct sequestration by all Regional
Municipalities to preserve a Horticultural future should be the order of the day. Long term leases to
farm operators would offset capital costs, and ensure the private sector doesn’t dig it up for sand and
gravel. Ever. If B.C. Hydro can do it, why shouldn’t the long term food security for our Northern
Communities be at least as important? Why should a future barren of Horticultural Lands be allowed?
Given the shocking mindset of the Provincial Government, and the rapid growth projections
for the entire Peace Region, as much will be lost in all the other valleys to mining for construction and
oilpateh as will be lost to flooding at site C. Unless local governments get their heads out of the sand,
I see very easily nothing left within 100 years. Most of the Pouce River Valley is already gone, and
accessible locations remaining have no clear restrictions or designations, never mind enshrinement.
Long term planning here is every bit as essential as long term planning for water. If the land act cannot
accommodate this enshrinement of a critical very finite resource, then it is incumbent that we change it.
I do not believe that the current land tenure rules based on fee simple title is in any way designed to
adequately protect this resource, even with Regional District Regulation. Legal advice required.

Last on my wish list for this year end, and this definitely comes within the “when pigs fly” category:

Meaningful compensation for my direct long term business losses and long term loss of opportunity
as a result of denial for 28 years by the Province of B.C., of access to the Federal Seasonal Farm
Worker’s Program. We were denied access to what is the Continent wide Industry standard for
Horticultural Farm Workers, while all other jurisdictions in North America, including our immediate
competitors in Alberta, built and developed their industry for their communities with Migrant workers
from Mexico, who were eager to do the work that Canadians are too lazy to do.
Since 1975, now 40 years of lost opportunity and potential for us.

So far, my direct business losses total to 5.2 million. Loss of opportunity and long term unnecessary
hardship to my family have been assigned no value, and of course have been actively removed from
discussion at every opportunity, as I fully expected. Standard stonewalling and blacklisting has been
the order of the day here, at every Provincial level, as I fully expected. I have no interest whatsoever in
any of their current programs until this loss is addressed. Were the Provincial Government to clean up
their act and compensate me accordingly, I would apply those funds firstly to establishing the above
mentioned trust, secondly to building orchards on trust lands throughout the Peace River, starting in the
Dawson Creek area.

When pigs fly.

So far from Mr. Bernier, I have a referral to the Ministry of Agriculture, and an offer of the old polluted
service station lot next to Rene’s Barber Shop for a potential community garden. And a small
admission of his understandable ignorance of the issues and industry. His focus is with oil and gas, and
given his background, entirely understandable. Little is forthcoming in terms of any real leadership,
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however, as I expected. He did acknowledge that Bill Bennett was surprised at the unit production
numbers I provided at the Site C hearings, which indicates to me that Bennett and the rest of the
Cabinet have little knowledge of or interest in Northern Horticulture. And of course, like all other
levels, absolute delightful denial of discussion regarding the long term loss described above. And one
disingenuous meeting to give me the brush off. And not one inch of reply in writing from anyone
regarding this loss, which I consider to be a loss to the community. Our wonderful Liberal government

is very good at discarding liabilities. Our MLA’s must take very good courses on stonewalling; they all
seem so good at it. When will we get one with some balls and wisdom about long term community
needs? And of course, a belated visit by Norm Letnick, (in direct response to my letter last spring to
him, copies to you and the Regional District) before the media one August saturday in Dawson Creek
to cover their asses before the public, inclusive of the lie that he has talked to vegetable and fruit
growers. He has had numerous letters from me for the last 4 years, with not one reply, and of course,
he was obviously afraid to show up at the only active vegetable stand in the entire Peace Region on that
saturday, two blocks away I might bring up Site C, and his incredible convoluted and tragic waste
of time to divert attention away from the loss of our best Horticultural land by claiming some
exaggerated need to change land reserve legislation province wide.

So no, Charlie, I’m not much interested, given what has gone down the last 50 years. The region will
never have a meaningful Industry, one that could reach gross sales eventually of between 50 and 100
million annually. Some small mom and pop operations might emerge, driven by increasing food prices,
but the odds of meaningful confluences of land base, management, labour and capital that would drive
significant Industry growth in the region become less and less likely as the land base is lost.

Our plans to close up over the next few years will accelerate with the site C announcement. We may
not bother much at all next year. I’ll sell the rest of the sand and gravel, and still sell for an acreage
after that, without lifting a finger, except to garden for myself. By way of this letter, I’ve pretty well
convinced myself that it really is too late: no real culture, not much for real men with balls enough to
get out there and do the heavy lifting, the ongoing dead zone at Site C, even if the Dam is cancelled,
and lack of balls at pretty much every level of government to show some real leadership on the bare
essentials, and loss of the land base to acreages and gravel and sand mining.

Sorry to end on this wonderful note; I’m all ears if someone can make the case for any future for
Northern Horticulture.

Sincerely,

Kevin Knoblauch

Copy: MLA Mike Bernier
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Dc. 18, 2014
Kevin Knoblauch
S3 C15 R.R.2, Dawson Creek, B.C.
250-806-0046

MLA Mike Bernier
Peace River South
103B, 1100 Alaska Ave.
Dawson Creek, B.C.
V1G 4V8

Dear Mr. Bernier,

As expected, government plans to plow ahead with Site C, ignoring overwhelming public sentiment
against the project, and ignoring your own Site C panel recommendations is getting the liberals in
a whole lot of hot water. You will now waste millions in court for the forseeable future.
Your stonewalling and blacklisting all my submissions and letters has been duly noted, as was your
absence from all Site C Panel Hearings. I assume you understand that real leadership involves more
than political maneuvering and media manipulation?

Most gas companies have a life expectancy of their proven and probable reserves that does not exceed
50 years. In at most 100 years, all the easy gas will be gone, leaving little to fuel homes and
businesses. Very little has been mentioned about protecting what should be considered a strategic
resource for future generations. And this 100 year non-renewable industry will be gone, as will the
forestry industry, from overexploitation. Please note the evacuation of the North Sea Oilfields, which
were expected to fuel a vibrant British economy fc;ever, but lasted a few decades, leaving Britian in
an economic downturn, after the classic oil boom. Now they are net importers of oil, leaving their
own industry and economy vulnerable.
And our best Horticultural lands will be flooded, leaving little land base for a truly sustainable long
term industry that would be the backbone of northern food self sufficiency. An Industry that could
build much needed stability into the region’s economy; one that will be needed long after the carbon
boom is over.
The liberal government is sadly deluded if they think that sacrificing the future of a long term
sustainable industry for a rapid short term gas extraction industry represents sound planning.
This government’s view of “long term” is immature and sadly lacking and anything but long term.
As fully expected, I’ll wait until pigs fly before you people clean up your act and compensate me for
my business losses resulting from 30 years of labour shortages that never should have happened.
It’s much easier for you to do as you have, as any apology would leave you wide open to compensation
claims from all the other Horticultural growers in the province. I have no interest in any of the current
programs which may be offered by B.C. Agriculture. When I get compensated for the above losses,
then I’ll think about it.
You represent only the carbon industry, sir, you do not represent public opinion, nor do you represent
any future for the Horticulture industry in the Northeast. Please avail yourself of the book “Collapse”
by Jared Diamond in the Public Library.
Sincerely,

//
Kev?ñ kKnobIauch

Copy: Councilor Charlie Parslow, Regional District Chair Karen Goodings
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT
REPORT

TO: Agriculture Advisory Committee

FROM: Director Leonard Hiebert, Chair - Agriculture Advisory Committee

DATE: November 25, 2014

RE: AAC Chair’s Report

At its November 13, 2014 meeting the Regional Board reviewed the following recommendations
received from the October 21, 2014 Agriculture Advisory Committee meeting:

RECOMMENDATION No. 1 – Landowner Notification Program
that the Agriculture Advisory Committee recommends to the Regional Board that  a letter be
forwarded to Matt Austin, Director, Resource Development, Tenure and Geoscience Branch, Ministry
of Natural Gas Development requesting that Disposition of Petroleum and Natural Gas tenure sales
Landowner Notification Program notices to affected landowners be forwarded to landowners at the
same time as the local government (Regional District) referral.

Approved
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

PLEASE REPLY TO:
■ BOX 810, DAWSON CREEK, BC VIG 4H8  TELEPHONE:  250) 784-3200 OR (800) 670-7773 FAX: (250) 784-3201

EMAIL:  prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca
9505 – 100th Street, Fort St. John, BC V1J 4N4  Telephone:  (250) 785-8084 Fax:  (250) 785-1125
EMAIL:  prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca

Office of:    the Chair email: landownernotification@gov.bc.ca

January 14, 2015

Mr. Matt Austin
Director, Resource Development
Tenure and Geoscience Branch
Ministry of Natural Gas Development
Landowner Notification Program
PO Box 9326, Stn Prov Gov’t.,
Victoria, BC V8W 9N3

Dear Mr. Austin:

At its January 8, 2015 meeting the Board of the Peace River Regional District received a
recommendation from the Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) regarding the Landowner
Notification Program with respect to the disposition of petroleum and natural gas tenure sales.

The Regional Board resolved the following:

“that a letter be forwarded to Matt Austin, Director, Resource Development, Tenure and
Geoscience Branch, Ministry of Natural Gas Development requesting that the Disposition of
Petroleum and Natural Gas tenure sales Landowner Notification Program notices to impacted
landowners be forwarded to landowners at the same time as the local government (Regional
District) referrals.

On behalf of the Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) we would like to express our
appreciation for your presentation at the November 25, 2014 AAC meeting regarding
landowner notices for petroleum and natural gas tenures.  Members found the information
beneficial.

Yours truly,

Lori Ackerman
Chair

mailto:landownernotification@gov.bc.ca
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2015	Agriculture	Advisory	Committee	(ACC)	Workshop	February	18,	2015	

	Newlands	Golf	and	Country	Club,	Langley,	BC	
Report Submitted by: Jill Copes, AAC Committee Member

Meeting opened with greetings from Norm Letnick Minister of Agriculture:
· BC to make sure it has a land base for the future
· Buy local
· Regulations for Zone 2 being drafted

Topic 1: How your AAC can Strengthen Farming in your community
· 1.5% of the population of BC is farming
· Questions asked: who farms, why do we need agriculture land, where does food come from,

does vacant land mean it is waiting for development in other ways.
· Ways to strengthen farming

a) Ag Advisory Committees -  Advise local government on ag land use and policy issues,
council liaison
Reactive roll: OCP, Bylaws as related to ag, water management
Proactive roll: Ag plans, ag awareness, economic development strategies, draft farm by-
laws – edge planning
Relationship with Council: provides best advice to council and is based on mutual trust
and respect, valued and accepted by local government

Topic 2: Sustainable Local Food System – David Hendrickson, Real Estate Foundation of BC
· Our food system is an industrial food system, what are we doing for the small farm of BC?
· Is there a crisis?

For local food and preserving agriculture land, an online survey of 1700 – 90% supported
agriculture

· Challenges
a) Is there a way to increase self sufficiency
b) Escalating food prices
c) California Drought -  67% of vegetables are imported – if trend continues pricing could

be a problem
d) Elephant in the room is climate change – this will effect everything on the farm

· Sustainable Food Systems Network – has a report available next month, bottom line we need to
protect and maintain access to water and land for agriculture.

· Where to intervene with the best leverage
· Structural Element ie.  community government , low leverage
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2015 Agriculture Advisory Committee Report submitted by Jill Copes

Page 2 of 4

· Feed back and delays – ways to measure
· Structure – how to enable local food
· Goals of the system – policies, how to involve the community
· Paradigms – world views – has the most leverage for change

The presentation from David Hendrickson is what British Columbia Women’s Institute has been doing
for the last 100 years. In the early 1920’s WIs supported Buy British Columbia Products. Members
continue supporting Buy local, protecting our agriculture land and promoting food sustainability.

Medical Marihuana – is a permitted use on all ALR lands and the growing of the plant is consistent with
farm use. Some areas were concerned with this proposal; it was felt that the consultation was too
short and these sites may have an impact on these communities because the infrastructure such as
power, water, sewage for growing medical marihuana is not in place.

Discussion Session 1: more information will be forthcoming in the minutes from this meeting as the
participants were divided into groups.
My group discussed issues related to water management.

· Fraser Valley concerned with sea water rise, keeping up with infrastructure, irrigation, water
licensees

· Okanagan concerned with costs to agriculture because all water is filtered
· Delta concerned with flooding, sea water rights, infrastructure
· Chilliwack concerned with dyking, flooding.
· Peace River – the rest of the province appears to have no knowledge that the majority of the

rural residents in the Peace do not have access to ground water and rely on surface water. They
are not aware that the Oil and Gas Commission has a delegation agreement and issues water
licenses and permits. This area is concerned with large dugouts being built that interrupt the
flow of surface water.

· Surface water is not metered throughout the province .
· “Water Demand Model” is a fairly accurate way to measure the amount of water needed for

agriculture.

Panel Session 1: The “Everything you wanted to know” Agri Panel
a) Martin Collins – Planning Officer, ALC
b) Chris Zabeck, Regional Agrologist, Ministry of Agriculture, Abbotsford
c)  Shannon Tartaglia Planner, Kelowna
d) Mary  Marcotte, Director, Cowichan Valley  Regional District.
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2015 Agriculture Advisory Committee Report submitted by Jill Copes

Page 3 of 4

1. Indentify two ways local government can improve:
a) Maintain an AAC Committee, AAC comment on by laws, direct or indirect comments on

ALC applications.
b)  Strongly encourage utilization of AAC Committee, allow committee to be proactive so

information flows from AAC to government and government to AAC.
c) Keep engaged, education, work plan for a year, for engineering projects have AAC input
d) Adequate staff resources, support the committee, provide time to review

2. Advice for a New Agriculture Advisory Committee
a) Read bylaws to help understand goals and objectives, set an Ag Plan.
b) Review OCP, Have AAC training
c) Policy effects in the future, training how an AAC works
d) Start dialogue with the farmers for farmers by the farmer and listen to the farmer

3. What land use strategy should local government endorse to protect farm land
a) Impact of rural resident on farm land, address multi-resident
b) Residential use- farm practices complaints, where home is situated in relation to

farming practice
c) Water use and water efficiency, effective terms of reference for agrologist reports
d) Climate change – drought, keep AG plan up to date, water management

4. What can be done better
a) Make AAC more available, lateral information to reach communities, need to be

coordinated, need to have as many groups involved as possible
b) Full time agrolgist, ALC needs more staff, educate the public to mitigate conflicts
c) Update capability mapping, OCP can increase costs

5. Regulatory Change
Secondary home needs stronger legislation. More resources for the ALC, why different rules for
breweries versus wineries.

Stories of Success – more information will be in the minutes as this was group discussion
· Review the District of Kent – subdivisions , non-farm use, edge planning
· Home Plate – Surrey – “Flavours of Surrey”
· Maple Ridge – “Golden Harvest” – 2nd week of October – local food producers serve local food
· Abbotsford – breaks down the value of agriculture commodities

Topic 4: Top Priorities for the Ministry’s Strengthening Farming Program 2015-2019
· Restricted Covenants – register on all parcels, urban fringe
· Buffering policy – on urban side
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2015 Agriculture Advisory Committee Report submitted by Jill Copes

Page 4 of 4

· Demonstrate on farm tours
· Zoning for migrant workers
· Surrey “Flavours of Surrey.

Closing Remarks – Richard Bullock
· Take AAC seriously;  it is a useful tool
· Need AAC input to help weight decisions. ( ALC uses weighted decisions see section44)
· Agriculture is big business and it is the AAC’s job to make sure local government understand it.
· Changes to rates: to help cover staff time and eliminate nuisance applications,  to become self

sufficient
· Panel gives the final say, finished their training session
· Zone 2 regulations will be available in a few months
· Need to look to the future as the present is now the past
· Strengthening Agriculture Wish list – work with AAC, prepare annual report to measure success

Suggestions:  This workshop would be beneficial for the Planning Department to attend to see how the
AAC Committees are used in other areas of the Province; therefore at the next Provincial Agriculture
Advisory Workshop I would suggest a planner from the Regional District attend. Look into how the
District of Kent allows subdivisions on farm land while minimizing the impact on agriculture land.
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT

PLEASE REPLY TO:
X BOX 810, DAWSON CREEK, BC VIG 4H8  TELEPHONE: (250) 784-3200 or (800) 670-7773 FAX: (250) 784-3201 EMAIL: prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca

9505  100 STREET, FORT ST. JOHN, BC V1J 4N4  TELEPHONE:  (250) 785-8084 Fax:  (250) 785-1125  EMAIL: prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca

Office of the General Manager of Development Services

February 16, 2015

Ms. Emily MacNair
Manager, Adaptation Programming
BC Agriculture & Food Climate Initiative
PO Box 8248
Victoria, BC  V8W 3R9 Via Email: emily@bcagclimateaction.ca

Dear Ms. MacNair

Further to my e-mail of October 21, 2014, this letter confirms that at its October 16, 2014
meeting the Rural Budgets Administration Committee (RBAC) considered the weather station
funding proposal.  The RBAC supported the following:

“That the Rural Budgets Administration Committee approve in principle, an expenditure
of $18,660.00 from gas tax funds as a grant to contribute to the purchase and operation
of up to 9 weather stations that will provide improved weather information for agriculture
producers, and more timely weather information for PRRD emergency response.”

It was understood that ownership and operation of the equipment would be taken on by the
producer sector (yet to be determined). It was also understood that agreements for use of
Peace River Regional District sites for locating the equipment would have to be established
before equipment is installed.

We wish you success with the strategy being pursued to improve the quality and availability
of weather information so that producers can better adapt to changing weather conditions.
Good luck with this initiative.

Yours truly,

Bruce Simard, MCIP, RPP
General Manager of Development Services

cc. Rural Budgets Administration Committee (RBAC)
Regional Board
Agricultural Advisory Committee
Chris Cvik, CAO

mailto:emily@bcagclimateaction.ca
pl0001
BS_signature
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AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DIARY

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM November 25, 2014 RB Review Follow-up
Action

Status

1. Landowner Notification Program
ittee  recommend to the RB that a letter be forwarded to Matt Austin, Director,

based Ministry of Natural Gas Development requesting that Disposition of
Petroleum and Natural gas tenure sales L/O Notification Program notices to

affected landowners be forwarded to landowners at the same time as the
local government (Regional District) referral.

January 8,
2015

Approved Letter
forwarded

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM September 16, 2014
1. Retired farmer’s Dwelling Exemption
ittee recommend to the RB that letter be forwarded to Rhonda Driediger, Chair,

BC Agriculture Council, requesting support/assistance in amending the BC
Assessment Act, Section 23(3.1) legislation to extend the “Retired Farmer’s
Dwelling Exemption” to actively farmed properties outside of the Agriculture

Land Reserve boundary.

October 9,
2014

Approved Letter
forwarded
Nov 24,
2014

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM June 17, 2014
2. Sharing of information

that the AAC recommends to the Regional Board that any correspondence
relevant to the Committee, for example, water issues, be provided to the
Committee on a more timely basis..

July 10, 2014 RB to review
Terms of
Reference

3. Ministry of Transportation – Pest Management Permit
that the AAC recommends to the Regional Board that a letter be forwarded
to Darryl Nolan, Ministry of Transportation, inquiring if Creeping (Canada)
Thistle is listed on the Ministry’s Pest Management Permit, and if not,
Request that the Ministry amend its permit to include Creeping (Canada)
Thistle advising that this noxious weed is a threat to the agricultural industry
In the northeast and needs to be treated..

July 10, 2014 Letter
forwarded July
24, 2014

No
response
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AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DIARY – Reference Items

RB Review Follow-up
Action

Status

1. Strategic Plan and Profile of Invasive Plant Monitoring Committee
recommendations
to be provided to AAC for information.

Board
approved July
10, 2008

Ongoing

2. Per Diem
That the AAC recommend to the Regional Board that consideration be
given for a per diem rate for members of the AAC.
(approved for all volunteer Committees)

Board
approved Jan.
29, 2009

Ongoing

3. Electoral Area ‘D’ Delegation Agreement
that the AAC be involved in the review of any draft Delegation
Agreement that may be developed. (including ¼ section subdivisions
for the entire region.)

Board
approved April
10, 2008
COW meeting

2014 - Staff
authorized to
commence
discussions re:
entering into a
Delegation
Agreement

Ongoing

4. AAC Chair Report
that the AAC Chair report back to the Committee on the status of
recommendations forwarded to the Regional Board; and that the report
be distributed electronically between Committee meetings.

Board
approved April
10, 2008

Ongoing

5. Sharing concerns with other jurisdictions –
distribute information items to other jurisdictions to other jurisdictions
through CivicInfo BC.

Board
approved
Sept. 12, 2012

Ongoing

6. North Peace Fringe Area Official Community Plan Interim Review
Formal request was made by the City of FSJ to have a review of the
Plan – interest in development options to the east and southeast of the
City, consideration of transition options for boundary expansion to
accommodate city growth.  ALC expressed objections emphasizing that
any proposals to develop ALR lands must be justified through a
thorough land use supply-demand analysis.  Electoral Area C Director
raised suggestions to update the demographic/growth impact
information for the area, consider land supply-demand balance for
major issues, consider review of land use along bypass routes,
implications of boundary expansion, BC Hydro quarry lands, and an
update of priorities for services i.e. water and sewer.

Standard practice for OCP reviews is every 5 years – this assessment
may be considered as an interim review – how has the plan responded
to expectations, does it remain sufficient for future growth in resource
development and the regional workforce.

Feb. 27, 2014
Board
approved

Steering Cmte
appointed
Area B, C, D
and one
Council
member from
the City of FSJ
and District of
Taylor

Request for
Proposal
will be
issued
requesting
submissions
for a full
review and
update to
the Plan
(May 29,
2014 Board
meeting)

7. Non-Farm Use applications (from Feb 18, 2014)
that the AAC recommends to the RB that the AAC be consulted on all
non-farm use applications regarding tank farms in the ALR

March 13,
2014

Approved Ongoing
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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. PURPOSE

1.1 The general mandate of the Agricultural Advisory Committee (the “Committee”) will include, but not be
limited to the following:
· To provide advice to the Regional Board on matters relating to, or influencing, agriculture in the

region;
· To encourage and enhance the sustainability and vitality of agriculture in the region;
· To provide a forum for focusing the concerns of agriculture in the region.

1.2 The Committee will advise the Peace River Regional District Board on agricultural issues within the
 region, including:
· Assisting with comprehensive reviews or development of:

o official community plans;
o regulatory bylaws pertaining to agriculture;
o agricultural area plans, and
o farm policies;

· Major development proposals with potential impacts on agriculture
· Water management issues.
· Effectiveness of noxious insect and invasive plant regulations and programs.

1.3 The Agricultural Advisory Committee may also make recommendations on:
· Raising awareness of agriculture
· Enhancing an understanding of agriculture’s role in the local and/or regional economy.
· Addressing competition for the agricultural land base.
· Examining and identifying infrastructure improvements to support agriculture.

2. MEMBERSHIP

2.1 It will be an objective to select members from a diversity of agricultural interests in the region
represented by broadly based, non-government, regional organizations.

2.2 The Regional Board Chair will request the following organizations to nominate delegates for
participation on the Committee, from which the Chair will make recommendations to the Regional Board
for appointment to the Committee for a period of up to two (2) years:

1. Peace River Regional Cattlemen’s Association
2. BC Grain Producers Association
3. Peace Region Forage Seed Association
4. Peace River Organic Producers Association

5. Farmers’ Institute
6. Peace River Forage Association of BC
7. Peace River District Women’s Institute
8. BC Bison Association

*This list is not exclusive and may be amended or added to at the discretion of the Regional Board Chair.

      2.3   The Regional Board Chair will publicly advertise for three (3) members at large from the region, who
              have an interest in agriculture, and appoint such members for a period of up to two (2) years.

     2.4    The Regional Board Chair will appoint two Board members as liaisons to the Committee.

     2.5    The Regional Board Chair will always be ex-officio to the Committee.

     2.6 Advisors from provincial and federal government agencies will be invited as necessary.
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3. PROCEDURES

3.1   The Committee is advisory and all recommendations will be forwarded to the Regional Board for
        consideration.

3.2  The Committee Chair shall be elected from the membership at the first meeting of each year. In
 the absence of the Chair an Acting Chair shall be appointed for that meeting by the members
 present. The Chair shall be entitled to vote at all meetings.

3.3  The Committee may meet every second month on the third Tuesday of the month, and/or at the
 call of the Committee Chair as necessary, unless there are no agenda items to be reviewed.

3.4  At all meetings five (5) members, with one being a Regional Board member, shall constitute a
 quorum.

3.5  In the event an appointed Member is unable to attend the Committee meeting his/her Alternate
 may attend.  An Alternate may attend any Committee meeting but will not be reimbursed for
 travel expenses when the appointed Member is also in attendance.   Alternates can only vote in
 the absence of the appointed Member.

3.6  Attendance Policy – if an appointed Member is absent from two (2) consecutive meetings, a
 letter from the Regional Board Chair will be forwarded to the individual and organization
 represented, informing them of the attendance policy and that their appointment will be
 rescinded if a third meeting in the calendar year is missed.

3.7  Meetings shall be open and will be held at the main office of the Peace River Regional District in
 Dawson Creek, unless otherwise arranged.

3.8  Executive and secretarial support for the Committee will be provided by the Peace River
 Regional District.

3.9  Operating procedures may be established by the Committee and should be similar to
 procedures as set out for Committees in “Peace River Regional District Procedure Bylaw

No. 1633, 2006.”

3.10 Committee members having a proprietary interest in an application or who are personally
 affected by an application/applicant must step aside from the discussion and subsequent
 decision on the particular matter.



AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(Board appointed September 12, 2013 – two year period expiring September 12, 2015)

Regional Board Appointments
Director Leonard Hiebert Director Lori Ackerman
Electoral Area ‘D’ City of Fort St. John
Box 127, 10631 – 100th Street,
TOMSLAKE, BC V0C 2L0 FORT ST. JOHN, BC V1J 3Z5
(T)  250.786.6827 (C) 250.219.8098 (T)  250.787.3956
email: leonard.hiebert@prrd.bc.ca email: lackerman@prrd.bc.ca

REPESENTATIVE ALTERNATE
Mr. Burnem Grant Mr. Bill Bouffioux
BC Bison Association BC Bison Association
Box 334, RR#1, Site 1, Comp. 1,
POUCE COUPE, BC V0C 2C0 FORT ST. JOHN, BC V1J 4M6
(T) 250.786.5566 (T) 250.785.4183
email: bggrant@pris.ca email: xybison2@gmail.com

Ms. Heather Hansen Mr. John Kendrew
Peace River Forage Association of BC Peace River Forage Association of BC
Box 35, Box 305,
MONTNEY, BC V0C 1Y0 POUCE COUPE, BC V0C 2C0
(T) 250.827.6826 (T) and (F) 250.786.5652
email: h_hansen@pris.ca email: jkendrew@pris.ca

Mrs. Jill Copes Mrs. Ruth Veiner
Peace River District Women's Institute Peace River District Women’s Institute
Box 44, RR#2,
CECIL LAKE, BC V0C 1G0 DAWSON CREEK, BC V1G 4E8
(T) 250.785.2151 (F) 250.785.2139 (T) 250.782.5041 (C)  250.219.7805
email: copes@ocol.com email: brveiner@pris.ca

Mr. Maurice Fines Mr. Jim Collins
Peace River Farmers Institute Peace River Farmers Institute
10316 – 113th Avenue, RR#1, Site 15, Comp. 28,
FORT ST. JOHN, BC V1J 5Z8 FORT ST. JOHN, BC    V1J 4M6
(T) 250.785.4124 (T)  250.785.5505
email: mlfines@telus.net email: beef300_828@hotmail.com

Mrs. Judy M. Madden
Peace River Regional Cattlemen’s Association
RR#1, Site 3, Comp 13,
DAWSON CREEK, BC V1G 4E7
(T) 250.782.7875 (F) 250.782.7875
email: doublem@pris.ca

Blair Hill Tobin Dirks
Peace Region Forage Seed Association Peace Region Forage Seed Association
Box 60, Box 175,
Taylor, BC V0C 2K0 Cecil Lake, BC     V0C 1G0
(T) 250.789.3469 (T) 250.781.3484
email: blair_g_hill@hotmail.com email: tobin.dirks@gmail.com
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AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
- continued -

REPRESENTATIVE ALTERNATE
Mr. Rod Kronlachner
Member at Large – South Peace
Box 125,
ARRAS, BC V0C 1B0
(T) 587.777.7694
email: rod.kronlachner@encana.com

Mr. Don Dunbar
Member at Large – West Peace
Dunbar D4 Ranches Ltd.
Box 119,
GROUNDBIRCH, BC V0C 1T0
(C)  250.782.0877 or 250.793.5165
email: don_dunbar@hotmail.com

Mr. Greg Neave Mrs. Arlene Boon
Member at Large – North Peace Member at Large - North Peace
Box 6921, SS#2, Site 12, Comp 19,
FORT ST. JOHN, BC V1J 4J3 FORT ST. JOHN, BC V1J 4M7
(T)  250.793.2245 (T) 250.262.3205
email: n3s@awink.com email: chinookloghomes@xplornet.com

Mr.  Fred Lehmann Mr. David Wuthrich
BC Grain Producers Association BC Grain Producers Association
(T) 250.785.8177 (C) 250.263.3214 Box 145,
email: lehmann@fsjbc.com CECIL LAKE, BC V0C 1G0
Sharla Pearce (T) 250.781.3527 Cell: 250.262.9043
email: srpearce@telus.net email: pwfarms@xplornet.com

Standing invitation
Howard Madill, Director – Stewardship Branch Julie Robinson
BC Oil and Gas Commission Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
300 – 298 Harbour Road, 10043 – 100th Street,
Victoria, BC    V9A 0B7 Fort St. John, BC     V1J 3Y5
(T) 250.419.4424 (T) 250.787.3241  (F) 250.787.3299
email: howard.madill@bcogc.ca email: Julie.P.Robinson@gov.bc.ca

Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca Lori Vickers, P.Ag
Gregory Bartle, MUP, Land Use Planner Regional Agrologist
Strengthening Farming Program Ministry of Agriculture
Innovation and Adaptation Services Branch 1201 – 103rd Avenue,
BC Ministry of Agriculture Dawson Creek, BC   V1G 4J2
PO Box 9120, Stn Prov Govt (T) 250.784.2559   (C) 250.219.2715
Victoria, BC     V8W 9B4    (T) 250.387.9687 email: Lori.Vickers@gov.bc.ca
Bronwyn.Sawyer@gov.bc.ca

From Nov. 16/06 EADC Mtg. - Mail copy of AAC Minutes to:
Mr. Richard Bullock, Chair
Provincial Agriculture Land Commission ALCBurnaby@Victoria1.gov.bc.ca
#133 – 4940 Canada Way, Brian.Underhill@gov.bc.ca
Burnaby, BC V5G 4K6
(T) 604.660.7000    (F) 604.660.7033 Updated:  March 2, 2015
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     PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT
Expense Statement

          Regional District Board approved (volunteer) Committee

Name: _______________________________________

Committee Name: _______________________________________

Mailing address: _______________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________

Date Destination Reason Km
Office
Use
Only

Expenses
(attach

receipts)

Sub-total

              Total km _________ x 52¢/km

              Total Mileage & Expenses

                        Subtract Travel Advance (                )

                          Subtract Other (                )

NET AMOUNT

I certify that this is a true statement of costs incurred by me while attending a
Committee meeting of the Peace River Regional District.

Committee Member Signature: Department Manager Signature:

Date: Date:
Board approved January 29, 2009



DISTANCE CHART
(Kilometres)

Chetwynd Dawson
Creek

Fort
Nelson

Fort St.
John

Hudson’s
Hope

Pouce
Coupe

Taylor Tumbler
Ridge

Chetwynd 102 566 154 65 110 163 90

Dawson Creek 102 485 75 167 16 61 120

Fort Nelson 566 485 412 501 495 421 656

Fort St. John 154 75 412 89 81 14 195

Hudson’s Hope 65 167 501 89 175 98 155

Pouce Coupe 110 8 495 81 175 72 128

Taylor 163 61 421 14 98 72 184

Tumbler Ridge 90 120 656 195 155 128 184

Prince George 310 412 876 464 375 420 478 400

Prince Rupert 1,031 1,133 1,597 1,185 1,096 1,141 1,194 1,121

Vancouver 1,099 1,201 1,665 1,253 1,164 1,209 1,262 1,189

Grande Prairie 264 132 617 205 299 124 196 145

Edmonton 688 586 1,071 659 753 578 650 599

Calgary 985 883 1,369 956 1,050 875 947 896


